Google 



This is a digital copy of a book lhal w;ls preserved for general ions on library shelves before il was carefully scanned by Google as pari of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

Il has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one thai was never subject 

to copy right or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often dillicull lo discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher lo a library and linally lo you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud lo partner with libraries lo digili/e public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order lo keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial panics, including placing Icchnical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make n on -commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request thai you use these files for 
personal, non -commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort lo Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each lile is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use. remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 

countries. Whether a book is slill in copyright varies from country lo country, and we can'l offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through I lie lull lexl of 1 1 us book on I lie web 
al |_-.:. :.-.-:: / / books . qooqle . com/| 



i : ■:/• •• i 

r , ■■* 



mmmmmmmmmmm 




;;l 

.:: 



I.':'. 



: : : ' 


'•■::•! 

'''':'■'> 
■■■ -:t 

•■:::i 


;.: ;< : 


'■■•'■'■1 



'IS 

ill 
'■'■\ 

-I 



f;;':: : ;:t: 
- : ii:<;. : J 






iiiiiiliil 



m 



.41 



BlOGRAPHirAL ENTERTAINER . 

SBcriife Select 'GaLLECTZf'^ef '— , 
^ TheLlVEs ntlai^-e ■< 

Of the molt Eminent Men. 
J\attvcs aMhrat'Jirtttii/t itnd Brfaftft; 
Fromthelte^nofHENKTVDI.tDGEOHGElI. 
Bodiim-lufivc: 
. -- > Ulr/fordi/tirtFiii/Iirifaj .r 

StatpfkeaJWamta-s. "[Ports, 

Pirtiiol I DfJKua ,..1 n.il<»%.h«-rs. 

• '■Idor/lflflliiflt COPPERI'LATE.S ■) 



ForEtiWARl* DlLLY.in the Poultry * 
' SK1>CCZJ£, 



• 

1 , 

k 

C ONTENTS 


01 THE 


• 


THIRD VOLUME. 

* 


JL HOMAS CkANMER^ • - 


Page 
i 


Stephen Gardiner, - • - 


- 5* 


L Cardinal Pole, - * - - 


- «J 






• 

v^k Frauds Drake, - - •> 


- 165 



Jfc£ 



\ 



\ \ 



• * 



i 



I 






4 







BRITISH PLUTARCH. 



«■*■ iti #i *i iti Jhrfi rfkti 1T1 #1 i 



'TTTT 



The LIFE op 



Thomas Cranmer. 




jHIS great prelate was the fon of 
*& Thomas Cranmer, efq. a gentle- 
man of an antient and wealthy 
family that came in with the Con- 
queror ; and was born at Aile&on, 
in Nottinghamshire, on the fecond of July, 
1498. His father died when he was very 
young ; and his mother, when he- was four- 
teen years old, fent him to Cambridge. He 
was ele&ed fellow of Jefus College; where 
.he was lb well beloved, that, when his fel- 
lowfhip wasjpacant by his marriage; yet, his 
wife dying about a year after, the mailer and 
fellows chofe him again. 

Vol. Ill* B Thfe 



4 BRITISH PLUTARCH, 

he did not take over with him, but Tent for. 
her privately iii 1534. 

In Augujft, 1532, archbifhop Warham de- 
parted this life ; and the king, thinking Dr. 
Cranmer the moil proper perfon to fucceed 
him in the fee of Canterbury, wrote to him to 
haflen home, concealing the reaibn : but Cran- 
mer gueffing at it, and defirous to decline the 
ftation, moved flowly on, in hopes that the 
fee might be fijled before his arrival : but all. 
this backwardnefs, and the excufes which his 
great modefly and humility prompted him to 
make, when, after his return, the king opened 
his refolution to him, ferved only to raife his 
majefty's opinion of his merit ; fo that, atlaft,' 
he found him felf obliged to fubmit, and under- 
take the weighty charge. 

The pope, notwithSanding Cranmer was a 
man very unacceptable to Rome, difpatched 
eleven bulls to complete his chara&er, Thefe 
bulls the archbifhop, according to cuftom, 
received ; but immediately furrendered them 
to the king, be_caufe he would not acknow- fc 
kdge the pope's power of conferring ecclefiaf- 
tical dignities in England; which he efkeemtd 
the king's fole right. He was coniecrated on 
tlie thirtieth of March, 1533; and, becaufe 
in the oath of fidelity to the pope, which, 
lig, was obliged to take before his confecration, 
there were fome things feemingly inconfiftent 
with his allegiance to the king, he made a pub- 
• fie prt^flauoa, That he intended npt to. take; 

the 



THOMAS CRANMER. 5 

the oath in any other fenfe than that which 
was reconcileable to the laws of God, the 
king's jaft prerogative, and the ftatutes of this 
kingdom ; fo as not to bind himfelf thereby 
to aft contrary to any of thefe. This protefta- 
tion he renewed when he was to take another 
oath to the pope^ at his receiving the pall ; 
and both times defired the prothonotary to make 
a public iriftrument of his protcftation, and the 
perfons prefent to fign it. 

^ The firff fervice the archbifffcop did for the 
king, was pronouncing the fentence of his di- 
vorce from queen Catharine $ which was done 
on the twenty- third of May. Gardiner, bi- 
ihop of Winchefter, and the biftiops of Lon- 
don, tiath, and Lincoln, being in commiffion 
with him. The qaeen, after three citations, 
neither appearing in perfon nor by proxy, was 
declared con turn ax; the depofitiona relating 
to the confummation of the marriage with 
prince Arthur were read, together with the 
opinions of the moil noted canonifts and divines 
in favour of the divorce : and the arch- 
bifhop, with the unanimous content of the reft 
of the commifSoners, pronounced the mar- 
riage between the king and queen Catharine 
null-, arid of no force from the beginning ; and 
declared them feparated and divorced from 
each other, and at liberty to engage with whom 
they pleaied. 

In this affair, the archbifhop proceeded only 
upon what had been already concluded by the 
univeriitie?, convocations, &c. and did no 

B 3 more 



6 British Plutarch. 

more than put their decifions into a form of 
law. 

On the twenty- eighth of May he held ano- 
ther court at Lambeth, in which he confirmed 
the king's marriage with Anne Bullen. The 
pope, alarmed at thefe proceedings, by a pub- 
lic inftrument declared the divorce null and 
void, and threatened to excommunicate the 
arch bi (hop, unlefs he would revoke all that he 
had done ; whereupon the archbiihop appealed 
from the pope to the next general council, 
lawfully called ; and fent the appeal, under 
his feal, to Bonner, defiring him and Gardiner 
to acquaint the pope with it, in fuch a manner 
as they thought mod expedient. 

On the Jeventh of September, the new 
queen was delivered of a daughter, who was 
baptized the Wednefday following, and named 
Elizabeth, archbiihop Cranmer {landing god- 
father. 

When the fupremacy came under debate* 
and the ufurped power of the bifhop of Rome 
was called in qu eft ion, the archbiihop an* 
fwered all the arguments 1 brought in defence 
ef the papal tyranny, with fuch ftrength and 
perfpicuity, that the foreign power was, with* 
out fcruple, abolilhed by full confent in parlia- 
ment and convocation. The deftruclion of 
this ufurped jurifdi&ion Cranmer had prayed 
for many years, as himfelf declared in a Ter- 
mon at Canterbury ; because it was the occa- 
fion of many things being done contrary to the 

tpnour of God and the good of this realm ; 
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THOMAS CRANMER. 7. 

and he perceived no hopes of amendment 
while it continued. This he now few happily # 
effe&ed ; and, foon after, he ordered an alter- 
ation to be made in the archie pile opal titles ; 
inflead of apoftolicae fedis legatus, flyling 
him/elf, metropolitan us. 

The king, whofe fupremacy was now almoft 
as univerfally acknowledged as the pope's had 
been before, looked on the monafteries with a 
jealous eye; thefe he thought were, by their 
privileges of exemption, engaged to the fee of 
Rome, and would prove a body of rcferve for 
the pope, always ready to appear in the quar- 
rel, and fupport his claim. This, it is pro- 
bable, was the chief motive which inclined 
the king to think of diflblving them : and 
Cranmer being confulted on th's head, ap- 
proved of the refolution. He faw how incon- 
Ment thofe foundations were with the refor- 
mation of religion, which he then had in view; 
and propofed, that, out of the revenues of the 
monafteries, the king Should found more bi- 
fhoprics: that, the diocefes being reduced into 
lefs compafc, the bifhops might the better 
difcharge th.ir duty according to the fenpture 
and private practice. He hoped alfo, that, 
from thefe ruins, there would be new founda- 
tions ere&ed in every cathedral, to be nurfe- 
ries of learning, under the infpe&ion of the 
bifhop, for the ufe and benefit of the whole 
diocefe. But thefe noble deiigns were unhap- 
pily defeated by the finifter arts of avaricious 
courtiers, who, without fear of the divine 

B 4 vengeance, 



* BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

vengeance, or regard to, the good of the pub- 
lic, ftudied only how, facrilegioufly, to raife 
their own fortunes oat of the church's fpoils. 

When queen Anne Bullen was fent to the 
Tower, ona fudden jealoufy of the king, the 
archbifhop was greatly concerned for her mif- 
fortune, and did his utmoft endeavours to affift 
her in her diftrefs. He wrote a confolatory 
letter to the king : in which, after having re- 
commended to him an equality of temper, and 
resignation to Providence, he put him in mind 
of the great obligations he had received from 
the queen, and endeavoured to difpofe the king 
to clemency and a good humour. Finally, he 
rooft humbly implored him, that, however 
unfortunate the iffueof this affair might prove; 
he would ftill continue his love to the gofl 
pel, left it fhould be thought, that it was 
for her fake only that he had favoured it. Bot 
neither this letter of the archbifhop, nor ano* 
ther very moving one wrote with her own 
hand, made the leaf* impreffion upon the king; 
for her ruin was decreed ; and, after Cranmer 
had declared her marriage with the king null 
and void, upori her confeffion of a pre-contracl: 
with the earl of Northumberland, ihe was tried 
in the Tower, and executed on the nineteenth 
of May, 1536. ; ' 

In 1537, the archbifhop, with the joint au- 
thority of the bifhops, fet' forth that valuable 
book, intitled, The Inflitution of a Chriiliau 
Man. This book was compofed in Convoca- 
tion, and drawn up for a direction to the bi- 

fliops. 



THOMAS' CRANMER. ' 9 
-Aops a*d clergy. It-contains an explanation 
of the Creed, the Lord's Prayer, theAve.Ma* 
ria, J unification, and Purgaeory, 

Archbifiiop Cranmer, • from the day of his 
promotion to the ieeof Canterbury, had con- 
tinually employed his thooghts on getting the 
fcriptures translated into Englifh. He had of- 
ten follicited his majeity about it r and, at 
length, obtained a grant, that they might be 
tranilated and printed. For want of good pa- 
per in England, the copy was fent to Parts ; 
and, by Bonner's means, a licence was pro- 
cured for printing it there. As foon as fome 
of the copies came to the archbifhop's hands, 
he fent one of them to the lord Cromwell, dd- 
firing him to pre fent it, in his name, to the 
king ; importuning him to intercede with his 
majefty, that, by his authority, all his fubjefts 
might have jthe liberty of ufing it without 
con (train t : which lord Cromwell accordingly 
did. 

The book was received with inexpreffible 
joy ; every one that was able purchased it, and 
the poor greedily flocked to hear it read. Some 
perfons in years learned to read on purpofe 
that they might perufe it; and even little 
children crowded with eagernefe to hear it. 
The archbifhop was not yet convinced of the 
falfeneis of the abfurd doctrine of tranfubftan- 
tiation, but continued a ftifF maintainer of the 
corporeal prefence ; as appears from his being 
unhappily concerned in the profecution of 
Lambert, who was burnt, on the twentieth of 

B 5 November* 
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November, 1538, for denying tranfubftantia- 
tion. 

Jn 1539,, the archbifhop, and the other bi- 
fhops who favoured a reformation, fell under 
the king's difpleafure ; becaufe they could not 
be perfuaded, to give their afTentin parliament 
that the king fhould have all the revenues of 
the monafteries, which were fupprefled, to hit 
own fole ufe. They had been prevailed upon 
to content, that he {hould have all the lands 
which his anceftors gave to any of them ; but 
the refidue they would have bellowed on hofpi- 
tals, fchools, and other* pious and charitable 
foundations. 

Gardiner, bifliop of Winchefter, and the 
reft of the popiih facnon,. took this opportu- 
nity of infinuating therafelves, by their hypo* 
crify and flattery, into the kiag's favour; 
and to incenfe him againft the archbilhop* 
This is thought to have been the caufe of the 
king's zeal, in preffing the bill containing the 
fix bloody articles. The archbilhop argued 
boldly in the houfe againft the fix articles 
three days together; and that fo ftrenuoufiy r 
that, though, the king, was fo obftinate in pac- 
ing the ad, yet he defired a copy of his rea- 
fons againft it ; and fhewed no refentment to- 
wards him for his pppofition to it. The king 
would have perfuaded him to withdraw out of 
the houfe, fince he could not vote for the bill ; 
but, after a decent excufe, he told his majefty, 
that he thought hhnfelf obliged in conscience 
to flay and fhew his diflent* 

When 
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When the bill pafled he entered his proteft 
againft it ; and foon after he fent his wife pri- 
vately away to her friends in Germany. The 
king, who loved him for his probity and cou- 
rage, fent the dukes of Norfolk and Suffolk, 
and the lord Cromwell, to acquaint him, and 
to allure him, of his favour, notwithftanding 
the paffing of the a&. 

In 1540, the king iflued out a com million 
to the archbilhop, arid a iele& number of 
bilhops, to infpett into matters of religion, 
and explain fome of the chief doctrines of it. 
The bifhops drew up a fet of articles favouring 
the old fuperftitions* and meeting at Lam* 
beth, vehemently urged the archbimop, that 
they might be eftablifhed, it being the (ting's 
will and pleafare. But neither by fear nor 
flattery could they prevail upon him to content 
to it : no, though his friend the lord Crom- 
well lay then in the Tower, and himielf was 
fiippofed to lofe ground daily more and more 
fn the king's affections, he went himfelf to 
the king, and expoftulated with him, and fo 
wrought upon him, that he joined with the 
archbimop againft the reft of the com million crs; 
and the book of articles was drawn up and 
palled according to Cranmer's judgment. 

In this year the largeft volume of the Englifli 
Bible was publifhed, with an excellent preface 
of thearchbimop's prefixed to it; and Bonner, 
then newly coniecrated biihop of London, fet 
up fix of them in the moil convenient places 
of hi* cathedral of St. Paul's, for the people 

B 6 to 



I* BRITISH PLUTARCH. ' 

to refort unto and read. So different were his 
fentiments then from what they afterwards Ap- 
peared in queen Mary's days. 

After the fall of the lord Cromwell, archbi- 
fliop Cranmer, observing the reftlefs fpirits of 
his adverfaries, and how they were upon the* 
watch for an opportunity to bring him into? 
trouble, thought it prudent to retire for a fea-? 
fbn, and to live in as great privacy as the du- 
ties of his ftation would permit him. Not— 
withftanding which, his implacable enemy,* 
bifoop Gardiner, was daily contriving his ruin £ 
and he, having procured one Sir John ^Gofl* 
wicke to accufe the archbiihop in parliament,, 
of encouraging novel opinions, and making 
his family a nurfery of herefy and fedition* 
divers lords of the privy- council moved the 
king to commit the archbifhop to the Tower, 
till enquiry mould be made into the truth of 
this charge. The king, who perceived that 
there was more malice than, truth in thefe cla- 
mours again ft Qranmer, one evening, under 
pretence of diverting himfelf on the water* 
ordered his barge to be rowed to Lainbethv 
iide. The arch bi (hop's fervants acquainting 
their lord of his majefty's being fo near, hia 
lordfhip came to the water- fide, to pay his re- 
fpects to the king, and to invite him into his 
palace. The king commanded the archbiihop 
to come into the barge, and made him fit down 
clofe by him. Having fo done, the king be- 
gan to complain to him, of the nation's being 
•ver-run by jierefy and new notions of divini- 
ty. 
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ty, which he had rcafbn to fear might be of 
dangerous confeqttence, and that the fa&ioi* 
might in time break out into a civil war : to 
prevent which, his majefty told him,, he was 
refolved to look after the grand incendiary, 
and .to take him off by fome exemplary pu~ 
nifhment : and* then proceeded to afk the arch* 
bifhop what his opinion was of fach a refolu- 
lion. 

Though Cranmer foon fmelt the meaning of 
that qneftion, yet he freely, and without the 
leaft appearance of concern, replied; That his 
majeftyV refolution was much to- be com- 
mended : bat then he cautioned the king, not 
to charge thofe with herefy who- made the di- 
vinely infpired fcriptures the rule of their faith* 
and could prove their doctrines by clear tefti- 
monies from the word of God. Upon this- 
the king came clofer, and plainly told him, 
He had been informed by many, that he was 
the grand herefiarch who encouraged all this 
heterodoxy ; and that his authority had occasi- 
oned the fix articles to be fo pubncly conceited 
in his province. The archbilhop raodeftly 
replied, That he could not but acknowledge- 
himfelf to be of the fame opinion* in refpeel of 
thofe articles, as he had declared himfelf of 
when the bill was pafling ; but that, notwith- 
standing, he was not confeiotjs to himfelf of 
having offended againft the ad. 

Then the king, putting on an air of plea- 
fiuitry, afked him, Whether his bedchamber 

would 
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would ftand the teft of thofe articles ? The 
archbiihop gravely and ingenuoufly confeffed, 
that he was married in Germany during his 
embafTy at the emperor's court, before his 
promotion to the fee of Canterbury ; but, at 
the fame time, allured the king, That, on 
paffing that aft, he had parte* "With his wife, 
and fent her abroad to her friends. His an- 
fwering thus, without evafion or referve, fo 
pleafed the king, that he now pulled off the 
mafk, and allured him of his favour; and 
then freely told him of the information pre- 
ferred againft him ; and who they were that 
pretended to make it good. The archbiihop 
laid, that he was not afraid of the ftri&eft fcru- 
tiny ; and therefore was willing to fubmit 
hirnfelf to a legal tryal. The King aflared 
him, he would put the caufe into his own 
hands, and truft him entirely with the ma* 
nagement of it. This the archbifhop remon- 
ftrated, would becenfured as partiality, and the 
king's juftice called in queflion: but his majefty 
Had fo ftroug an opinion of Cranmer's inte- 
grity, that he was refolved to leave it to his 
eondncl; and, having farther aflured him of the 
entire confidence he repofed in him, difmifled 
Mm. 

The archbiihcp immediately fent down his 
viear-general and principal regiftary to Can- 
terbury, to make a thorough enquiry into 
theaiFair, and trace the progrefs of this plot 
qpsafl him. In the mean time his adveria- 
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lies importunately prefled the king to fend 
him to prifon, and oblige him to anfwer to 
the charge of herefy. 

At length his majefty refigned fo far to 
their follicitations, as to confent, that, if the 
orchbifhop could faiily be proved guilty of 
any one crime againft either church or ftate, 
lie fhould be fent to prifon. In this the king 
a&ed the politician, intending, by thus feem- 
ingly giving countenance to the profecution, 
to difcover who were Cranmer's chief adver- 
faries, and what was the length of their de- 
fig 11 againft him. At midnight he fent a gen- 
tleman of his privy chamber to Lambeth, to 
fetch the archbifhop ; and, when he was come, 
told him, how he had been daily importuned to 
commit him to prifon, as- a favourer of he- 
refy; and how far he had complied. The 
archbiihop thanked his majefty for this timely 
notice, and declared himfelf willing to go to 
prifon, and ftand a trial ; for, being confcious 
he was not guilty of any offence, he thought 
that the beft way to clear his innocence, and 
remove all unreasonable and groundlefs fufpi- 
cions. The ki*ig, admiring his fimplicity, 
told him, he was in the wrong to rely fo much 
on his innocence ; for, if he were once under 
a cloud, and hurried to prifon, there would 
fee villains enough to fwear any thing again ft 
him ; but, while he was at liberty, and his 
character entire, it would not be fo eafy to 
fuborn witneiTes againft him : " and, there- 
fore/' continued he, " fince your own un- 
guarded 



16 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

guarded fimplicity makes you lefs cautibiij 
than ydu ought to be, I wHH fagg^fli to ybtt 
the means of your prefervation. To morrow 
you wi^be fent fdr to the privy- council, and 
ordered to prifon : upon this you are to re- 
queft, that, fince you have the honour to be 
one of the board, you may be admitted unto 
the council, and the infbrrnm agaiirft you 
brought face to face; and then, if you cannot 
clear yourfelf, you are willing to go to pri- 
fon. 1£ this reafonable requcft is denied you, 
appeal to me, and give them- this frgn; that 
you have my authority for fo doing." Thert 
the king took a ring of great- value off his 
finger, gave it to the archbifhop, arsd difmif- 
fed him. 

The next morning, the archbifhop waj 
flimmoned to the privy-council ; and, when • 
he came there, was denied admittance into* 
the council-chamber. When Dr. Batts, one 
of the king's phyficians, heard of this, he 
came to the archbifhop, who was waiting in. 
the lobby among!* the footmen, to (hew his re- 
fpett, and to protect, him from infuks. 

The king loon after fent for the doctor, 
who acquainted his majefty'with' the ftrimeful 
indignity put upon the archbifaop/ The king, 
incen'ed that the primate of all England nSould 
be ufed in fo contumelious a manner, imme- 
diately fent to command' them to admit the 
archbiftiop into the council-chamber. At hi* 
entrance he was* faluted with an heavy ace u fa- 
tion of having- infe&ed the wrfole tttfttn with 

herefy ^ 
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herefy ; and commanded to the Tower till the 
whole of this charge was thoroughly examined. 
The archbiftiop defired to fee the informers 
againft him, and to have the liberty of defend- 
ing himfelf before the council, and not to be 
fent to prifon on bare fufpicion : but, when 
this was abfolirtely denied him, and finding 
that neither arguments nor in treaties would 
prevail, he appealed to the king ; and pro- 
ducing the ring he had given him, put a Hop 
to their proceedings. 

When they came before the king, he fe- 
verely reprimanded them ; expatiated on his 
obligations to Cranmer for his fidelity and in- 
tegrity ; and charged them, if they had any 
affe&ion for him, to exprefs it, by their love 
and kindnefs to the archbiftiop. 

Cranmer having efcaped the fnare, never 
fhewed the leaft refentment for the injuries 
done him ; and, from this time forwards, had 
4b great a (hare in the king's favour, that no- 
thing farther was attempted againft him. 
And, now I am upon this fubjecl: of the arch- 
Hfhop's readinefs ro forgive and forget inju- 
ries, I cannot but take notice of a pleafant 
ftory which happened fome time before this : 

The archbilhop's firft wife, whom he mar- 
ried at Cambridge, lived at the Dolphin inn ; 
and he often re fort ed thither on that account. 
The popifh party had raifed a ftory, that he 
was oftler of that inn, and never had the be- 
nefit of a learned education. This idle ftory 
a Yorkflure prieft had, with great confidence* 

affei ted 
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averted in an ale-houfe he ufed to frequent ; 
railing at the archbifhop, and faying, that he 
had no more learning than a goofe. Some of 
the parifli, who had a refpeft for Cranmer*s 
character; informed the lord Cromwell of this, 
who immediately fent for the piieft, and com- 
mitted him to the Fleet prifon. When he had 
been there nine or ten weeks, he fent a rela- 
tion of his to the archbifhop, to bee his par- 
don, and humbly fue to him for a difcharge. 
The archbifhop inftantly fent for him, and, 
after a gentle reproof, afked the prieft, Whe- 
ther he knew him? to which he anfwered, No f 
The archbifhop expoftulated with him, why he 
Jhould then make fo free with his character. 
The prieft excufed himfelf by being in drink j 
but this, Cranmer told him, was a double 
fault; and then let him know that, if he had a 
mind to try what a fcholar he was, he mould 
have liberty to oppofe him in whatever fcience 
he pleafed. The prieft afked his pardon, and 
confeffed himfelf to be very ignorant, and t# 
underftand nothing but his mother -tongue. 
«* No doubt, then/' faid Cranmer, " you are 
well verfed in the Englifh Bible, and can an- 
fwer any queftion of that : Fray tell me who 
was David's father ?" The prieft flood ftill a 
while to confider ; but at laft told the archbi- 
fhop, he could not recoiled his name. " Tell 
me, then," fays Cranmer, " who was Solo- 
mon's father?" The poor prieft replied, that 
he had no fkill in genealogies, and could not 
tell. Then the archbifhop advifed him to fre- 
quent 
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qucnt alehoufes lefs, and his ftudy more ; and 
admonifhed him, not to accufe othere of want 
of learning till he was matter of fome himfelf, 
difcharged him out of cuilody, and fent him 
home to his cure. 

The fame lenity he lhevved towards Dr. 
Thornton, the fuffragan of Dover, and Dr. 
Barbar ; who, though entertained in his fa- 
mily, and entruiled with his fecrets, and in- 
debted to him for many favours, had ungrate- 
fully confpired with Gardiner to take away his 
life. When he firft difcovered their treachery, 
he took them afide into his ftudy ; and tell- 
ing them he had been bafely and falfely abufed 
by fome, in whom he had always repofed the 
greateft confidence, defired them to advife 
him how he fhould behave himfelf towards 
them. They, not fufpe&ing themfelves to be 
concerned in the que (Hon, replied, That 
fuch vile abandoned villains ought to be pro- 
secuted with the utmoft rigour ; nay, deferved 
to die without mercy. At this the archbiihop, 
lifting up his hands to Heaven, cried out, 
" Merciful God, whom may a man truft ! v 
and then, pulling out of his bofom the letters 
by which he had difcovered their treachery, 
aiked them if they knew thefe papers. When 
they few their own letters produced againft 
them, they were in the umolt confuuon ; 
and, falling down on their knees, humbly 
fued for forgivenefs. The archbiihop told 
them, that he forgave them, and would pray 

for 
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for them $ but they muft not expedt him ever 
to troft them for the future. 

It cannot be denied, that the juifc zeal of 
fbmeof'our reformers againft the ufurped pa- 
pal fupremacy, canied them too far, and 
made them ftretch the regal power to fuch an 
exorbitant length as was inconfiflent with the 
divine commiffiori of the clergy, and feemed to 
reduce the church to be a mere creature of the 
ftate. That archbiihop Cranmer ran into this 
extreme is plain, not only from his anfwers to 
fome queftions relating to the government of 
the church, firft publifhed by Dr. Stillingfleet* 
in his mifchievous Irenicum, but from the 
commiiHon which he took from Edward VF.* 
whom he petitioned for a revival of his juriG* 
didtion ; and that, as he had exercifed ther 
functions of at* archbiihop, during the former 
deigns ; fb that authority determining with* 
icing Henry's life, his majefty would trufthint 
with the famejurifdi&ion. On this error of 
the akchbifhop, the modern papifts make tra- 
gical outcries, forgettmg, that it was the com- 
mon miftake of thofe times ; that it is ufual 
for men, iri the firft heat of their' zeal agahiftr 
any pernicious error, to run too far the con- 
trary way ; and. that Bonner not only took out 
the famecommiffion now, but had before taken 
Out another in the reign ' of king Henry ; in 
which the king was declared the fountain of 
all authority, civil and ecclefiaftical ; and 
thofe who formerly exercifed ecclefiaftical ju- 

rifdi&ion . 
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rifdi&ion, arefaid to have done it precariouflyv 
and at the courtefy of the king, and that it! 
was lawful for him to revoke it at pleafure. 

And therefore, fmce the lord Cromwell, 
the king's vicar-general in ecclefiaftical af- 
fairs, was fo far employed in matters of ftate, 
as not to be at leifure to difch'arge his func- 
tions every- where, the king gave Bonner au- 
thority to exercife epifcopal jurifdi&ion in 
the diocefe of London. This feems to have', 
been the precedent, after which the new com-, 
millions were now formed, Mr. Strype, in- 
deed, confidently affirms the archbifhop to 
have had a hand in drawing them up ; but the 
very words which he quotes to prove it, are* 
manifeftly taken from the preamble to Bon- 
ner's commiffion. But from thefe imprimi-. 
tive and uncathotic notions, bur archbifhop.' 
was happily recovered by that luminary of r 
our reformed church, bifhop Ridley, ' Henry i* 
who died in the Roman communion (though 
his imperfections are fo freely chargea on tne. 
reformation, by the papiftsj had, in his will, 
left fix hundred pounds per annum, for mattes 
for his foul, with provifion for four folemn 
obits every year ; but by the influence of the 
archbifhop, who was one of the regents, this 
fuperftitiotfs part of his will, notwithftandjng 
his ftricl: and folemn charge for its execution, 
was rejected. On the twentieth of February, 
the coronation of king Edward was foleronized 
at Weftminfter Abbey. The ceremony was 
performed by archbifhop Cranmer, who made 

an 
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On the fifth of November, 1547, a con- 
Vocation was held at St. Paul's, which the 
archbifhop opened with a fpeech ; in which 
» he put the clergy in mind of applying them- 
selves to the ftudy. of the holy fcriptures, and 
proceeding according to that rule, in throw- 
ing oiF the corrupt innovations of popery. 
But the terror of the fix articles being a check 
on the majority, they acquainted the arch- 
bi(hop with their fears ; who reporting it .to 
the council, prevailed to have that aft repeal- 
ed. In this convocation, the communion was 
ordered to be adminideredin both kinds, and 
the lawfulnefs of the marriage pf the clergy 
affirmed by a great majority. In the latter 
end of January, the archbifhop wrote to 
Bonner, to forbid, throughout his diocefe, the 
ridiculous proceflions, wnich were ufual in the 
popiflj times, on Candlemas-day, Afh-wednef- 
day, and Palm- fund ay ; and to caufe notice 
ihereof to be given to the other neighbouring 
bifhops, that they might do the fame. He 
was alio one of the committee appointed to 
kfped the offices of the church, -and to re- 
form them according to fcripture and the 
pureft antiquity ; and by them a new office 
for the holy communion was drawn up, and 
fet forth by authority. This year was alfo 
publifhed the archbifhop's catechiim, in titled, 
A ftort inftru&ion in'Chriflian religion, for 
the lingular profit of children and young 
people; and a Latin treatife of his again ft 
imwritten verities. From this catechifm, 

it 
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ilw plain, that he had now recovered himfelf 
from thofe extravagant ndtiOns of the regal 
fopremacy, which hfe had dnce the misfortune 
to run into ; fbr here he ftrehuoufly afletts the 
divine commiifidn of bifhogsand priefts, in- ' 
larges on the efficacy 6f their ablbkition and 
tyirittral cenfbres, andearneftly.wifhes for the 
reftoring of the primitive penicentiaYy difci- 
piine. Hence it appears, with what infince- 
rity Dr Stillingfleet a&ed, when in his Ireni- 
:cum he endeavoured to impofe upon the world 
the contrary do&rines, as the laft judgment of 
the archbifliop on this fobjedt. The licence, 
which was given to men of learning and judg- 
ment, freely to preach and write againft the 
popifh corruptions, now began to be abufed by 
men of great confidence and ignorance; who 
took this opportunity to vend many dangerous 
hereto* es and' blafphemies : to preverit which, 
they were convened before the archbifhop, 
and prevailed on to recant, and abjure their 
pernicrbus opinions. Only one Joan Sechcr, 
continued deaf to all arguments, and perverfe- 
\y obflinate to all perfuaftons. The archbi- 
lhop thought-it neceflary to make her a fevere 
example, to terrify -all others from the like 
obfHnacy, <an& crura the fpirit of herefy now ia 
its-beginnings* To which end he iirft ex- 
communicated her,, and then delivered her 
^ver fo the fecular powers ; upon which flie 
ras condemned to. be' burnt. Bu* thefe rigo- 
6ns proceedings were very inconfiftent with 
he merciful and tender fpirit of the kin? ;• he 
*" T 't C -long 
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long withstood the figning a warrant for her- 
-execution: and when over-awed by the au- 
thority and reafonings of Cranmer, he at lalfc, . 
-with great relu&ancy, contented to do it ; and . 
-with tears in his eyes, faid to the archbiihopy ' 
•' My lord, if I do amtis in this, you mull 
anfwer for it to<God," When the popifh fee* . 
*ion broke out in 1549, into a dangerous re*, 
oellion, demanding, in the moil info] en t terms,, 
tbe revival of the fix article a£, thereftitutions . 
of the old fuperlHtions, and that cardinal Pole 
Should not only be pardoned, but fent for home, 
^nd be made a privy councillor ; and that the 
5b bey and chauntry lands fhould be reilored : 
the archbiihop drew up a large and full an- 
swer to their demands, clearly {hewing how 
unreafonable they were, how prejudicial to the 
real interests of the nation, and of what mif- 
<hievous confequence to religion ; juftly ex- 
posing the abutes and corruptions of popery,, 
and demoaftrating the nccefiity of a reforma- 
tion. Bifhop Bonner was fufpe&ed to be a 
Secret approver and ericourager of this rebel- . 
lion : and one of the rebel's chief pleas being, • 
that, during the king's minority, the ftate had 
no authority to make laws; Bonner was en- 
joined to preach on this very fubjeft, to (hew 
the falfljood and danger of foch pernicious te- 
nets, and aflert the king's juft power. But, 
inftead of obeying, in his difcourie he caft 
bitter reflections on the reformation, and* 
threw out fome fly infinuations againft the 
government; and mfonuation being given 

thereof 
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thereof by Latimer and Hooper, a commiffion 
was iffued out to archbiihop Cranmer, biihop 
Ridley* and others, to .proceed againft him. 
When he appeared before the comraiilioners* 
he refafed to give any dkec~t aafwer to the 
charge laid againft him ; pretending that the 
caufe of his prefent trouble was, his averting 
in his fcrmoft, the real presence of Chrift'a 
tody and blood in the facrament of the altar. 
Then he began in a moft audacious and in* 
foment manner to qtteftion the archljiftiop, con- 
cerning his belief in that points but was told 
that they came not there to difpute, bat to 
hear what anfwer he could make to the crimes 
laid to his charge. 

The archbifhop, with incredible patience, 
bore with his unparallediniblence, no lefsthan 
ftven feffions fucceffively; but theft finding him 
Incorrigible, and that he was refbived hot to 
fiftfwer to the articles alledged againft him ; 
but iaftead of that to revile -and calumniate hit 
judges ; hes in the name of the reft of the 
commrffioners, pronounced him contumax, 
and proceeded to the fenteace of deprivation, 
Bonner protefted againfi the validity of this 
fentenee $ becaufe he did not appear before 
them* of 4»s own free will, but was a prifoner, 
and con&feifted to appear. To which the 
archbiihop replied, that the feme plea might 
be made by any traitor and rebel, fince no 
criminal is willing to be brought to juftice. 

The next year bifhop Gardiner, alfo, was, 
for hisx>bftinate oppofition to the reformation, 

C % cited 
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cited before the archbifhop, and other com* 
miffioners. At his firft appearance he protefK 
ed sgainftthe authority of the judges, and ex* 
cepted againft the legality of their commiffion: 
he protefied alfo againft the perfbns who ap» 
peared againft him ; and behaving himfelf in 
the fame haughty and arrogant manner as 
Bonner had done bofore, he was at laft de- 
prived, after they had borne with his infblence 
»o lefs than two and twenty fefikms at different 
places, from the 15 th of December, to the 
14th of February. This year the archbifhop 
publifhcd his defence <g of the true and ca- 
tholic doctrine of the facrament of the body 
and blood of our Saviour Chrift." He had 
flow, by die affiftance of bifhop Ridley, over- 
come thofe ftrong prejudiceshe had long la- 
boured under, in favour of the corporeal pre- 
fence ; and in this treatke, from fcripture and 
reafon, excellently confuted rt. Thepopifh party 
were alarmed at the publication of it; and 
foon after two anfwers to it were pubKfhed* 
the one wrote by doctor Smith, the other by 
Gardiner. The archbifhop -defended his boos 
againft them both : and was allowed by all 
impartial readers, vaftly to have the fupe- 
riority in the argument. The archbifhop's 
book wa6 afterwards tranflated into latin, 
by. Sir John Cheke, and was highly efteemed 
«by all learned foreigners, ior the great know- 
ledge in fcripture and- ecclefiaftical antiquity 
.therein difcovered. The next material oc- 
currence relating to the archbifhop, was die 

publication. 
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publication of the forty two articles of reli- 

fion; which, with the affiftance of oilhop 
•kJley, he drew up for preferving and main- 
taining the purity and unity of the church. 
They were alfo revifed by feveral other bi- 
ftops and learned divines ; and, after their 
corrections, farther enlarged and improved by 
Cranmer. Theie articles were agreed to in 
convocation, and were afterwards publifhed 
by royal authority, both in Latin and fenglifb. 

The arch bi (hop had formed a defign, in the 
reign of the late king Hfcnry, to review and 
purge -the old canon law from its popifh 
corruptions, and had made fome progrefs in 
the work : but by the fecret artifices of 
Gardiner and others, the king wa* pre- 
vailed upon not to countenance or encourage 
it. In this reign he refumed his deiign, and 
procured' a commifEon from the king, for 
himfelf, with other learned divines and law- 
yers, diligently to examine into the church ~ 
laws ; and to com pita fuch a body of laws as 
they thought moll expedient to be pradliied 
in the ecclefiaftical courts, and moil conducive 
to order and good difcipline. The arch bi (hop 
profecuted this undertaking with great vigour, 
and had the principal hand in it : but when a 
direct and complete- draught of itiwas fmifhed 
and prepared for the royal aflent, the unhap- 
py death of the good king blafted this great 
defign, and prevented its confirmation. The 
book was publiihed by archbifhop Parker, in 

C 3. the 
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the year 3^71, intituled, " Reformatio leg«m 
eccleiiafticarum," 

King Edward was now far gone in a coa- 
fum prion, he had been perfnaded by the arti- 
fices of the duke of Northumberland, to ex- 
clude his fitters, and to bequeath the crown to 
the lady Jnne Grey, who was married to 
Northumberland's fon. The arehbifliop did 
his utmoft tooppofe this alteration of the fuc* 
ceffion : he argued againft it with the king, 
telling him, that religion wonted not to be 
defended by fuch umaghteoufs methods ; that 
it was one of the grofs errors of the papifts,. 
to juftify the excluding or depofing -princes 
from their jvtii rights, on account of religion j : 
and, let the conference be what it would* 
juftice ought to take place, and the protection 
of the church committed to the care of -that 
righteous providence, which was never known 
to give a blefSng to thofe who endeavoured to 
preserve themfelves from any imminent danger 
by unlawful means. But his majefty besag 
over-perfuaded by Northumberland's agents, 
was not to be moved from his refolution : 
the will was made, and fobferibed by the 
council and the judges. The archbishop was 
lent for laftof all, and required to fubferibe: 
but he plainly told them he could not do it 
without perjury, having (worn to the entail of 
the crown on the two princeffes, Mary and Eli- 
zabeth. To this the king replied* that the 
judges, who beft knew the conJhtution, fhould 
be moft regarded, ia tJus point; and they had 

informed 
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Informed him, that notwithstanding that en- 
tail, he might lawfully bequeath the crown to 
the Jady Jane. The archbiihop dcfired to 
difcourfe with them himfelf about this matter; 
and they all agreeing, that he might lawfully 
fobfcribe to the king's will, he was, after many 
perfuafion*, prevailed upon to refign his own 
private fcruples to their authority ; and at laft, 
. not without great rek*c*lancy, he fet his hand to 

On the fixth of July, in the year of our 
Lord i$$p it pleafed almighty God to take 
to hitnielf this pious and good prince, king 
Edward ; and the archbifhop having fubfcribed 
to the king's will, thought, himfelf obliged, 
by virtue of his bath, to join the lady Jane. 
But her (hort-lircd power fooh expired, and 
queen Mary's title wat itmver&Uy acknow- 
ledged, and fttbmitted to/. Not long after her 
acceffion, a falfe report was raifed, that arch- 
bifhop Cranater,,in order to make his court to 
the queen, had offered to reilore the Latin 
iervicc, and that he had already faid mafs ia- 
his cathedral ehurch at 'Canterbury. To vin- 
dicate himfelf from this vile and bafe afper- 
tion, the archbiihop publiihed a declaration, 
in which he nou only cleared himfelf from 
that unjuft imputation, but offered pubiickly 
to defend the Englifh liturgy, and prove it 
oonfbnant to fcripture and the pureft antiquity ; 
and challenged his enemies to a difputation. 
This declaration foon kll into the hands of 
the council* , who <fent a copy of it to th< 

G-4 r queen's--. 
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queen's commiffioners ; and the^y immediately 
fent ibr the archbifhop,. and;queflioncd. hisn. 
about it. Cranmer acknowledged it to be his ; 
but complained tha.t it had,, contrary to his in- 
tent, ftolen abroad in, fo imperfed a condi- 
tion : for his defign was to review and coa- 
xed it ; and then, after, he had put his feal to 
it, to &x. it up at St. Paul's, and on all the 
church doors in London, This bold and ex- 
traordinary anfwer To irritated them, that they 
fent him to the Tower,, there to be confined, 
till the queen's pleafure concerning him was 
known. Some of his friends whoforefaw this 
ftorm, had advifed him to confult his fafety by 
retiring beyond fea ; but he thought it would 
refleft a. great diftiqnpur on the caufe.he had 
efpoufed, i£ he mould defect' his flation at 
fuch a time as this i and chofe, rather to jiazavd. 
his life, than give fuch jufl caufe of fcandal 
and offence. 

. In the middle of November, archbiihop 
Cranmer was attainted by the parliament, and 
^adjudged, guilty of high treafon, at Guildhall. 
His fee was hereupon declared void: and on 
the tenth of. December, the dean and chapter 
of Canterbury gave commiflions to federal per- 
fons to exercife archiepifcopaj, jurifdi&ion ia 
their pame, apd by their authority. Arch- 
biihop Cranmer wrote a very fubmiffive letter 
to the queen, in the moft humble manner ac- 
knowledging his fault, in contenting to fign> 
the king's will; acquainting her what preffin& 
inilances he, made, to. the king againll.it $ anj 

excufin^ 
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excufing his fatdt," by being over-ruled by the • 
authority of the judges and lawyers, who, he • 
thought, nnderftood the conftitution better 
than he did- himfelf. The queen had par- 
doned Co many already, who had been far 
more deeply engaged in the lady Jane's ufur- 
patiorr, that Cranmer could not for (hame be 
denied ; fa he was forgiven the treafon : but, 
to gratify Gardiner's maHce, and her own 
implacable hatred againft him for her mother's 
divorce, orders were given to proceed againft 
him for herefy* 

In April, f544,theardibiftiop was removed 
from the Tower to Windfor, and from thence 
to Oxford, todifpute with fome feleft perfons 
of both univerfities. At the firft appearance 
of the archbifhop-in the public fchoofs, three 
articles were given him to fubfcribe ; in which 
the corporeal- pretence, by tranfubftantiatioh, 
was-aJTerted, and the mafs affirmed to be & 
propitiatory facrifce for the fins of the living 
and dead. Thefe, he declared freely, he 
efteemed grofs untruths ; and promifed to give 
an- anfwer concerning them in writing. 

Accordingly he drew it up 5 and, when he 
was brought again to the tehoofe to difpute,. 
*he delivered the writing to Dn Wefton, the 
prolocutor,' At eight in the morning the di£ 
putation began-) and held till two in the after- 
noon : all which time the archbilhop conftantly 
maintained the truth, with great learning and - 
courage, againft a multitude of clamorous and 
infolent opponents :- and three days after, her* 

C 5 VV»«-~ 
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was again brought forth to Qppofe Dr. Harpfl 
field, who was to refpond for his degree in. 
divinity ; and hew he acquitted himielf 
6) well, clearly (hewing the grofs abfarditie*, 
and inextricable difficulties of the do&riae of 
tranfubftantiation, that Wefton himfelf, a* 
great a bigot as he was, could not but difmi& 
him with commendation. In thefe difputa- 
lions, with other flandexoas reproaches, the 
archbifhop was accufed for corrupting and fel- 
fifying a parage which, in his book of the Sa- 
crament, he had quoted from St. Hilary. la 
anfwer to which* he replied, that he had 
tranfcribed it verbatim from the printed book 5 
and that Dr. Smith, one of their own divines^ 
there prefent, had quoted it ward for wordv 
alfo. But Smith made no reply, being eon* 
fcious that it was true* 

When the difputation was over, one Mr; 
Heleot remembring that he had Smith's book, 
went directly to his chamher in Univerfity- 
college; and comparing it with Cranmer's, 
found the quotations exaftly to agree. Me af- 
terwards looked into a book of Gardiner's,* 
called, " The Devil's Sophiftry," where the* 
fame paflage was cited; and both the Latin 
and Englifh agreed exaftly with Cranmer'a 
t quotation and tranflatioa. Upon this he re- 
folved to carry the faid books to the archbi- 
fhop in prifon, that he might produce them hi 
his own vindication. 

When he came thither, he was flopped and 
brought before Dr. Wefton and his collegnes, 

who* 
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>, upon information of his defign, charged 
±im with treafon, and abetting Cranmer in 
few herefy $ . and committed him to prifon. 
The next day he was again brought before 
thfetn, and they thfeatnedtft fend him to bifhop • 
Gardiner, to be tried for treaibn, unlefs he 
would fubfcribe to the- three articles concern- 
ing which the. difoutatkws had been held* 
This he the* refuted ; . but, being fent for 
•gain, after the condemnation of Cranmer, 
through fear he confented to it ; yet not till 
. they had afibred him, that, if he finned by fo 
doing, they would take the guilt upon them- 
selves, and. anfwer for it to God : and yet 
even this fubfeription, of which he afterwards 
heartily repented, could not prevail for the 
seftoring hie book*, left he mould fhew them 
to their fliame; nor for his entire discharge, 
the matter of Univerfity-coUege being com- 
manded to keep a itrift watch over him till 
Gardiner's pleasure concerning hi m was known ; . 
and, if he heard nothing from him in a fort- 
night's time, then to expel him the college 
for his offence. 

On the twentieth »of April, Cranmer was 
brought to St. Mary's, before the queen's 
commimoners 5 and refuting to fubferibe, was ' 
pronounced an heretick, and fentence of con* 
demnation read againft him as fuch : upon 
which he told them* that he appealed from , 
their unjuft fentence and judgment to the j udg- 
ment of the Almighty ; and that he trufted to 
be. received to his prefence in Heaven, for 

C 6 maintaining 
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maintaining the truth of whofe Spiritual pffr- 
&nce at the altar: he. was there condemned* 
After this his fervants were difmifled from their 
attendance, and himfelf closely confined in. 
priibn. The latter, and a popiih .convoca- 
tion met, and did archbifhop Cranmer the 
honour to order his book ©f> the Sacrament 
to be burnt,, in* company with* the Englifk 
Bible and Common- Prayer- Book. 

Cranmer, in the mean time, fpenthis me* 
lancholy hours in. writing a vindication of hit 
treatife concerning the EuchariJt, from the 
objections of Gardiner, who had publifhed a 
book againft it > under the feigned .name of 
Marcius Antonius Conftantius. Many of the 
learned men of the Romith perfuafion came to 
vifit him in priibn, and endeavoured, by difr 
putations and conferences, to draw him over 
to their church, but in vain. v 

In 1555, a new commiifion wasr feat from 
Rome for the trial of archbiuop Cranmer for 
herefy ; the former Sentence againft him being 
void in law, becaufe the authority of the pope 
was not then re eilabliihed. The commiifion* 
ers were Dr Brooks, bHhop of Glouceftcr, .the 
pope'3 delegate, Dr. Stork, and Dr. Martin* 
doctors of the civil-law, the queen's commifr 
fiohers. 

On the twelfth of September they met at 
St. Mary's church ; and, being feated at the 
high altar, commanded the archbifhop to be 
brought before them. To the queen s com* 
miflkmers, as reprefenting the fupreme autho- 

. rity 
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illy of the nation, he paid ail due refpefi,' butt 
absolutely refufed to ihow any .to, the* pope's* 
delegate, left he fhould feem to make the leafc 
acknowledgment of his nfurped Supremacy* 
$rooks, in along oration^ exhorted him to 
confider from whence he. was fallen %, advifing 
him, iasthe moft earned and pathetic manner* 
t»retnjn to his hoty mother,, the Roman-ca* 
tholic church ; and, by the example of his re* 
pentance, to reclaim thofe whonuhis. pad er«* 
rors had milled* 

In this oration he betrayed ; great ienoranc* 
both of icripture and antiquity : of fcriptttrev 
by affirming, that, the Ariana had more.textSf 
by two andfbtty, to countenance their errors* 
than the Catholics had. for the maintenance of 
the truth : of antiquity,- by making Origin 
write of Bemngarius* who lived near eight 
hundred years after him ; and, by confound* 
log the great St. Cyprian with another. Cy-. 
pnan at Antioch, laying the magical- ftudies 
of the latter to the charge pf the former. 

When, he had finished hit harangue, Dr« 
Martin* in a ftort jf psecfc, began to open the 
trial, acquainting the aschbifliop w&h.the ar-« 
tides . ailed g^d againjt him, and requiring his. 
anftyer. The artistes contained a charge, of 
perjury, incontinence, and herefy : firft, on 
account of his?- opposition to the papal ty- 
ranny ; the fecond, in refpe&io his marriage ; 
and the laft, " on account ,of the reformation in 
the late reign, r in which he had the chief 
baud, ... .:...•.. 

The 
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: The anftbiftep having liberty to Iperict. 
-afar lie had* repeated die Lord's Prayer- and 
the Greedy began with a jnfti£carion of hit 
coaduft in relatioft of his icftoancuig the 
pipe's fupremaey ;»the admiffion of which he 
ppe*ed, by many intiaace*, to be conwy to- 
th*«atttral allegiaaoeof tbefiibje6\ # the ian- 
ffatofttttal km of the nealon -and the original 
etjbikotiofi of «be* Cfefl&ia* ehajich; and* it*, 
the eloftv he boidt^cha^ged Bwiofcte *kh j*r- 
jury for fitting there by the pope's authority, 
whkh he had fokamly abjured. Brooks: en- 
deavoured to vindicate hitoftlf, and retort th* 
charge on the archbUhop, by pretending; . 
thathe was fodoeed by Granmef td take thjr 
oath : bat this, tbearobbifhop ttl&him* wm 
a grofs tSKtratb, the pope's fapnemacy having 
received the /aid blow from fair ^redkeedbr, . 
archbifhop Warhatn, by whofe advice Jang 
Henry had fent to both the univerfitjes, to ex- 
amine what foundation it had in* the word of. 
God : to which he replied, and ga#e is under 
their • feal, That, by the weed <& God, the - 
supremacy was veiled- in» the- king, not tho - 
pope; and that* Brooks had* then fobicrtbed 
this determination ; and therefore wronged t 
him, in pretending that he was {educed oy 
him. At this Brooks was in a great confu- 
jfion, and cried, ** We caine to exatoine yon,, % 
and, I think, you examine us." Then Dr. 
Storic began to rail at the archbHhop in an in- 
decent manner, for excepting again* the 1 ath* . 
thority of his judge; and moved bifhop Brooks s 

to.* 
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te> require fioq» the archhiihop a direft anfwer 
to their articles, whereof he ftood accoied } 
or, if he continued to deny the authority of 
the pope, and to decline aafwering, tt> pro* 
ceed to ientence againft him. After which 9 
Dr. Martin had a ihort conference with the? 
arcjibiibop about bit conduit in relation to the, 
fopretfmcy and the doftrine of the E*rchari£* 
and then they proceeded to demand hi* anfwer 
tocer^isinterrp^itoirietconc^nung thecjimev 
laid to his charge : to which he implied in io 
fall and fcrisfa&ory a manner, that Brooks • 
thought himfelf obliged to make another 
fpeecJft, to take off the impre#on his defence, 
might have made upon the people. It wa# 
much nnbecoming the gravity of a biihop* 
confining only otfcurriTaus and unchriftiao 
railings, and uncouth and fi^phifticaLmifappli^ 
cations of fcjjpture and the fathers. 

After this, the archbimop was cited to ap* 
pear at Rome within fbmicore days, and there 
to anfwer in perron : to which he replied, 
that he would- vmy willingly confent, if the 
queen would give him lea*e to go to Rome* 
and jollify the reformation tor the pope'* face. 
But this was only a mock-citation, for be was 
kept all that time dofe confined ; and yet, at 
the end of fourfcore days, was declared con- 
tumax,. for wilfully abfenting himfelf from 
Some, whither he, was legally fumtnoned » 
and, in confluence thereof, was degraded,, 
as we ihall fee hereafter* 

la 
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** In the mean time, farther to manifeft the^ 
Iriftncerity of Dr. Stiltingfleet, and td vindi- 
cate the character of the arch bi (hop, I fhall fet 
down hi» laft judgment, concerning the ex- 
tent of the regal Supremacy, a* contained in* 
his anfwer to Dr. Martin. When that do&or 
afked him, Who was fupreme head of the 
Church of England r - The bifhop anfwered/ 
•* Chrift is head of this member, as well as of 
the whole body of the- catholic church." 
When the doctor again demanded, Whether 
he had not declared king Henry the . head of 
tlife church?- " Yes," faid the bHhop, «« of 
all' the people in England, as well eccleiiaftical 
as temporal.'* " mat !" fays Martin, " and 
niot of the church?**' "No;" replied the archbi-' 
ihbp ; " for Ghriffconty is head of the church, 
and of thWaith, and religion of the fame." * 
The February following, a new commiffiohr 
was given to bifhop Bonner and bifhop Thirl- - 
by, for the degradation of the archbifhop^ 
When they came down to Oxon, the archbi- 
fliop was brought before them ; and, after 
they had readthtircommifEon from thepope>- 
Bonner, inS a fcurrilous oration, irifirlted over, 
him in a mod unchriftian manner ; - for which' 
he was often rebuked by bffhop-Thiflby. fn 
the-commiffion it was declared, that the caufe' 
had been-imparfially heard at Rome ; the wit-. 
nefles on both fides were examined, and the 
arehbifhop's -council allowed to make the bed 
defence for him they -could. At the reading 



*£ this, the;archbiflwp. could not help cryrag 
*Mtf» *? Good Go4 j whfct«ue& am. thete I that 
X being continually in prifoo, . and not fuf* 
Jered* to have council or advocate at home* 
QiouljL produce witneffes, and appoint my 
council at Rome I God muft needs punifh this 
open and mamelafs •tying.'" i • ... *♦ . / 
When Boofteri hgd. fkuibed his invettive 
againft him, they ptpceeded to deg&de Jbinv; 
and., that they migh*'in*ke him.aa ridieulou* 
as they could, the epifcopal habit which .they 
had put on him, was made of canvas and old 
clouts. Then ^ie archbiihop, pulling ant t£ 
his ileeve a written appeal, delivered it to them, 
faying, " I appeal to the next general coiuv 
eik" . 

; When tfcey hatLdegsaded him, they pat on- 
Jum^an^-old thrfttdsbare. beadle-gown,. and a 
townftnan's ,.coat $ and in; that gari> . delivered 
him over to thf fecular power. As they were 
leading him to prifon, a gentleman came and 

§ave Tome money to the bailiffs for the arch* 
ifliop \ but tjiis charitable action gave fuch, 
.offence to Bonder,) thftt he ordered the. gentle* 
man to be.feizedj a«fid, had he not found great 
friends to intercede for him, wouid have, fent 
him up to. the, council to be tried ibtitv 1 : 

While the archbi{hop continued in .prifon, 
no endeavours were omitted to work^iim over 
to the church of Rome. Many of ^be moil 
eminent) divines in the univerfity reforted to 
himd^iry, hopjnjg, l?y arguments and perfua* 
fipns,; to. wojrfe. Qnhms ,but # in vaioi; fk» 

hs 
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lie hdd fait the pro&ffionof the-faith, without 
wavering ; and could not be fliaken, by any 
of the terrors of this- world, from {lis con- 
ikancy in die truth : nay, even when fte faw 
the barbarous martyrdom of his dear qgmpa- 
judus, bi&pp Ridley, and bifliop Latimer, he 
was fo far from fhrinking, thai he not only 
grayed to God to ftrengtlfen them, but Alfoy 
by their example; to^&imwhim to a patiefct 
«ipeaiadontaftd *ndofani*e of the fame £ery. 
trial. ' :*' i . « - ! ; > 

At laft the papifts bethought theaifejve* of a- 
Uratagem which proved fatal to him ;, they re^ 
moved him from prifcri to thfe. lodgings of th* 
-dean of Chrift-ektftch ; they t&ated niiH with 
the greateft civ^ty and refpeft* and made him 
great proxnifes of the qaefenfc favour, and the 
reititution of; hi* -for nwr «d%«kiti©s, with many 
other* honours and; jfreferinerita aecttaWlated, 
if he would recant. And new, behold a utoft 
aftonUhing inftance of human frailty! The 
man, who had, with fuch undaunted resolu- 
tion, fuch 'un&aken oon&aney, and fo trury 
primitive & spirit of martyrdom; faced the ter^ 
tot of death; and dtied 4&e mofte*qtii£fe tot* 
totes, fink* -under this laft temptation, falk a 
prey to 'flattery and AyfoxJriSfy, and contents :tfr 
recant ! It is a vulgaf e*ror> even in our beft 
hiftoriajis, to fuppofej that the archbHhop ac- 
knowledged the whole of popery at once, and 
fuWcribed but one recantation. Bat this mif- 
ttke is now rectified by. the labour of the in- 
dui^iovw M#. fc tfrype* who ha* defoof ered how 

fubtilly ; 
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fubtilly he was drawn in by the papifts to fub- 
- fcribe fix different papers ; the firtt being ex- 
prefibd in ambiguous words, capable of • a (a*- 
vouAle conHrndion ; and the £ve following 
pretqpded to be only explanations of the firft. 

It «s very, probable, that, had they ao 
quainted Cranmer with the ; whole of fiheir dew 
£gn at once, he would neVpr have been fe>- 
duced to redeem his life #ith fuch a *dftho- 
nourable compliance : buVwljen they- had*, 
by their hypocrify and msUice,, drawn him in 
•to a firft and fecond recantation, afiiamed to 
retract after he had gone (b-far* and anwilling 
to Ibfe the benefit of his pail fubferiptions, 
.prevailed with him to go on..; Hiving gained 
ground Upon him thus far,t|hc/ grew bold 
and baiefaced ; and, in the fifth paper (which 
is in Fox's Martyrology, and has ocen com* 
monly thought to be his only recantation) 
they Quired him to rco^ancc and anathema! 
iize all Lutheran and Zuinglian hereiies and 
errors ; to acknowledge the one holy catholic 
church tCf be that whereof the pope is the 
head 5 and to declare him the fupreme biftiop, 
-andChrirVs vicar, to whom all Ghriftians ought 
to be fobjccV 

Then followed an expreieaoknowtedgmeni 
of tranfubftantiation, the (even facramente, 
purgatory, and of all the doctrines of the 
church of Rome in general ; with a prayer to 
-God to forgive his pail opposition to them; and 
an earneftintteaty to all, who had been mifkd 
by his do&anc and example* to return to the 

-amity 
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Unity of the church. . And yet even this, futfl 
■and exprefs as it, was, did not give content ; 
ixit a. fixth was Hill required ; which wai 
drawn up in fuck ftrong and ample term 5 that 
nothing was capable of being added g) it ;. 
containing a prolix acknowledgment of all' the 
-popifti errors and corruptions, and a molt 
grievous accufatkfe of himielftas a blafphemer> 
.an enemy of. Chrtft, and a murderer of fouls ^ 
on account of his, being the author of king; 
Henry's. divorce; .and of all the calamities*, 
fehifms, and herefies, of which that was the. 
fpuntain. Th& laft paper he fubferibed on* 
Uie eighteenth of March; not in the leaft fuf- 
peding that tl|e. papifts defigned, notwitb- 
Handing all thj& mbfcriptions, to bring: him, 
to the flake ; dbd that' the writ was already 
.figned for his execution. 

Thefe fix papers were, foon .after his death*, 
fent to the prefs by Bonner v and publifheo% 
with the addition of another^ which they had 
prepared fojrhim to- fpeak at St. Mary's before 
his execution^ and, though he then, fpake to 
a quite, contrary efieft, and revoked all his 
^prmer;rocaat5ktions, yet Bonncxhad the confi- 
dence to publiih this to. the world, as if it had 
been approved ; and made- ufd of by the arch- 
bjfhop. 

*The day appointed for his execution was 
the twenty-firft of March ; and Dr. Cole was 
fent to Oxford to prepare a fermon for the oc- 
cafion. : The day before,. Cole vifited him 111 
tfee prifon, whither he was now removed ; and 

afcejii 
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alked him, if he Hood firm in the faith he haS 
fubfcribed I To which Cranmer gave a fatif. 
factory anfwer. The next morning Cole vi* 
sited him again ; exhorted him to conftancy,' 
and gave him money to difpofe of to the poor, 
as he faw convenient. 

Soon after, he was brought to St. Mary*s 
church, and placed on' a low fcaffold ove* 
againft the .pulpit. Then Dr. Cole began his. 
fermon ; the chief fcope whereof Was, to en- 
deavour to give fome reaibns why it was expe- 
dient that Cranmer ihould fuffer, notwithftand- 
ing his recantation : and, in the clofe, he ad- 
drefied himfelf particularly to the archbifliop, 
exhorting him to hear up with courage againft 
the terrors of. death ; and, by the example of 
the thief on the crofs, encouraged him not to 
defpair, iince he was returned, though late,- 
into the bofom of the catholic church, and 
to the profeffion of the true apoftolical faith. • 
The archbifhop, who, till now, had not 
the lead ^notice of his intended execution, was. 
' flruck with horror at the bafe inhumanity and 
unparallelled cruelty (not to be exceeded ia 
the infernal regions!) of their proceedings* 
. It is utterly impoffibte to exprefs what inward, 
agony he felt, and what bitter angnifh hiafoul 
was perplexed with. During the whole fer- 
mon he wept inceflantly : lometimes lifting 
-p his eyes to Heaven, fometimes cafting 

lem down to the ground, with marks of the 

tmoft dejection. 
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* When it was ended, being moved to make 
a confcffion of his faith, and give the world 
&tis&3ion of bis dying a good catholic, he 

?oafented, and, kneeling down, began the 
bllowing prayer : 

" O Father of Heaven ! O Son of God, 
Redeemer of the world ! O Holy Ghoft, pro- 
ceeding from them both, three perfons and 
one God ! have mercy upon me, the moft 
wretched caitiff" and miserable iinner ! I, who 
have offended both heaven and earth, and 
more greivoufly than tongue can exprefs ! 
Whither, then, lhall I go ? or, Where (hall I 
fly for fuccour ? To heaven, I am afhamed 
to lift up mine eyes 5 and, on earth, I find no 
refuge ! Wbat toair 1 then do ? Shall I de- 
spair r 4 God forbid ! O, good God, thou 
art merciful, and refufeik none who come 
unto thee for fuccour! To thee, therefore, 
do I run ; to thee 60 I humble myfelf ; fay- 
ing, O Lord, my God," my fins be great, But 
yet have mercy upon me, for thy infinite mer- 
cy ! O God, the Sbn r waft thou not made 
man ? this great my fiery was not wrought for 
few or fraali offences only : neither cHdft thou 
give thy fon to. die, O God the Father, for. 
our fmailer crimes, but fof the greateft. fras: of 
the whole world ; fo that the iinner return 
vtnt0 thee with a penitent heart, as I do now 
Jn this moment. Wherefore take pity on 
me, O Lord, whofe property is always to have 
mercy : for, though my fins be great, yet thy 

- mercy 
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mercy is greater. I crave nothing, O Lord,' 
for my own merits, but for thy namefs feke,, 
and that it maybe glorified thereby, and for* 
thy dear £on Jefui Chrift's fake; in whofe, 
words I conclude : Our Father, fcc/' ., , ; 

Having finiihe4 the Lord'? Prayer, he rofe 
horn his knees j and, after he had exhorted „ 
the people to a contempt of the vanities of this 
•finful and deceitful world, a patient obedience 
to the queen, mutual love and charity, and 
bounty to, the poor;, he told them, that, be- 
ing now on the brink o£ eternity, he w©ui<jL 
freely declare unto them his real faith, and opi- 
nion, without the ieaft reserve, or difli inula tip a», 
Then be repeated the ApoAle's Creed, and 
profefled bis /belief thereof, and of all things 
contained in the Old and New Teftament : 
after which lie declare^! his great and jftafeigned* 
repentance, lor having, contrary to hi$ faith*. 
fiibfcribed the, ppf«& hereiies ;, lamented * 
with many tears, .his. grievQus fall j .and de- 
clared, that the hand, which had,fo ofiended, 
ihould be burnt before the reft of his body. 
Then he renounced the pope, in the moil ex- 
prefs terms, , and profeued his belief concern* 
hag the Euchari|t„ to be the fame with what 
he had averted, in his. book againil Gardiner. 

This was a grievous difappoinment to the 
papifls; they made ,loud .clamours, and 
charged him, with hypocrify and fallhood. To 
which he meekly replied, That % he was a plain 
man, and nearer acted' the hypocrite but when 
he was feduced by them to a recantation.*— 

Upon 
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Upon this they hurried him to the (take; to 
which he approached with a chearful counte- 
nance ; ^and, notwirhftaodingf the eariielr, forii*. 
citations- pf : many of the papifts^ contitiuecl 
flill to declare his utter abhorrence of the po- 
pifh errors, and hearty reperitarice for having 
recanted. 

After this,' he kneeled down and prayed; 
■and then,, having utidrefTed himfelf, and taken 
leave of his friends, he ' was bound to the; 
flake. As foon as the fire was kindled, he 
; ftretched forth his right arm, and held it,, 
ItedfafHy and without fhrinkipg, ia the flame 
(only once he wiped his face with it) till it 
was quite confumed, which was fome time be- 
fore the fire reached his body, nor expreffing 
any great 4cnfe of pain. He often cried out, - 
44 Tfrrs Unworthy hand 1 thp unworthy hand;" 
and, lifting up his eyes to Heaven, expired, 
with the dying words of St, Stephen in his 
mouth ; *< Lord r Jefus receive my fpirit !" 

- He was a man naturally of a mild and gen- 
tle temper ; not e'afrly provoked, and yet Co 
<eafy to forgive, and reward good for evil, , 
that it became a kind of proverb concerning ' 
Mm, " Do my lord of Canterbury a fhrewd ' 
turn, and he will be' your Wend as long as 
you live." ^ - .- • "* * . 

His candour and fmcerity, faithful nefs and 
integrity, meeknefs arid humility, were ad- 
mired by all who converfed with him : and, 
when he was in power, his'lenit^'to the pa- 
pifls was fo great, that he was charged with 

* . - remifnefs 



THOMAS CRANMER. 49 

remifhefs and negligence : but his reply was, 
That men ought to have time allowed them to 
difentangle themfelves from their prejudices; 
and that, in the mean time, gentle ufage was 
more likely to have a better influence on them 
than could be expelled from rigorous treat- 
ment. 

He had, by ^ his interceffion with king 
Henry, preferved the prefent queen's life, 
when her father's anger was inflamed to fuch 
an extravagant pitch, and her ruin feemed fo 
irrevocably fixed, „£hat neither the duke of 
Norfolk, nor bifhop Gardiner, durft interpofe 
a word in her favour, left they fhould perifh 
with her : but the ungrateful queen, forget- 
ing this noble fervice, and his eminent zeal 
for her fucceffion, could not reft till fhe had 
brought him to the flake. 

As to his learning, he was an excellent di- 
vine. His knowledge in the fcriptures and 
fathers was equalled by few of his time : he 
was alio well read in. the canon and civil laws, 
and not unacquainted with the more polite 
part of learning. He had, in two folio vo. 
lumes, made large colledions from the fcrip - 
tures, fathers, councils, and fchoolmen ; and 
digefled them into common places : by which 
he bravely juftified the Engliflrreformatio^and 
Ihewed how far the church of Rome had de- 
generated from the doctrine, worfhip, and di- 
Icipline, of the primitive church, 

5.W.. III. D Thefe 
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Thcfe valuable remains, after they had been, 
for fome time loft, the papiib endeavouring to 
have them fupprefied, were, in the reign of 
queen Elizabeth, happily recovered by arch- 
bi&op Parker. 
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The LIFE op 



'Stephen Gardiner. 

THIS great man was an able lawyer, a 
learned divine, and ihrewd flatefmanj 
being bifhop of Winchefter, and chancellor of 
England, in the fixteenth century, He was 
born of obfeure parents at Bury St. Edmond, 
in the county of Suffolk : but tome very good 
authorities give as to underftand, that he was 
the illegitimate fon of a prelate nobly de- 
scended and j-oyally allied, who took pains to 
conceal a circumftance fo difcrediting to him- 
(elf, by bellowing his miftrefs on one of his 
meaner fervants, whole name this infant bore ; 
there appears to be the greateft probability 
that this was really the cafe : and, from an 
original picture of his, painted by Holben, 
we have good grounds to conclude, that his 
Birth ought to be fixed to 1483. 

We know nothing of his education, or the 
manner .in which he nafTed his youth ; but, 
that he was fent to tne univerfity of Cam- 
bridge, where he ftudied in Trinity-hall with 
great diligence and fuccefs. He was diflin* 
guifhed there by his quick parts, his correct 
pen, his elegance in writing, and fpeaking 

D 2 Latin 
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Latin, and for his extraordinary flile in Greek, 
which procured him very high compliments, 
as to his acquifitions in literature, when he 
was in no condition to reward flatterers. Jo 
procefs of time he applied hirofelf entirely to 
the civil and canon laws, for which that 
learned foundation was very famous. 

The reputation he -attained at Cambridge, 
foon opened him a paifage into the favour and 
confidence of feveral of, the greateft men of 
that age. Firft, as fome report, he was taken,, 
under the protection of that generous and po- 
tent peer, Thomas, duke of Norfolk ; and 
afterwards received into the family of the flill 
more potent cardinal Wolfey, in quality of 
fecretary*: but, whatever hopes he might en- 
tertain of rifmg at court, he had dill academi- 
cal honours in view; and, in 1520, he re- 
ceived the degree of doctor of civil law ; and, 
the year following, he was made doctor of 
canon-law alfo. There is no queflion that, 
as the cardinal of York's fecretary, he had a 
good provifion made for him; but this muft 
have been by way of penfion or falary ; for 
preferment, fo far as we find yet, he had 
none. ' 

In 152;, he was, by an accident, admitted 
at once into the king's pretence and favour, 
to the great fatisfaltion of the powerful cardi- 
nal his mailer ; though afterwards, as the po- 
liticians remarked, the cardinal funk in the 
fame proportion as this fervant of his rofe. 

At 
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At this juncture, the king's affairs at Rome 
were but in an untoward Situation, the Roman 
pontiff, Clement VII. having addrefs enough 
fo feed the king's agents with fair promifes, 
according to the {landing maxims of that 
court ; but, in effect, making no progrefs at 
all towards the king's point ; which was his 
obtaining a divorce from his queen, Catharine 
of Arragon. His majefty refolved to fend fome 
perfon thither, in whom he could entirely 
confide, and of whofe abilities and attach- 
ment he had a like opinion. After muck 
confideration, he fixed upon our doctor, novv 
become a mafler of Trinity-hall ; and, as bi- 
fhop Burnet remarks, efteemed, at that time, 
the bell civil lawyer in England ; to whom he 
joined Edward Fox, provoft of King's Col- 
lege, in Cambridge. 

Thefe commiflioners departed in February, 
1528. In their journey towards Italy, they 
executed a commiflion at the court of Paris, 
where, by warm and vigorous reprefentatiqns 
of what their matter had done, and might do, 
for king Francis, they obtained that monarch's 
letter to the pope, in as Urong terms as could 
be defired, in fupport of king Henry's de- 
mands. When they came to ' Ovleto. where 
the pope then was, Dr. Gardiner uied free 
language with his holinefs, fhewed him the 
danger he was in of lofing the king by play- 
ng a double game ; and how much injury he 
ould do the cardinal if he failed his expecla- 
ms. By thefe meafures all ■ was obtained 
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whkh his inftructions required, and a new 
xommiflicn, directed to the cardinals Wolfey 
and Campegius, wasi/Tued. 

In the courfe of this long embafly, the pope, 
whofe mind was continually perplexed, and to 
whom the imperial, French, and EnWm ati- 
Jii Iters allowed no quiet, fell dangerotifji&ll * 
the diforders of his affections operating ™o» 
the humours of his body : and this, as might 
be expected, gave a new nun to the intrigues 
©f Rome. 

Dr. Gardiner had as large a mare in thefe 
as any miniftex ; for he laboured the caufe of 
the cardinal of York* in cafe the pope's death 
made way for a new election : he alfo ma- 
naged the whole affair with his holinefs much 
to the fatisfaction of the king, the cardinal, and 
Anne Bullen ; all of whom writ him mo ft thank* 
ful and affectionate letters ; till, finding the 
pope was determined to do nothing, Henry 
called Gardiner from Rome, ia order to make 
ufe of him in the management of his caufe be- 
fore the legantine court. 

Upon his, return, he had the archdeaconry 
of Norfolk bellowed upon him by bifhop 
Nyx, of Norwich, for whom he had obtained 
fome favours from the pope. He was inftalled 
on the firft of March, 1529; and this, as far 
as appears, was his firft preferment in the 
church : out in the ftate his growth was. 
quicker ; for the king, having conftant need 
of his fervice, and not efteeming it proper u> 
ufe it while he belonged to another, took him 

from 
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from his mailer Wolfey, and declared him fe- 
cretary of fiate. 

In this fituation he was copfidered as having 
a large (hare in the management of all affairs ; 
and was particularly advifed with by the king,, 
when cardinal Campegio declared that the 
caufe was avoked to Rome. 

When, in conference of thefe proceeding?, 
Wolfey declined in favour, in his diftrefs he 
bad recourfe to his old fervant, then fecretary ; 
and, though fome have infinuated the con- 
trary, he met with, as fincere returns of grati- 
tude and friendihip, as he could defire or ex- 
pea. 

The year enfuing opened with the moil im- 
portant fervice, at. lead aa bis t mailer con- 
ceived it, that had been as yet rendered him 
by Dr. Gardiner; and which, neverthelefs, 
does more honour to his abilities than his vir- 
tue : and this was, to manage the univerfity 
of Cambridge fo as to procure their declara- 
tion in the King's caufe, after Dr. Cranmer's 
book would appear in fupport of it. This, 
in conjunction with Dr. Fox, he accom- 
plished, though not without much artifice and 
addtefs, as his own letters ihews ; which fuf- 
ficxendy demon ft rates, that men, and even 
great bodies of men, have been much the fame 
in all ages. After this great exploit, as it 
was then thought, his afcent in the churci* was 
marveloufly quickened. 

In the fpring of the year 1531, he was fn- 
ftalled archdeacon of Leicefter, refigning that 
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of Norfolk, which he had before ; and, to- 
wards the clofe of the month of September 
enfuing, he alio refigned that in favour of his 
coadjutor Dr. Edward Fox, who became af- 
terwards bifhop of Hereford. In the month 
of October, he was incorporated at the uni- 
versity of Oxford ; and, on the twenty-feventh 
of November, 1531, he was confecrated bi- 
fhop of Winchester, contrary to what many 
writers afTert, that he was not promoted to 
this fee till about three years after. On the 
fifth of December following, the temporalities 
were reftored ; which is a iufficient proof, that 
the former is the right date. 

Dr. Gardiner, it teems, was not apprized of 
the king's intentions, who would fometimes 
roaft him found ly, and, at the inftant he be- 
llowed it, put him in mind of it. " I have," 
faid he, «' often fquared with you, Gardiner, 
(a word he ufed for thefe kind of rebukes) but 
1 love you never the worfe, as the bifhopric 
I give you will convince you." 

He fat with Dr. Cranmer, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, when that prelate pronounced the 
fentence of divorce again ft queen Catharine ; 
or, rather, declared her marriage with the 
king null and void, on the twentieth of May, 
7933. The fame yeai* he was fent over to 
Marfeilles, that he might have an eye to the 
interview between the French king and the 
pope ; from whence his matter fufpedled fome 
detriment might fpring : and there he inti- 
mated the appeal of Henry VIII. to a general 
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council, in cafe the pope fhould pretend to 
proceed in his caufe : and he did the like on . 
the behalf of the archbifhop of Canterbury, 
who made a particular application to him, for { 
that purpofe. 

Upon his return to England, he was called '. 
upon, as other bifhops were, not only to ac- 
knowledge and yield obedience to the king as 
fupreme head of the church, but to defend it; 
which he did : and this defence, or court- fer- 
mon, he publifhed : and this is that celebrated 
piece entitled, *-' Of True Obedience." His pen 
was made ufe of upon other occafrons, and he 
never declined vindicating the king's proceed- 
ings in the bufinefs of the divorce, therfubfe- 
quent marriage, or throwing off the dominU 
on of the fee of Rome ; which writings then 
acquired him the higheft reputation. 

In the next year, 1535, he had fbme dis- 
pute with archbifhop Cranmer, on account of 
-his vifiting his diocefe ; upon which occafiont 
there appeared a good deal of heat on both 
fides. When he went over again to France, 
to refume his embafly, he had. the ill luck to 
differ with another archbifhop of Canterbury, 
as he afterwards became, Dr. Reginald! Pole, 
then dean of Exeter, whom, as king Henry's 
bittereft enemy, he prevailed on the French 
king to remove out of his dominions ; whence 
hote difputes grew which afterwards became 
ublic. 

D While 
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While he was thus employed,. Crimifele de« 
manded his opinion about a religious league 
with the princes of Germany ; which, on that 
bottom, he diflaaded ; and advifed making an 
alliance, grounded on political motives,, and 
' ilrengthened by fubfidies, which he thought 
would laft longer, and anfwer the king's ends- 
better. In ,1538, he was fent amba/Tador^ 
with Sir Henry Knevit, to the German Diet„ 
where he is allowed to have acquitted himfelf 
well in regard to his commiffion; but either 
fell into fome fufpicion, or was in danger of 
having fomething fattened to him, in reipeft 
to his fecret correfpondence with the pope,, 
which at that jun&ure might have been nis 
ruin. It is aflerted, that he was chief infti- 
gator of thofe fe verities, and was the principal 
author of all the cruelties committed, about 
this time, upon heretics, as they were then 
called ; which, being a matter of great confer 
quence, the reader may expedt fhould be more 
clearly dilcuflcd. The oaly way of doing this* 
will be to confider a few of thofe fang ui nary 
processings in which he is faid to have had 
the chief hand ; 'for this will fliew us what 
credit is due to the general fuggeftion, that 
perfecution was the great objeft of his coun • 
cils. 

Amongft thefe, the firft that occurs is the 
cafe of Lambert, who was burnt for denying- 
the real prefence in the facrament, and which, 
is Commonly attributed to the virulent fpirk 
of the biihop of Winchefter. The ftatute* 
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commonly called the fix articles, and which, 
it xnuft he owned, was the law on which many 
were put to death, is attributed to his con- 
trivance, and faid to have been paffed by his 
influence; having been warmly oppofed, both 
by the archbiihop, and the. vicegerent Crom- 
well ; but thofe who all edge he had no credit 
with the king, and was little beloved by the 
people, cannot expeft an implicit faith to at- 
tend fuch an aflertion. That he was princi- 
pally concerned in drawing it, and that he 
was very earneft in promoting it in the houfe 
of lords, in conjunction with the duke of 
Norfolk, and other lords fpiritual and tempo- 
ral, thofe muit have but little knowledge in 
Esglifli hiitory who will attempt to deny. It 
was not long after this, that Robert Barnes 
fell under profecution, and, in the ifTue, was 
condemned tor be burnt; who, became he 
(hewed particular fpleen againfl bifliop Gar- 
diner, and was firft committed to priion for 
want of refpedl to him in a fcrmon, he is fur- 
wifed to have been the author of all his fuf- 
fe rings, and the perfon. by whofe power that 
unfortunate fryar was at length brought to the 
ftak;e ; which *is mentioned as a fecond in- 
ilance of his good will to perfecution. There 
is no doubt, that, in the courfe of this reign, 
the bifhop of Winchester mud have done 
~aany things againfl his inclination, and fever 
al againfl his confcience. He was obliged to> 
ike a (hare in the divorce of Anne of 
beeves, which was none of the moft honour- 
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able; and he was like wife obliged to bear a 
part in that of queen Catharine Howard, 
which, confidering his attachment to their 
moft noble family, could be no very pleafing 
employment. But in thefe, and other com- 
pliances, he had many companions, and the 
excufes made for them by fome great pens, 
may ferve for him ; or the reader will pafs 
fen ten ce as he pleafes, fince we have no 
intention to difguiie faults, but to difclofe 
truths. 

Upon the death of Sir Thomas Cromwell, 
earl of Eflex, he was elected chancellor of 
the univerfity of Cambridge, 1540; which 
preferment was very acceptable to him. He 
{till preferved his mafterfhip of Trinity hall; 
and it was well he did preferve it, fince, in 
the next reign, this, in moft peoples opinion, 
preferved the foundation. As he was elecled 
chancellor of the uuiverfity of Cambridge^ 
without influence, he was very affidious in his 
office, that he might conciliate the afFe&ions 
of its members, and did all he could to pflSft 
them with his intereft at court, which, when 
he had done any great fervice, was very good. 
Certain it is, that whatever power or prefer- 
ments his 'compliances obtained under this 
monarch were dearly purchafed, fince they 
were held in continual hazard h and imbittered 
with violent ftorms of royal refentment ; 
which, though, as the prelate himfelf feys, 
he knew how to fufiain without finking, 
jnuft, . neverthelefs, be exceedingly diftafteful. 

In 
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In (ome conjunctures too, we are fatisfied, they 
filled him with many appre hen (ions, and, 
though he might be dextrous in fometimes* 
fhifung off the king's ill-humours, yet at 
others, how great or how alert foever his fpi- 
rit might be, he was forced to bear flights 
with patience, and even to fubmit to very 
difagreeable fupplications and expreflions of 
deep humility, and great fenfe of his own 
failings, directly contrary to the convi&ion op 
his confcience and underftanding. 

In the time of king Henry, theie were indif* 
penfable conditions of minifterial greatnefs;* 
nor was there any fuch thing as enjoyingcourt-' 
favours, without being expofed alfo to threats 
and frowns. Biihop Gardiner felt thefe, as 
Cranmer and others did alternately; living. 
now in the- fun^fhine, and by and by in the 
fliade, or rather, under a cloud. But, in die 
latter end of the king's life, the profpeft grew 
darker than ever. In 1544, if we may rely 
on the credit of John Fox, who allures us he 
had what he relates from one Morrice, who 
was fecretary to archbilhop Cranmer, this pre- 
late had a very narrow efcape from the great- 
eft dangers to which he was ever expofed in 
his whole life. He had a fecretary, and a re- 
lation, one German Gardiner, who is faid to> 
have been much in his favour, and who had 
diftinguifhed himfelf by his conferences with 
John Frith, the martyr, an account of which 
he publifhed. This young clergyman being 
fufpected in the matter of the king's fuprcrna- 
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cy, aprofecution was commenced againft him j 
and, his obftinacy being great, he was executed 
a* a traytor, March 7, 1544. The enemies 
of the bi&op, ami, as Fox fays, the duke of 
Suffolk particularly, fuggefted to the king, 
that it was very likely, notwithstanding all he 
had written, that he was of the fecretary'* 
opinion, and that, if be was once in the tower, 
matter enough might be found againft him ; 
on which his majefty confented to fend hint 
thither. But the bifliop, having intelligence 
of thjs, went immediately to the king, fubmit- 
ted with the utrnoft humility, confefled what- 
ever hismajefty charged him with, and, to the 
bo fmall difapp ointment of his enemies, by 
complying with the king's humour, and /hew- 
ing the deepeft concern tor his real or pretend- 
ed failings, obtained full pardon. Yet after 
this, we may fuppofe, provoked by fuch ufage r 
for, as Fox liates it, one cannot avoid feeing it 
was a defign to deftroy him at any rate; he 
thought of reigning upon this invention, and 
of turning their own artillery upon his adver- 
saries ; particularly againft Cranmer, as we 
have (hewn in that prelate's life, with theifliie 
©f their difference. 

After this, the king opening himfelf to 
bifliop Gardiner, upon fome fufpicions he en- 
tertained of his lali queen, Catharine Parr r 
as inclined to herefy ; he fo far improved thefe 
jealoufies, as to prepare a paper of articles 
again ft her, which the king figned, and it was 
agreed to fend her to the. Tower; but the 
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chancellor, who was entrufted with this 
paper, dropped it out of his bofom, and it 
was immediately carried to the princefs. She 
ib wrought upon the king's afFe£t}ons, as to 
dilpel his fufpicions ; and this brought fevere 
reproaches upon the chancellor, and the king's 
refentment agai&ft the biihop grew fo fbong, 
that he would never fee his face afterwards. 

We need not wonder, if, (landing in this* 
light with the king, when drawing towards 
his latter end, he left him out of his will, and 
did not appoint him one of the councilors to 
prince Edward, as he once intended. Sanders 
alledges another reafon for this, which was, 
that Gardiner, taking fome favourable oppor- 
tunity, perfuaded the king to retfore the fu- 
premacy to the pope, either by a folemn de- 
claration in parliament, if there was time to* 
call one, or by an authentic acl of his own, 
if there was not; which would fuificiently 
manifeft his intention. In this reipeel, the 
king, as he tells the ftory, foon* after changed 
his mind ; and thence proceeded his enmity to 
Gardiner. Bat all is pure fi&ion, for biihop* 
Gardiner himfelf, in a fermon before king 
Philip and queen Mary, mentions fome fuch 
thoughts in the king during the northern re- 
bellion ; and, had there been a grain of truth 
in it, no doubt would have mentioned his in- 
clination at this time. Befides, there actually 
was a parliament then in being, which was 
diilolved at his death. Some other reafons 
rcre aiEgned for the king's excluding him in 
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his teffament with no better foundation. But 
whatever ufage he might meet with, at any" 
time from his mailer, be mewed, upon all oc- 
casions, very high relpeft for his memory, and 
" ever fpoke and wrote of him with great de- ' 
ference ; and though Fox treats him •very 
coarfely on that head, yet others have thought 
there was in it as much of prudence as of* 
gratitude. For was his conduft lefs wary in. 
the reign of king Edward VI. while he would 
never fet a hand to the great work of refor- 
mation ; though he would not oppofe it, far- ' 
ther than by humbly remonftrating againft it. 
However this could not prevent his imprifon- 
ment, which, as a fenfible author obferves, 
was in all refpe&s extraordinary, and out of 
the common forms of juftice. 

He was fent for, when in London, to attend 
the council, three weeks before the vifitors, 
then appointed, came into his diocefe ; and, be- 
caufe he would not promife to'receive the homi- 
lies, and pay obedience to whatever the king's 
vifitors might require, the council, notwith- 
ftanding his clofe reafoning the point, as to its 
confitiency with law, and his earneft entreaty 
to give him a little fpace to con fid er, commit- 
ted him clofe prifoner to the Fleet. He was 
there, as wc fee by his letters and petitions, 
very ftriftly kept, and very indifferently ufed ; 
which mull have been by order, fince Joha 
Fox has marked or. the margin of one of his 
applications for redrefs, that the warden of th* 
Fleet was his friend. In the end he was dif 
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charged like a common malefadtor, under co- 
lour of the king's general pardon, -though 
never charged judicially with any offence. 
The very dates prove thefe fadts ; he was 
J committed September the twenty-fifth, the 
parliament aflembled. November the fourth, 
was prorogued December the twenty- fourth, 
and he was fet at liberty before the clofe of 
that year, 1547. Befides this, ail that we have 
advanced is fupported by unqueftion able au- 
thorities. In the courfe of this imprilbnment, 
it came out, that the famous ftate-book of re- 
ligion, publiihed by authority, under the title 
or t€ The Erudition of Chriftian Man,* was 
compiled chiefly by biihop Gardiner. By com- 
paring this with 'the religious fyftems in the 
reign of Edward VI. the difference maybe feen 
between his notions and thofe of Cranmer ; 
and from hence we may difcern, the proba- 
bility of his being in earneft in his declarations, 
without fuppofing, as almoft all writers do, 
milled therein by the papifts themfelves, that 
in his heart he was a bigot to popery. Arch- 
bifhop Cranmer was once as well plrafed with 
the book afore-mentioned as any body, and 
had recommended it as ftrenuoufly ; but now, 
having changed his mind as to the real pre- 
tence, he was not willing the world mould 
know its true author; and Gardiner, being 
tched with his infinuations, replied very ea- 
•ly in defence of hi3 book. 
Tpon his obtaining his liberty, the biihop 
t dow n to his diocefe, and there was fo far 

from 
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from creating any trouble or difturbancc, that 
he was remarkably active and diligent in giy • 
ing obedience, and feeing that it was given, 
to the laws concerning religion; but thote who 
had a diflike to him, would not fuffer him to 
be long quiet. They were no fooner in- 
formed of his returning to town, than they 
procured an order for him to come before the 
council, where he was roughly treated, and 
then directed to keep his houfe till he gave 
fatisfaction, which was to be done in a fermoa 
preached before the king and his minifters, in 
a public audience, for the .matter of which, 
he was directed, as well what he (hould not, 
as what he ihould fay, by Sir William Cecil. 
On St. Peter's day, the bijhop did accordingly 
preach, but was fo far from -giving fatbfac- 
tion, that the very next day, June the thirtieth 
1548, he was fent to the Tower, and continu- 
ed there a prisoner during all that reign. It 
was very near a year, nbtwithftanding repeated 
applications; that he continued there, without 
having fcarce any notice taken of him, his 
chaplain having admittance but once when he 
was ill, and then retrained becaufe his life 
was not thought in danger. When the pro- 
tector was depofed, or fome fin all time before 
he had hopes given him of his releafe, and 
from thofe it is likely who could have done it 
if they had judged it proper. But finding 
kimfelf deceived, he took the freedom of ap- 
plying himfelf, \>y letter, to the council, of 
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which we have probably a true, though cer- 
tainly a very unpolifhed, account -from, honell 
John Stowe ;. who likewife tells us, very plain-. 
ly, why he pubUfhed it ; which, in effect, was, 
that no body elfe would. 

When the duke of Somerset, though re- 
moved from his high office, found, means to 
come again into power, and to be called to 
council," the affair of bifhop Gardiner was 
brought once more on the carpet, and the 
duke and others, by virtue of an order of that 
board, went to confer with him in the Tower, 

iune the ninth 1550. It was propofed that 
e fhould make a fubmifEon for what was 
paired, fhould teftify his approbation of all 
that had been done in religion iince he had 
been laid afide, and that he fhould promife 
obedience for the future. -The two laft points 
Winchester readily anfwered to, and actually 
figned all that was expected from him ; but 
refufed his aflent to the firft, infilling upon his 
innocence. Much folicitation there was, with 
what intent one cannot Ay ; at laft, the bifhop, 
perceiving they rofe in their demands, told 
them roundly he would do nothing in a prifonj 
and, that he (lid not feek either favour or pity, 
but juflice. On the nineteenth of July he 
was brought to the council, and being afked, 
whether he would fubfcribe the laft article or 
not, he anfwered in the negative ; and it was 
thereupon declared to him, that his bifhopric 
fhould befequeftered ; and, if in three months 
he did not comply, they would go ftill farther. 

When 
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When the three months were fully expired, 
and the bifhOp remained in the fame fenti- 
ments, a refolurion was taken to proceed ju- 
dicially againft him, in order to deprive him 
of tht fee of Winchefter, and what other 

Ereferments he had und£r the authority of the 
ing^s commifliori, in which the archbifhop 
prefided. Thefe conimiflioners began their 
proceedings December the fifteenth, and ended 
.' ' them February the fourteenth following, hav» 
inghad in all two and twenty feflions, when 
the grand affair was £ni(hed, and the bifhop 
deprived, for irreverence to the kingls autho- 
rity; though Gardiner very prudently laid 
the weight of the whole on the delegators, 
who deprived him, and, by protefting and 
appealing to the king, fhewed plainly that all 
the hopes of redrefb he had, lay in the crown r 
and mud fp ring from the exercife of that fu- 
premacy to which they reprefented him. All 
the remaining part of his reign, however, the 
bifhop remained in the fame Hate, that is, a 
clofe prifoner in the Tower ; and yet, not fo 
ftriftly kept, at lead all the latter part of the 
time, as the order of the council feemed to re- 
quire ; for certain it is, that in this fpace, he 
not only wrote many controverfial pieces, but 
alio compofed variety of Latin poems, and 
tranilated into verfe feveral beautiful paffages 
I in the books of EccleJiaftes, Wifdom, Job, 
f and other poetical parts . of the Old Tefta- 
i ment. He alfo kept up ' his fpirits all that 
time, and was wont to fay \try confidently, 

. as 



i 



STEPHEN GARDINER. 6> 

as either believing it, or defiling to be thought 
to believe it, that lie fhould live to fee another 
turn, and another, court, in which he fhould be 
as great as ever. 

On the death of king Edward* no doubt, 
be forefaw that turn was near, notwithstanding 
the new court fei up in his neighbourhood, 
for that unfortunate lady, queen Jane. On the. 
nineteenth of July J 5 53* queen Mary was. 
publickly proclaimed by. that very council 
which the day before owned the right of her 
competitor, and gave her the coarfe and inju- 
rious title of baftard of Henry VIII. On the 
third of Auguft the queen made her folemn 
entry into the Tower, when bimop Gardiner, 
in the r name of himfelf and his fellow pri- 
foners, tie duke of Norfolk, the dutchefs of 
Somerfet, the lord Courtney, and others of 
high rank, made a congratulatory fpeech to 
her majefty, who gave them all their liberties. 
On the eighth of the fame month he perform- 
ed in the queen's prefence, the obfequies for - 
the late king Edward, whofe body was buried 
in Weftminuer, with . the Englifti fervice, by 
archbiihop .Cranmer, the funeral fermon being 
preached, by bifhop, Day. On the ninth, bi- 
fiiop Gardiner went to Winchester- houfe, in 
Southwark, after a confinement of fomewhat 
more than five years. On die twenty-third he 
was declared chancellor of Eagland, though 
his patent .did not pafs till the twenty-firlt of 
September. On the firft of October he had 
the honour of crowning the queen, and on 

the 
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the fifth of the fame mondi he opened the firit 
'parliament in her reign. By this time he was 
m pofleflion again of hre academical- honours i 
for as at the beginning of his misfortunes the 
univerfity of Cambridge eleded in his place 
the duke of Somerfet, and, on his fall, the 
duke of Northumberland : fo when he fell, 
they chofe the bifhop of WinchCfter for their 
chancellory and reftored him alfo to his lord-" 
fhip of Trinity-hall, then pofieifcd by doctor 
Mowfe, 

At this juncture, the bifhop of Winchefler, 
either through the queen's efteem for, and 
confidence in, him i or, as fome faggefl, 
though without any great evidence, through 
the recommendation of Charles V. was pof- 
fefled of a larger compafs of civil airdcccle- 
fiaftical power, than any Errglifh miniver ever 
enjoyed, except C8?$feal Wooifeyj and in his 
management of this, in all its varidus branches, 
though taken from ib long an iniprifbnment, 
and labouring under the weight of fb groat aft 
age as feventy, his bittereft enemies mull al- 
low he gave indubitable marks of ftfperlor 
talents. If contriving to accomplifli; a!hd that 
in a fhort time, things fo great and difficult, 
as to furpafs all men's expectations, be, as the 
world feems agreed they are, fure figns of fu- 
perior talents. The queen is faid, by moft of 
our hiftorians, to have recommended three 
great points to the biihop of Wincheiter's care, 
with eqnal concern, all of which were attended 
with almoft equal difficulties ,* the firft was, J 

the 
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the clearing the legitimacy of her birth, and 
airmailing the divorce of her mother ; though 
this was apparently baftardizing her filler, 
and prefumptive rucceflbr. The negcf was, 
reftonng the old religion, and reconciling the 
nation to Rorhe, in the fame manner as be- 
fore her father's defertion. The third was, ob- 
taining the confeiit of parliament, to her mar- 
riage with prince Philip ; which was fo un- 
popular, that the former houfe of commons 
prepared an addrefs to the queen not to m&rry 
a foreigner. 

Amongft all the fecret and open obilacles, 
which were not a few, that oar mlnifter had 
to overcome in the profecution of thefe mea- 
fares, none probably gave him more trouble 
than getting over his diflike to" every one of 
them. The procuring the divorce was the 
firft fource he rendered the father, and now re- 
verting this divorce, and branding all who 
had been concerned in it, was the firft fervice 
required by the daughter. He had alfo afhT- 
ted, promoted, and defended, the king's fu- 
premacy, which made way for all that follow- 
ed, as much or more than any in the king- 
dom, and had the reputation alfo of penning 
what was publiflied in defence of that prince's 
marriage with Anne Bullen, and all that hap- 
pened thereupon, which was now to be con- 
demned as null and illegal. Befides, fo far 
as we are guided by unqueftionable authori- 
ties, this teems to have been going greater 
lengths than he intended ; for hitherto he 

had 
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had not entered into a correfpondence with 
the pope, or done any thing in ecclefiaftical 
affairs but in virtue of the queen's fupremacy, 
an authority more agreeable to his fy flem of 
divinity than thauaf the Roman pontiff; but 
in that particular the queen was inflexible, 
and her paffion as ftrong to relinquifh this 
title to the pope, as her father's ambition had 
been to take it from him. The Span i lb 
match crofTed the mind of Winchefter, as 
much as it did that of the nation ; he forefaw 
that many troubles would follow fromjptand' 
that the queen would enjoy none orrftat fe- 
licity with which fhe flattered herfelf in the 
profpeft. But he well knew what a temper 
fhe inherited from her parents, and that fhe 
would find miaiilers enough to carry into ex- 
ecution all that (he proofed. Upon this con- 
flderation, joined to a fenfe of his own dan- 
ger from what was pafled, if a new revolution 
Happened, he refolved to remain where he 
was, and employ his utmoft fkill to render the 
meafurea of queen Mary's reign as beneficial 
to herfelf, and as little bur'thenfome to her 
people, as in their nature they could be. 

The convocation being aflembled, he pro- 
cured fuch queftions to be moved there, as he 
judged conducive to the change he, propofed 
to make ; yet went no farther than^declaring 
the real prefence in the facrament, which 
made way for reviving the old fervice on the 
twenty-firft "of December. In parliament he 
went the fame pace, repealing, by a fingle 

law, 
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law, jnore a&s, pafled in die reign of king 
Edward, refoe&ing religion ; by which thofe 
who were of that religion countenanced by 
king Henry, became as fafe as they could 
wiih ; and even the grofleft papifts were out 
of danger* yet not reltored to power. The 
queen's legitimacy was eftablifhed, the divorce 
declared null and void, the whole fault being 
thrown upon archbiihop Cranmer. 

Thefe extraordinary changes were wrought 
rathej|^£ addnefs and iair Speeches, than by 
violence and corruption, though feme of our 
writers fay the contrary. As to force, the 
queen, a iew guards excepted, had none; and 
her care as to money was the fame, though 
the bifhopof WincheHer was a, frugal mintfter. 
But what feems to put corruption out of the 
queftion in this parliament, is, that. after all, 
the members could not be br' ught to Telifh 
the queen's marriage to Don Philip; and there- 
fore, (he -chancellor advifed the driving this 
afiembly before the clofe of the year. And 
thus two of the three great points were accom* 
plifhed. But. much greater difficulties were 
to be furmounted before the third could be 
brought to bear. The marriage treaty was 
left entirely in the hands of biwop Gardiner, 
and it is allowed he managed it very dex- 
troufly. He made ufeof the great reluctance 
fhewn by the laft parliament, to procure fuch 
articles as might fecure the nation againft the 
ambition of Philip and his Spaniards; and 
forefeeing expenses might follow upon this 

Vol, III. E match, 
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match, notwithftanding the hard bargain he 
had made, he procured, as is faid, half a 
million fterling from the emperor, to facilitate 
the approbation of a new parliament. But 
while thefe preparations employed thofe in the 
cabinet, fuch as abhorred this match were 
contriving very formidable meafttres for its 
difappointment. Sir Thomas Wiat of Kent, 
and Sir Peter Carew of Cornwall, laid the- 
plan of a deep and dangerous ihfurre6tion, 
in which the unfortunate duke of Suf&lk had 
juft (hare enough to bring his own head, and, 
which was much more to be regretted, the 
heads of lady Jane, and her hufband krd 
Guilford Dudley, to the block. The whole 
fcheme imfcarried by the ill management, 
and, to fay the truth, the want of honefty in 

the chiefs. , „ _ , t . . 

All infurreaions, when fuppreffed, are ufeful 

to thofe againft whom they are raifed, more 
efpecially when managed by men of parts 
and dexterity. None knew better how to 
procure, or to ufe advantages, than the bi- 
ftiop of Winchefter ; and he fo well managed 
men's hopes and fears with every other help 
he had, that when the queen's fecond par- 
liament met, April the fecond 1554, it very 
foon appeared he might prevail on them to 
give a fanftion to his meafures, whatever they 
were The terms of the queen's marriage, as 
he fettled them, met with very little oppofi- 
tion : and as for making fevere laws agaaft 
heretics, it is allowed the bifhop had no other 

trouble 
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trouble than to reflrain them, which in feveral 
inftance* he did. His own and the wifer bi« 
fhop's zeal, not flaming near fo high as that 
6f this houfe of commons. In the whole of 
his conduft through this parliament, over 
which he had as much influence as minifter 
ever had, there was nothing done that was ei- 
ther unworthy of his ftation, or injurious to 
his country ; on the contrary, foreseeing that 
Tome who hadaccefs to the queen might make 
an ill ufe of her confidence, and engage her, 
by plauitble promifes, to countenance things 
every way beneath her, and dangerous to her 
fubje&s, he procured this to be put out of her 
power, by a (hort law, drawn by his dire&ion. 
But when the great meafures aimed at were 
adjafted, the chancellor, fuppofing that what 
remained for accomplifhing the wnole of the 
queen's plan, might be com patted more effec- 
tually after the marriage ; the queen* on the 
fifth of May, came to the parliament, and, 
having given her content to fifteen bills, dif- 
fol vecf that aflembly. 

Alt obftacles to the marriage being now re- 
moved, and the circum fiances of the houfe of 
Auftria making it neceflary to h alien it, king 
Philip put to fea, and arrived* towards the 
dole of July, at Southampton, efcorted by a 
confiderable fleet, which, however, was oblig- 
i to pay homage to that of England, in the 

•now feas; fuch was the temper of thofc 

les, and the vigour of that adminiilraticm. 

i proceeded, with a numerous train of na- 
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bility, from Southampton to Winchefter, 
where he was received, and fplendidly enter** 
tained, by the bifhopj on St. James's day, 
the tutelary faint of Spain, he was, by that 
prelate, folemnly married to the queen, in the 
cathedral, the emperor Charles V. resigning 
to him the kingdom of the two Sicilies, and 
many nominal fovereignties, upon the mar- 
riage. In his way to London, the king took 
Wind for, where he was inftalled knight of the 
garter, and made his entry into this capital on. 
the eleventh of Auguft 1554, with prodigious 
magnificence, and, like ail new princes, with 
univerfal acclamations. 

The chancellor, well knowing this fair 
weather would not continue long, reiblved to 
avail himfelf of it while it lafted ; and, there- 
fore, called a new parliament about the middle 
of November the fame year. A very little time 
after the feffion began, cardinal Pole came in- 
to England, with the title of legate, not much 
to the real good liking either of the king or 
chancellor. ' 

By thefe gradations all things were brought 
back to their old iituation ; and the fangui- 
nary laws for reprefling herefy, revived and 
carried into execution. 

Thus the bifhop of Winchefter paid the 
full price of his exaltation to the miniflry, 
and ob ained, in fpite of all difficulties, all 
that the queen had defired. But the joy in 
this was^juickly troubled by the bloody perfe- 
cution fet on ioot in almoft all parts of the 

kingdom, 
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kingdom, whether by the advice, and with the. 
entire concurrence, of the bifhop of Winchef- 
ter, as many hiftorians affirm, it is butjuft 
fhould be more largely difcmTed than the 
bounds of this narrative will allow. Certain 
it is, that, to this time, oar prelate had not 
difcovered any thing of this difpofition. He 
is indeed reputed, by many of our hiftorians, 
a great diffembhr ; but in this a&ed quite 
another part. In all public tranfa&ions he 
profefied himfelf always with the fame opinion 
with the council, and did not aim at fcieening 
himfelf from popular odium, by putting on a 
cloak of moderation. But in all the trials, 
where, by virtue of cardinal Pole's conimif- 
£on, he was obliged to be, he was exceeding- 
ly arduous to /hew the prifoners, that, in the 
matter of the real presence, which was moil 
infilled on, they might eafily fave their lives, 
by complying with fubfcriptions drawn in very 
general terms; till, by foul language, they 
tonyincecHiim that he had to dowith men ;vho 
were as little to be wheedled as frighted out 
of their principles. This furely proves that 
he was not defirous of fever i ties, or perfecuted 
for the fake of gratifying a cruel temper, or 
to revenge paft injuries. And that fuch pro- 
teftants as were of milder natures, and content 
to reierve themfelves for better times, when 
driven to diftrefs, were well received by him, 
and not barely fcreened but encouraged and 
protected, without offering any violence to 
their confidences, farther than locking them 

E 3 up, 
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up,, and committing the key to the cuftody of 
their own difcretions, we may very fafely af- 
firm is a point out of difpute. For towards the 
clofe of the year, it was ftrongly reported, and 
indeed generally believed, that the queen was 
with child ; for which rejoicings were made, 
and prayers appointed for her fafe delivery* 
The chancellor made a right u(e of this wrong 
notion ; he perfuaded her majefty to fet feveral 
prifoners at liberty, that had been near a year 
in confinement, and for that purpofe went in 
perfon to the Tower, January the eighteenth 
I ^ $ 5 , and difcharged the archbifhop of York, 
Sir Edward Rogers, Sir James Crafts, Sir. 
Nicholas Throckmorton, Sir Edward Warner, 
Sir George Harper, Sir William Saintlow, 
Sir Gawin Carew, Sir Andrews Dudley, WiU 
liam Gibs, Carthbert Vaughan, John Har- 
rington, Efqrs. Mr. Tremain, and others. 
One, of thefe had a little before taken the U- * 
berty of expoftulating with him very freely, 
notwithftanaing which he had (beyond hist 
expe&ations perhaps) his liberty ajnbngft the 
left. His ion has given us, in an account of this 
adventure, fome parages relating to biihop 
Gardiner, very well worth notice. 

The three months next enfuing,. bifhop 
Gardiner was employed in carrying the law» 
lately revived againft heretics, into execution ; 
and fat often (to his eternal difgrace) by vir- 
tue of a commiffion from cardinal Pole, as 
the pope's legate, at Winchefter houfe in 
Southward, to examine fiich as wqpe brought 

before 
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before him. Yet, we are told, he Toon grew 
weary, and would proceed no farther j upon 
which the cruel and invidious tafk was put * 
upon Bonner ; neither was it long before he 
grew relax, till quickened by orders from the 
council, and other meafures. But it farther 
appears in favour of Gardiner, that during 
his embafly, about this time, to the king of 
France, the great feal was put into the hands 
of William marquis of Winchefter ; and from 
the council-books it appears, good ufe was 
made of it for ftirring up the perfecution ; 
for quickening of which, writ after writ was 
iffued, and letters dise&ed to the nobility and 
gentry, as well as clergy, exciting them to 

S've their attendance, with their fervants, at 
e burning of heretics ; fo that we fee this 
Cruel flame raged moil when the biihop, was 
abroad, and grew (till higher after his death. 

Upon his coming home, he declared plainly, 
lie would have no farther hand in feverities, 
and therefore thofe apprehended in his diocefe 
were removed into that of London, and fo 
put under the jurifdi&ion of Bonner, who in 
a ihort time fell off ajgain, and had frefii re* 
primands from the Jcxng and queen for his 
Relaxation and lenity. We may, from thefe 
inftances, perceive, that fome made their court 
to the queen, by promoting thefe cruel pro- 
ceedings, and that they were neither pre (Ted, 
nor could be impeded, by the hi (hop of Win- 
chester. Jn matters of government, his in- 
jftujencc was ftiil without diminution, and, ac- 
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ral, to his revenues. Inhifdrefs, be called for 
little help; and often rofe out of bed and dr*£- 
fed himfelf without any attendants. In regard to 
the qualities of his mind fend manners, he was a 
learned, eloquent, modeft, humble, and good*- 
natured man ; of exemplary piety and charity, 
as well as a generality becoming his* birth* 
Though, by nature, he was more inclined to 
ftudy and contemplation than- ah active life ; 
yet be was prudent and dextrous in buiinefs : 
to that he would have been a rlnifhed character, - 
4iad not his fuperflitioas devotion to the fee of 
Rome carried him, again ft his nature, to 
commit feyeral cruelties in proiecuting the 
Proteftanfs. ■ ' ' 

During his lad illnefs, he made his will ; 
wherein he appointed his beflr beloved friend, 
.Aloyfi Priuli, his fole executor and teftamen- 
tary heir. But that Italian was of a more no- 
ble temper than to enrich himfelf by his 
friend's wealth, whom he furvived only twenty 
months ; which time was wholly fpent in col* 
le&ing the cardinal's effects, that lay difperfed 
in divers countries ; and, having difcharged 
all the legacies, he gave away the remainder 
in-fuch a manner as he knew to be mod agree- 
able to the cardinal's mind ; referving to him-, 
felf only the Breviary and Diary, paitkularly 
endeared to him by his friend's frequent ufe of 
them- 

Indeed, the cardinal was not a man to raife 
a fortune; being, %y the greatnefs of his 

birth. 






Jktoh, and his excellent virtues, carried far 
•above fuch mean deiigns. So that the arch- 
t bifhopric was little advantaged by him, only 
in. a grant, which he obtained from queen 
Mary, of the patronage of nineteen parlbnages 
for it. All that he did befides, was endowing it 
with fomehoufes, built by himfelf, and a ground- 
rent on the eaft fide of Lambeth. However, it is 
faid that.he de'figned, if he had lived, to have 
built a ft at el y archbifliop's palace at Canter- 
bury; to .which church he. gave two filver can- 
dle- ftfcks gilt very heavy ; a filver inccnfe-pot, . 
in the form of a (hip, partly gilt ; a filver mi- 
tre, adorned with jewels ; a filver pafroral-ftaff 
and crofs,' partly gilt; two pontifical rings, 
fqf^wuh- jewels of great value ; and a very large 
fUvef cittern for the holy- water. 
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The LIFE of 



Robert Dudley. 

ROBERT DUDLEY was the fifth 
fon of John duke of Northumberland, 
by Jane, the daughter and heirefs of Sir b i- 
ward Guilford. Under king Edward Vi. h; 
came to court, -and was made one of bib n:a* 
jefty's privy -chamber. Upon the king's deaf It, 
he engaged with his father, in defence of the 
lady Jane Grey, and attended upon him in hi - 
expedition into Norfolk ; but upor his arrcft ax 
Cambridge fled to the queen's Lamp, from 
whence he was brought up prifoncr to London, 
and confined in the Tower, on the twenty- 
futh of July i £53, and on the fifteenth of 
January following, was arraigned of hi «h trsa- 
fon at the Guild-haltof London, contcifed the, 
indi&ment, and was adMf ^d b/ the earl of 
Suflexto be harrged, drawn, and quartered* 
But the lords interceded for him with the 
queen, who gave way to their entreaty, reT- 
tored him and his brethren in blood, except 
only the lord Guilford 5 received him into" fa- 
vour, and'made him J»afte. of the Englifh 
ordnance at the ii.ge of St. Quintin. As 
foon as queen Llizabc-tl \ afcended the throne, 
ike advanced him to the higheft honours. 

She 
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$hein«**fehim matter of the horie in the firft 
y^psc of her reign, and chofe him, to the ad- 
pfiiration of all men, into the order of the 
garter. * ' 

Encouraged by thefe favours, he gave Into 
the opinion, that, could he get rid of hrs wife, 
he need not despair of fbon rendering himfelf ' 
agreeable to her majefty* The lady was difc 
patched' into the country, to the ftoufe of one 
of his dependants, where*, it is fcid, he. ftrnV 
attempted to have taken her off by poiftm- ; 
but* failing in this defigti, he caufed hcrto be 
thrown down from the top of a* Hair-cafe* 
and murdered by the rail. She was at firfl 
obfcurely buried, but that having given oc* 
cation to cenfure, he ordered her body to be 
taken up, and (he was interred again in .the: 
tmiverfity-cfcirch of Oxford, with all imagin- 
able pomp and folem nity. 

His lordfhip, in the mean time, met with 
a more favourable reception than ever from 
the queen ; the management of all affairs was 
principally erttnifted to him, and though lhe 
(fid not openly countenance his pretentions of 
marriage, yet fhe feemed not at all difpleafed 
with the Overture. But envy and emulation 
are the Aire attendants upon greatnefs, and 
Dudley, by being thus di&ingtdfhed above the 
reft in her majefty's favour, drew upon him* 
IMf the dififtclination of the courtiers : and, It 
Ib poffible that about- th% time, the hiftory 
of Reynard the Fox, now m the hands of 
every child as a plaything, was written, as a 
latire againft his lordfhip. 
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But, aorong .^U.'L^krefter'-s- enermfe^ ,fe_ 
cretary Gfltil was become the.moft, dau^*, 
rous ; who, to prevent his growing absolute,, 
fuggefted to her majefty the propriety -of a* 
match between his lordlhip and the queen of 
Scots, then about to form a foreign alliance,. 
which rrmft be prejudicial to England- The . 
crown of Scotlartdin poffeflkm, anditjie right : 
of inheritance to^bf crown of England, was 
an alluring bait tor Dudley's ambition; and' 
the fecretary knew> that (hould he be over- 
earned in the pu-rfuit of the match propofed, . 
he would be infallibly loft in the* good graces . 
of the queen ; and he was und^rfnoappjeehen--, 
iion, from the knqw$ ternpsr of t^q^een-Qf: 
Scots, that a perform of his- iqfldflup's extraction > 
could ever . render $ &infel:f acceptable to hfir„ , 
Elizabeth, whatever was her motive gavft ear 
to the fecretary's proposal, and.fent immediate , J 
inftru&ions to Randolph, her ambaflador in 
Scotland, to open the matter to Mary; but. 
that queen refolvedto : reje.& the .offer, though 
Hie feared to corns t$ ,an ppen rapture wkh .. 
Elizabeths $h$ diipatcheA Sir James MeJtU ; 
to London, with kiftra&ion* full of 'friendK*- 
nefs and regard- . Bu£ when Elizabeth enquir- 
ed if thequ^eeja of Scqts had fent.any anfwer to. , 
the proportion of inarriage^hje had nja^her,. 
the ambafladqrr g*#«. an eva&Ve anfwer... 
Her majeily then entered, upon, the iDBm*endfc» 
tion of lprd, IJ^art Dudtejf* dfcfeMcfid *h$_ 
would r marry hi^h^fejf, if fte.hadjntft been 

dtitecmimed 
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determined to end her days in virginity ; that . 
this match would remove all future animofity 
and difTatisfa&ion from between the two - 
crowns: and farther, to convince the queen** 
his mifh-efs of the regard fhe bore him, ft* 
purpofed to advance him to the higheft ho«*' 
nours before his depasture for. Scotland, On i 
the twenty- fixth of September he was acv. 
cerdingry created baron of Denbigh, add the 
day following earl of Lekefter. The creation . 
was performed with great folemaity, the- 
queen herielf aflifted at the ■'Ceremony. And ' 
not long after, upon the refignation of Sir' 
J; Mafon, he was made chancellor of) the uni- 
verfityof Oxford; 

{it the mean time, his k»«Mhip deemed ra- 
ther to decline the match, than detire k; he 
excuied himfelftothe Scottifti ambaflador, from 
having ever entertained fo proud a pretence, 
declared his fenfe of his own uriworthinefs, 
and begged hcrmajefty would not be offended, 
nor impute a matter to him, which the malice 
of his enemies had deviied for hie deftru&ion : 
within a few days after, Sir James Mel- 
vil obtained Hi* difpatch, with a more ample 
declaration, of the queen's mind, upon the 
fubjeft of his embaify. 

In the mean time the earl of Leictfter 
wrote letters to the earl of Murray, to ex- 
cute him fib the<}seen of Scots. And that he 
might the more recommend himfelf to her »a- 
jefty^s favour, heaccufed S\t Nicholas Btfctta Xp 
Elizabeth, that he had intermeddled in the 

affair 
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afair of the Tucceffion, and affiled in the pubv 
. ligation of a book againft the Queen of - 
Scots' title. The Queen was highly offended,^ 
the author,' Hales, was taken tip and imprifon~- 
ed, and Sir Nicholas Bacon would have infal- 
libly loft; his office, if Leicester could have: 
perfaaded Sir Anthoay.Brown^o have accepted, 
it, 

la November following,., the earl of Bed* ■ 
ford and Mr. Randolph, the earl of Murray' 
and fecretary Lidiugtoiv commiifionjrs on^ 
both fides,, met near Berwick,, to treat of the- 
marriage, bat with tenderer offers,, and leis, 
effectual dealing, than was expected i Ther 
earl of Leicefter's behaviour, and the prudence- 
and difcretion,. which appeared in the letters 
he- had written to the earl of Murray, had 
made an imprellion upon the -queen of Scots,, 
and (he feeined fo far to approve of tie match* 
that, queen Elizabeth . began to be- afraid it, 
might take effecl. Under thefe apprehenfions, . 
and at.the follicitatipn of, fecretary Cecil, fhe- 
gavejeave to my lord Darnley to take a. jour* 
ney. into Scotland, ia.hope v . that his pretence- 
might be more prevalent than Leicester's ab- 
feaace. And the earl of Lcicefler, perceiving. 
the queen's inclination, wrote private letters- 
to*theearlof Jtedfordy.todefifl: from profecuting 
it farmer. The queen of Scots was ipon after - 
foleranly married to lord Darnley* in the 
royal chapel of Holyrood-houfe, and the next 
lay te was j>ul^ick^y proclaimed king, and, 

ajBocktecL 
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afTociated . with her majefty in the' govOtt- - 
ment. ■ f • ; • ■ • ^ 

- Hereupon application was again made to\ 
queen Elizabeth to think ferioufly of * 
nufband, by this means to weaken the party 
of the queen . of Scots in England, and 
to ftrengthsn the iritefeft of the proteftant re-* 
ligicm. The emperor Maximilian propofat 
his brother, wkh very honourable conditions* 
The earl of Suffolk favored the match ; bat. 
lord Leicefter, prefuming upon his power with 
the queen, took pains to prevent it. This' 
oppofitibn was ill digefted by the eat I of 8u& v 
fex, who was of* an high (pirtt, and nobfy de*' 
fcended. The honefty of histfatnre led him 
fb a profefled enmity, which divided the whole : * 
court; and whenever the* two earis went <a-- 
broad, they were attended with a retinti* 6f[ 
«nned followers ; J infomUchi that the qufcen^ 
was obliged to interpofe her authority to make v 
sp the breach : but «SufleX continued his av#r+* 
fion till his death ; and, in his laft fickneft, h- 
laid totoave addrefled his friends- to this pjir-> 
pole : •«* I am how pal&nginto another world; 3 
and moil ' leave yon to your fortune*, and to ' 
the Queen's grace and goodnefi * but beware 
of the gypfie (meaning Leicefter) far he wilfri 
be too hard for you at!; you know not the 
beaft fo Well as I'do *' - ■-• ■ * 

We have already oMerved, that the earl of* . 
leicefter was made chancellor of the onivet-i 
ty of Oxford* towards the end of the laft J 

■■ yea** 
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i'ar. At his entrance; upon this qffice t ..her 
found the univerfity^ in a moft deplorable 
conditio*: their djfciplinc bad long- been 
negle&ed, and their learning moil miferably 
iropoyerifliede . The, .whole, univerfity cguld 
fornifh .only three preachers;, and in the, ab-s 
(jence of two of them, the audience was. fre* 
Qmraly put off with very hype, per%maa,ces. 
To giv* the reader ajkanitaiw:^: . The (con^re-^ 
gauon being one Sa^y deii^jte^o^preac^er^ 
Tayerner of Woodcatap, \ he^ ihef iff <of th,e* 
ooUnty, enters St. Mary's, with his fword by. 
his fide j aflkd hi$ ^okL'chaiii about his; week*. 
mounts thepu,lp J it > ,an4 haran4jtt.es thejfcholars- 
in tha follGwiag fifk . * V Arripring at > the. 
mount oi i Su Maiy^JW tfifi ^oj^ftage^h^r* 
L -now ftaud, ,1 ,4*avd . brqugh^you Torn* firi^ 
ftfcttito 'baked it* thg ovea^f charity,, catjefu^y, 
ly conferred fori the c^iqkfnjs, -of tlie churchy 
tfte fpatrows of" t^ifk4t T J.and: the fweefe; 
fwaHows of faJvatioH*" • ,,TMl .T^wniav 'it',- 
ffernj, had. been brought up it* the cardinal's 
cojlege^ww an infi*p$pr in^ar^, ^nxjr in, dca* 
cpix'g orders* and .8* perform ,a£ : fhat( time in 
efteijm fqor-his learning 4p . the yniyerfij^ ; ^9;.. 
that frorntki* fpecimen it may appear to- how, 
low a character their ftudies were reduced •. 
. The earl of Leicefter laboured^ by all poffi,- . 
bje means, to introduce an- ^improvement iq, 
l^mure,;andgive,a,nev^.t^rn to the face of 
aigtirsin the uni vetftfy.-. py his letters* he ;*- 
C0aftn&nded fco.them the.- -practice of religion % 
an4; learning, and preyed them to a more - 

cloX<; s . 
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clofb obfervance of tbetfedoty. This applica- 
tion was not without its;effe& ; provifion was 
immediately rnadfc for reforming abufes in. 
graces and difpenfations, ledtures and public 
exercifes were, enforced by»£atu*e, and the fea^ 
bits brought under regulation ; the earl con* 
tinning to patronize arid regulate the univer- 
fity upon every occasion. 

In the beginning of tbe year 1 c §6, aiQnfiw 
Ramboullet was difpatched into England toi 
queen Elizabeth, by 1 Charles IX. feog- ?of 
„ France, with the order off St. Michael* to be* 
conferred on two Englift* noblemen, as ftould- 
be moft agreeabfe to. her majefty . The queen: 
macfe choice of tfve dttke of Norfolk, ani th*> 
earl of Lejceftcfr the on> &ftiftguiOie<f fy h& 

high feirtb, an4 the otl^r by W waj^^s, far 
voun And 03 the twenfy-fourtj) of ^January,' 
tke.y were inve£e4, f in - ; the~,*»y*J. cbaj>el a* 
Whitehall with very great fojeraptfy ; n* 
Englishman; having ever been* admitted/ before* 
into this order, except kfng. Henry VIII,, 
icing Edward VI. a«4 Ctarle* &aa&». <l«Jcc 

Of SuffpHc. , >;<; ... . ;.. r ; 

. Thi*fumtrr$r thq queen took a progrefs kfctf 
Iol ttecQuntry* and qpoa/if r^ mufti made ai 
ih6^ to Oxford* She was attended by the^ 
earl of Leicefter, who informed the university 
of her defign, defired they would confult their 
own credit upon this occafton* and make an> 
inpurable provifion for her Sftaje&y's recep-. 
>n . On the twenty-ninth of A uguft his 
-d&ip, with fome others, p£,th« nobility,, 

were" 
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were dilpatched before by her majefty, to* give 
notice, that (he would t>e there within two> 
days. The vice-chaftcelloAnd the heads or 
houfes came out to meet them on horfebacfc^ 
and entertained them wkh Latin orations ad- 
drefled to their chancellor and fecretary Cecil. 
A«d in the afternoon the lords returned to- 
Woodftock, where the coer*' lay, and ex> 
prefled their fetisfacUon in the entertain- 
ment, " , i» ' 
: On the -thlrtywfirft of Augtift in the fore* 
noon, the- earls of Leicefte? and Huntingdon- x 
wefeprefent a* Dr;*H!^mphre^ > s'leatlres , ia 
the fchools, who read- as queers profeflbr in 
divinity, and then they attended y.t the public*' 
diiputatiqne* ' "Towards; evening, as heVms- 
jerfy approached, (he* was niet m Wo!vercote> 
where the jurtfdiftion of the;uftiyerfity etids, 
by the chancellor the earl of Leicefter*, by 
fear doctors, and the vice-chancel Ion, in their 
fcarlet robes and hoods; and by eight mailers 
of arts, who were steads of colleges or halls. 
The chancellor then delivered the flans of 
the three fuperior beadles into her- majedy V 
kafed*, arid- naving i-eceived them again from 
ber,' and like wife reftd red thera to their reCpeo 
tive officers, the canon of- Ch rift- church made 
an elegant fpeech to her majefty upon the oo 
cafion^' She- then held- out he'r hand to the 
orator and the doctors, and> as Dr. Humphreys 
drew neartoMft it, "Mr. doctor,** fays the- 
queen, fouling, '< that loofe gown becomes 
you might jr- 'we41,< $ woftder your notkm* 
•• ' fiiould< 
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ihould be fo narrow." This Humphreys, it 
feems, was at the head of the puritan party* 
and had oppofdd^fiejecclefiaftical habits with 
great warmth of zeal. 

As me entered the town, the (beets went 
lined with fcholars from Bocardo to Quater- 
vots, who, as her majefty palled along* fell 
down upon their knees, and with one voice 
cried out, " Long live the queen !" At Qua* 
tervois the Greek pro&fior addrelTed her ma* 
jefty in a Greek oration* and the queen anfwer* 
ed him in the fame language, and commended 
'his performance. From hence (he was con* 
veyed with, the like pomp to Chrift-chorch, 
where (he was received by the public orator; 
who, in* the name of the univerfity, congratu- 
lated her majefty 'aarrival among them* 

Forfeven days together the queen was mag* 
miicently entertained by. the univerfity, and 
exprefied an extreme delight in the le&ures* 
disputations, public exercifes, and (hews ; which 
/he conftantly heard and law. On, the fixth 
day (he declared her fatisfa&on in a Latin 
fpeech, and aiTured them of her favour and 
prote&ion. The day after (he took her leave, 
and was conduced by. the. heads as far as 
Shoriver-hill, when the earl of Leicefter gave 
iier notice, , that they had accompanied her 
to the limits of their jurifdiclion. Mr. Roger 
Marbeck then made an oration to her majefty, 
md having laid open the difficulties under 
fhich learning had formerly laboured, he 
pj>lied himfeu to the encouragements it had 

lately. 
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lately Tocehted, and the profpeft of its arHmg 
•^q the height of fplendor under her majefty's 
moil .-gracious aoRUM&raljjon. The queen 
heard him with pleafure, returned a very 
iinrouraWe aniweu ; arid calling her eyes back 
upon Oxibrd, with alipoflible marks of tender 
nefs and dffe&ion, (he bade him farewell. Here 
it may not * be amifs to obferVe, that the 
queen's countenance, and the earl of Leices- 
ter's care, had foch an effbtt upon the dili- 
gence of thir learned body, that, within a few 
Jfears after, it produced more Alining inftance* ^ 
of real worth, than- had ever before been fent 
abroad, at the fatee, time, in &y agewhatfo> 
*ver. 

Upon the qaeenV return So London, the 

parliament met on the firft of November, fell 

into warm debates, and feerfied refotved to in- 

H&. upon her majefty's immediate marriage, or 

the dedatdnon of a foceeflbr. The earl of 

Leicester had* earaeftly Mkited in behfelf of 

the queen of Scdtej bat, not meeting with 

the fuccefs he defired, he faid that an huftand 

ought to be im poled on the queen. Or a ftrc- 

certor appointed byi parliament agaksft her in. 

clinatioa. Whevein he was openly joined 

by the earl of Pembroke, and more private!^ 

by the duke of Norfolk. Bet the queen taas 

highly . incenfed at tbi* behaviour, and, ffcr 

Jbme time, they were all excluded the pre- 

fence-chamber, and prohibited accefs to her 

perfon : however it was not long before they 

iubmitted, and obtained her majesty's pardon* 

During 
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^During this difgrace, lord Leicefter h 
sch&ged with' having entered into a traiteroirs 
correfppndence with the Jrifli r who had j aft 
before broken butirfto an open rebeHibn. Hit 
letters are faid'tO have been founiTupon a per* 
3fon of diftindtion,' whowas killed in battle^ 
<but, before the difcovery could be made, he 
was reconciled to ttie queen, and placed above; 
the reach of any private acctrfation. 

The next year; cotint ' Stoiberg was di& 
patched into EnglajndJ ' by the emperor, ib 
treat again of a rnarriage with the mhdufcfe 
Charles, The eari df Suffex Jbad hot long be«- 
'/ore. been feist "to Ms imperial majetty upoa 
this fubjeft, and ufed his utmoit efforts that 
her majeily * inight be married to a' foreign 
prince: but Leicefter took care to fup plant 
iiim in his'defigns, and privately engaged the 
tord North, who attended him in hisjtturtiey> 
to be a fpy upon his adlions, and to breik the 
oneafufes he mould* enter into, by tontf ary in^ 
'finuations. In the mean tirrie, he difcouraged 
hermajefty from the attempt, by laying before 
her the inconveniences that would necefFafity 
arife from a foreign match : and the archduke 
not long after married the daughter of the 
duke or Bavaria. 

About this time, the queen of Scots came 
into England ; and'Lefcefter appears to have 
been well-afre&ed to her intereft. He (lands 
charged with having entered into a confpiracy 
againft fecretary Cecil, becaofe he iufpe&ed 
turn to favour the fiicoeflion oi the houfe of 

Suffolk, 
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Suffolk, to Mary's difadvantage : and, when 
the earl of Murray fuggefled the marriage with 
the duke of Norfolk, the earl, of Leicefterem- 
braced the propofal with eagernefs. He took 
upon him toprqpbund the matter to the duke* 
extenuated the crimes, the was accufed of; and 
wrote letter* to Mary in commendation of 
Norfolk ; in which he earneflly perfuaded her 
to approve of the marriage : and, farther, he 
drew up certain articles, which he fent to her 
by the bifhop of Rbfle, promifing, upon her 
acceptance, of the prbpofed conditions, to pro- 
cure for her the crown of Scotland in prefect 
poftefton, and this crown of England in rever- 
sion. 

Whilfl affairs were in this fituatioja, and the 
earl of jCeicefter was waiting for a convenient 
opportunity of opening the defign to his mifi» 
tre.ft, the earl of Murray fent fecret advice to 
ier majefty of the whole tranfaclion, and 
charged the d»ke of Norfolk with having en- 
gaged in private practices to get the prefent 
poSeffion of the two crowns by means of this 
marriage. This report, though very foreign 
to the duke's inclinations, was fupported by 
cbcnmftantial evidence, and raifed the queen'; 
jealoufy,' to a high degree, agaihit the du^e 
.and the lords that were concerned with him : 
. which, when Norfolk underftood, he would 
have perdiaded the earl to impart the fcheme 
to her majefty without delay 5 but his lord- 
fhip put it off from time to time, till, 

at 



ROfcERT DUDLEY. i*i 

tt length falling fick at Titchfield, or, at leal!, 
pretending ficknefs ; being there vifited by the 
queen, he declared the whole matter to her, 
begging forgivenefs with fighs and tears: and, 
not long after, the duke and the 'lords being 
taken into cuffody, the earl of Leicefter was 
examined before the queen and council ; 
where he gate 1 fudh an account of Ms proceed- 
ings, and oehaved in fach a manner, that he 
eaflly obtained her majefty's pardon. 

The year after this there broke out an open 
quarrel between the earl of Leicefter and the 
archbiihop of Canterbury. A prebendary of 
value in the church of York was lately fallen 
void, and the advowfon of it had been pro- 
cured by one Mr. Hammond, a gentleman of 
a confiderable eftate in the county, for his ion, 
who was yet a child. This coming to the 
ears of the bifliop of London, who was sow 
ele& of York, he gave notice of it to the 
archbiihop, and prefled him not to grant his 
di4^en&tion to any boy whatfoever. In the 
mean time, the earl of Leicefter had made 
application to his grace to beftow this preben- 
dary upon one Brookes, a creature of his own. 
The archbiihop fhewed fome unwillingnefs t* 
yield, without the confeut of the bifhop of 
London. Bat Brookes anftvered, that the earl 
©f Leicefter defired only his grace's counte- 
nance and recommendation to the queen, and 
lat he was already favoured by the bifhop of 
ondon. Upon which the archbiihop figned 
i hand. But now, when it was expected 
Vol. III. G that 
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that Lcicefter Should have performed his pro- 
mise, and difpatched this bufinefs with the 
queen, his mind was changed ; and Mr. 
Hammond had found means, as it is fuppoSed, 
by a prefent, to pain him over. He wrote 
letters to the archbiShop, earnestly entreating 
him to grant a dispensation to Mr, Hammond's 
boy, if he (hould think it meet: but the 
archbiShop refufed to comply. Leicester was 
provoked at the refuSal, and gave his grace g 
deal of trouble. He procured an order of 
council, to enquire, whether he had never 
granted difpenfations to children before : bat 
the archbiShop wrote letters to the fecretary in 
his own vindication $ complained of the unrea- 
fonable demands of certain noblemen; and 
pointed at the earl of Leicefter, whom he 
wiflied to have God always before his eye*. 
" However/ 9 fays he, " fome noblemen will 
be men." 

The earl of Leicefter indeed ftands charged 
with having had a gainful {hare in the difpoial 
of all offices of profit. Of his rewards for 
promoting to bishopries, take the following 
itory from Sir John Harington. *« Of the 
biihops," fays he, " that lived in the firft 
twenty years of the queen's reign, when I was 
at (School, or at the univerfity, I could hear 
little ; yet, at my nrft coming to the court, 
I heard this pretty tale ; That a bifhop of 
Winchefter one day, in pleafant talk, com- 
paring his revenue with the archbiShop's of 
Canterbury, Should fay, « Your grace's will 

fhew 
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{hew better in the rack, but mine will be 
found more in the manger.' Upon which, a 
courtier of good place faid» ? It might be fo in 
diebus iliis ; but/ faith he, « the rack (lands 
fo high in fight, that it is fit to keep it full ; 
but that may be, fince that time, fome have, 
with a provideatur, fwept fome provender out 
of the manger.' And, becaufe this metaphor, 
comes from the (table, I fufpedt it was meant 
by the mailer of the horfe." 

The next y*ar, Sir Nicholas Throgmorton, 
a zealous antagonift to fecretary Cecil, in fa- 
vour of our earl, departed this life. Being at 
Leicefter's houfe, as he was at fupper, he was 
feized, in a moil violent manner, by an im- 
pofthumation in his lungs, and died in a few 
days, but not without fufpicion of poifon. ' It 
is faid, that, being lately reconciled to the 
fecretary, the earl was apprehenfive he might 
make a difcovery of his iecret practices, and 
for this reafon took care to difpatch him. And, 
farther, he bore him a fecret grudge for a for* 
mer mei&ge fent over to queen Elizabeth, 
whilft her embailador in France/ that he had 
heard it reported at the duke of Montmorency's 
table, that her majefty was about to marry her 
horfekeeper. 

The day before his death, he is (aid to have 
declared the caufe of his diftemper to be a poi- 

iied fallad ; and to have broke out into bit- 

- inve&ives againft the earl of Leicefter's 
1 aelty. The earl, however, made a mighty 

w of lamentation over him; and, in a let- 

G 2 ter 
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ter to. Sir Francis WaJfingham, then embaJEt- 
dor in France, he thus express himfelf upox^ 
the occafion, *« We have loft, on Monday, 
bur good friend Sir Nicholas Throgmortpn," 
who died in my houfe, being there- taken fiid- 
denly in great extremity on Tuefday before. 
His lungs were perifhed, but a fudden coh} he 
had taken was the caufe of his fpeedy death. 
God hath his. foul, and we,, his friends, great 
loft of his body." 

About this time, a match was propofed be- 
tween queen Elizabeth and the dake of An. 
jou ; and the earl of Leicefter appears to have 
laid afide his pretentions to the queen upon 
this occasion, and to have follicited the mar* 
riage with zeal. But the duke infixing upon 
a toleration in the exercife of his own religi- 
on, the queen abfolutely refufed to comply. 

The defigns of Ridolpho, the Italian mer- 
chant, and the confpiracy of the duke of Nor- 
folk, being now difcovered, to prevent any 
farther attempt in favour of the queen of Scots, 
a law was made, prohibiting, under a fevere 
penalty, the declaring any perfon whatfoever 
to be heir or fucceffor of the queen, except it 
were the natural iflue of her body. This ex- 
preflion, as it was unaccuftomed in ftatutes of 
this pature, and the term Natural was ufually 
applied by the lawyers to fuch children as were ' 
born out of wedlock, gave great occasion to, 
cenfure ; and loud clamours were railed again ft 
Leicefter, as though, by inferring this claufe 
in the ftatute; he had defigned to involve the 

realm 
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realm in new disputes about the fucceffion : 
for it was urged, that no poffible reafon could 
be imagined, why the ufual form of Lawful 
liTue fhould b£ changed into Natural Iftue, 
unlefs with a view to reflett upon the honour 
of her majefty, and to obtrude hereafter upon 
the Engiifh fonie baftard fon of his own as the 
Natural Iftue of the queen. 

This year, at the Solemnization of the mar- 
riage between Henry, king of Navarre, and 
the lady Margaret, the French king's lifter, 
the bloody mauacre of the Prbtefiants was 
wrought at Paris on the eve of St. Bartholo- 
mew. If Mr. Camden is not miftaken, the 
edrl of Leieeftef and the lord Burleigh were 
Invited to the nuptials under a pretext of ho- 
nour, but were defigned to have been cut off 
in cafe they had accepted of the invitation. 
This tragedy was lamented by my lord 6? Lei- 
cefter, in another letter he Wrote to Sir Francis 
Walfinghani* with an uncommon drain of pi* 
«ty and concern. 

fn July,, 1575, the queen made the earl of 
Leicefter a viilt at his caftle of Kenil worth, 
which had been granted to his lordfhip and his 
Heirs, by the queen's letters patents, ever fince 
the fifth year of her reign ; and his expence 
in enlarging and adorning it amounted to no . 
lefs than, fixty thoufand pounds. He enter- 
tained the. queeo and her court with all ima- 

aable magnificence. 

At her firft entrance,, a floating ifland was 

/cerned upon the pool, glittering with 

G. j/ torches ^ 
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torches; on which fat the lady of the lake, 
attended by two nytaphs, who addrefled her 
majefty in verfe with an hiftorical account of 
the antiquity and owners of the cattle ; and the 
fpeech was doled with the found of cornets, 
and other inftruments of loud malic. Within 
the bale- court was erefted a (lately bridge, 
twenty foot wide, and fevenfy foot long, over 
. which the queen was to pafs ; and on each fide 
flood columns* with preterits upon them to her 
majefty from die gods. Silvan us offered a cage 
of wild -fowl, and . Pomona divers forts of. 
fruits ; Ceres gave corn, and Bacchus wine ; 
Neptune prefented (ea-f?fh, Mars the habili- 
ments of war, and Phoebus all kinds of muS- 
cal inftraments. ; 

During her Hay, variety of fports and 
fhews were daily exhibited . In the chafe was 
a favage man with fa tires ; there were bear- 
baitings, fire- works, Italian tumblers, and a 
country brideale, running at the qui tin, and 
morrke- dancing. And, that no fort of diver - 
fion might be omitted, the Coventry men 
came, and ailed the ancient play, fo long Unce 
ufed in their city, called Hocks-Tuefday» re- 
prefenting the deftru&ion of the Danes in the 
reign of king Ethelred ; which proved fo 
agreeable to her majefty, that fhe ordered 
them a brace of bucks, and five marks in mo- 
jiey, to defray the charges of the read. There 
were, betides, on the pool, a triton riding on 
a mermaid eighteen foot long, and Arion up- 
on a dolphin* 

• An 
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An eftimate may be formed of the expence 
from the quantity of ordinary beer that was 
drank upon this occafion, which amounted to 
three hundred and twenty hog (heads. 

Towards the clofe of this year, Walter 
D'Evereux, earl of Eflex, was, by lord Lei- 
cefter's management, commanded to refign his 
authority in Ireland ; and returned into Eng- 
land, after having, fuftained a considerable lofs 
in bis private fortunes. But expreffing his re- 
fentment with too much eagernefs againft Lei- 
cefter, to whofe under-hand dealings he im- 
puted the whole caufe of his misfortunes, he 
was again fent.back into Ireland by his pro- 
curement, with the unprofitable title of earl- 
marfhal of the country. And here he conti- 
nued not long before he died of a bloody-flux 
in the midft of incredible torments. 

The death of this nobleman carried with it 
a fufpicion of poifon, and was charged upon 
the earl of Leicefter, Two of his own fer- 
vants, are repotted to have been confederates 
in the murder : and it is (aid, that a pious lady, 
whom the earl much valued, was accidentally 
poifoned at the fame time. It is farther al> 
ledged, that his lord (hip's page, who was ac- 
cuftomed to tafte of his drink before he gave 
it him, vtty hardly efcaped with life, and not 
without the lofs or his hair, though he drank 
hot a fmall quantity f and that the earl, in 
compaHion to the boy, called for a cup of 
drink a little* before his death, and drank to 

G 4 him 
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him in a friendly manner, faying, " I drink 
to thee, my Rubin; but ben't afraid, 'tis a 
better cup of drink than that thou tookeft to 
tafte when we both were poifbned." 

This report was, however, contradi&ed by 
Sir Henry Sidney, the lord-deputy of Ireland i 
yet the fufpicion was encreafed by lord Lelcef- 
ter's foon after marrying the widow to the earl 
of Eflex, and putting away his former wife, 
widow to the lord Sheffield, and daughter to 
William lord Howard of Effingham ; for that 
ihe was his wife, feems evident from the depo- 
sitions made in the Star-chamber in the begin - 
ing of king James's reign, in favour of the le- 
gitimacy of Sir Lobert Dudley, the earl of 
Xeicefler's fon by the faid lady. 

But all engagements gave way to bis paffion 
for lady Eflex ; -of whom he became Co ena- 
nioored, (bat he offered his cpuntefs no lefs 
than feven hundred pounds a year in the* 
queen's garden at Greenwich tP difown her 
marriage : and there is caufe to believe, that, 
finding her obftinately refolved not to comply 
with his demand, he attempted to take her off 
by poiibn. •' For 'tis certain," fays Sir Wil- 
liam Dugdale, " that (he had Pome ill potions, 
given her ; fo that, with the lofs of her hair 
and nails, ihe had hardly efcaped death." Af- 
ter which, to fecure her life from any future 
practices, (he contracted marriage with Sir Ed- 
ward Stafford, a perfon of character and repu- 
putation, and her majefty's enabafiador into 
France. 

The 
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The duke of Anjou was now eagerly. prcfT- 
ltog for the match which had been propofed 
between him and queen Elizabeth ever fince 
he was duke of Alencon : and, at length, 
came over Monfieur Sunier, attended by a. 
large train of French nobility, tie waited, 
upon the queen at Richmond, and was enter- 
tained by her nvajefty with foch marks of re- 
gard, that the earl of Leicester began to be 
afraid the marriage might take effect. He had 
feme time before engaged Afiley, one of the 
queen's bed-chamber, to fearch out her. difpofi- 
tion towards him* and had met with, aa unfa- 
vourable anfweiv Per, when he was covertly 
recommended to her majefhr for an hujband» 
fhe reply'd in a paffipn, <# Do you think that, 
in chufing a hufband, I mould be fo regardle& 
of my character* or unmindful of my royal 
dignity, as to prefer my fervaot, whom myielf 
have raifed, to the greateft princes of Christen- 
dom ?" Perchance he perceived, that, mould 
he interpofe in the affair of the French match, 
his opposition' would . be conftrued to proceed 
from interefled motives, and might be a means 
Jo promote, rather than prevent it. He there- 
fore chofe to counterfeit ficknefs, and, under 
pretence of taking phjffick* he fox fome time, 
became a voluntary pnibner. 

But, as he was nearly concerned to break off 
this alliance, he was all the while very bufy 
during his retirement, in contriving fbme ef- 
fectual means to put a flop to it. lie caft his 
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eyes upon his nephew Sir Philip Sidney, the 
rooft accomplUhed young gentleman tnat 
England ever bred, and engaged him to draw 
up an addrefs to her majefty, wherein he laid 
before her a juft representation of the ill con- 
fluences attending on the marriage, and 
preffed her to decline it ; and the queen was 
pleated with his remonftrance. 

But Mr. Camden gives a different account 
of lord Leicefter's confinement. He fays, 
that Simier, apprehending the queen's affec- 
tion for his lordfhip to be the greatefl bar to 
his mailer's pretentions, endeavoured to throw 
him out of favour, by revealing to her ma- 
jefty his marriage with lady Eflex. The queen 
broke out into intemperate language, and in a 
paflion commanded him not to (hr from the 
caflle of Greenwich, designing to have com- 
mitted him to the Tower of London, if the 
carl of Eflex had not difluaded her from it. 
It is (aid, the earl of Leicefter refented this 
u&ge, arfd, in return, fuborned a ruffian to 
cut off Simier : and it is certain, that, about 
this time, the queen ordered, by a public 
proclamation, that no affront mould be of- 
fered to that embaffador, or any of his attend- 
andants, under a fevere penalty. However, 
as he was one day waiting upon her majefty in 
her barge, a gun was difcharged from a neigh- 
bouring boat, and one of the queen's barg 
men wounded through both his arms. It i 
itrait fuggefted, this was fome plot to difpa 

Simii 
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Sunier : but the matter proving wholly acci- 
dental, the man, who had immediately been 
apprehended, was fet at liberty. 

Some time after, the duke of Anjou came 
over in peribn into England. As he was one 
day entertaining hermajefty with amorous di£ 
courfe, (he drew a ring from off her finger, 
and placed it upon his, on certain private con- 
ditions, which had been agreed between 
them. The company prefent miftook it for a 
contract of marriage ; and the earl of Lei- 
celler, and the reft of his fa&ion, who had 
fpared no pains to render the defign abortive, 
cried, The queen, the realm, and religion, 
were undone, The ladies of honour, who 
were all in his intereft, broke out into bitter 
lamenta ions, and fo terrified the queen, that, 
early the next morning, fhe fent for the duke 
of Anjou, and, after fome private conven- 
tion with him, difmifled him her court, after 
haying flayed in England three months. To 
do him honour, the queen attended tim as far 
as Canterbury, and ordered the earl of Lei- 
ceftcr, and fome others of her nobility to wait 
upon him to Antwerp. 

It was this year that the eftates in the Ne- 
therlands, being greatly diftrefied, made ap- 
plication to queen Elizabeth, and defired her 
maiefty to accept of the government of the 
ited provinces, and take them into her 
Dtedion. The queen heard their deputies 
th favour; however, fhe refufed the fove- 
■gnty, and only entered into a treaty, by 

G 6 which 
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which fhe obliged herfelf to furnifh them wkfe 
a large fupply of men and money, which now 
fhe fent to them under the conduit of her ge- 
neral the earl of Leicefter* 

On the eighth of December he went ©a 
beard, attended by feveral perlbns of direc- 
tion. His fleet confifted of fifty fail of (hip* 
apd tranfports ; and, on the tenth, he ar- 
rived at Flufhing, where, with his whote 
train, he was magnificently entertained by 
Sir Philip Sidney, governor of the town ror 
.Her majefty, and other noblemen : and, in 
his progrefs from thence tojDelph, hi* lorduMp 
was treated with fuch magnificence as is fcarce 
to be paralled: particularly, on the twenty- 
third of December; his lordflrip taking boat 
from Dort to Roterdam, was drawn along a 
narrow and pleafant river, by men or hoHes, 
in a very fwift and cafy manner. Towards 
night he drew near the town, and was met 
upon the yvater by three pleafure-boats, with 
twelve Tailors in each of them richly drefled, 
and great (lore of rockets and fireworks-. 
They had all of them creffets at the Hern, 
which were heightened as the night came ony 
and, by the reflection of the water, made a 
delightful (hew. On the banks ftood ranks of 
fold ieis, with a torch or creflet placed between 
every four of them. And thus he was 
Drought by water to his lodging, die drums 
and trumpets playing, and the foldiers di& 
charging large vollies of mu&et-fhot as he 
paiTed by. The fetes attended «pon him at 

fepper. 
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Capper. And bete die inhabitants were fo* 
overjoyed at the arrival of the Eagli(h fuo 
cours, that they entertained the whole army. 
at their own private expence ; whilft every ci- 
tizen ftrove to go beyond his neighbour in ail 
the offices of friendlinefe and civility which. 
could be (hewed to h& welcome gneit. It is* 
faid that the famed ftatue of Erafmus was 
ereded in the market-place upoa this occafionj . 
where he is represented (landing in a pulpit, atf* 
though he wens preaching, and holding his 
Paraphrafe upon the Four Gofpels in his hand* 
with this inscription underneath, E&asmus 

ROTBftODAMVS. 

From hence the earl of Leicefter madehafte 
towards Delphi attended by the ftates and * 
magnificent train. He entered the town late, 
but was lighted along the river by crenets 
and fireworks. He was received at the pott 
by, a file of mufteteers, who waited upon hist 
to hie lodging, which was the home where 
the prince of Orange was (lain, and congra* 
talated his arrival by the cuftomary difcharge 
of their feveral pieces. Over the gate were 
written, in Latin, verfes much to the honour 
of his J^rdfhip and the Englifh nation. 

Onrt&e twenty-fifth of December, his lord- 
frip wis nobly feafled by the ftates ; and the 
next day he returned the compliment* Be- 
fides the ftates and count Maurice, theprinceft 
of Des, with feveral ladies and gentlewomen* 
graced the entertainment, Whilft they were 
at table, they were diverted with a confort of 

Dutch 
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Dutch anufic, orations in Dutch and JLatin, 
and all poffiblc exprcffions of benevolence and 
regard. On the twenty -feventh, his lordfhip * 
removed from thence to Donhage* and there 
he determined to keep his court. «-* 

He made his entry in the evening by the 
light of torches and fireworks, accompanied 
by a noble train of Englifhmen, with an hun- 
dred and fifty of his guard, the dates of Ro- 
terdam and Delph, and was met upon the 
water by the ftates of Donhage, and received 
ia triumph. Several magnificent (hews were 
exhibited, as he entered, and addreiles paid 
to him. Fifhermen were firft placed in the 
harbour, reprefenting Peter* James, . and 
John, and our Saviour walking by them pn 
the water, and commanding them to call in 
their nets a iecond time, according to the Gof- 
pel of St. Matthew ; and, as they drew them 
out laden with fifties, they made a ihew of 
preientment to the earl of Leicefter, who re- 
turned his thanks as he pafled by. The next 
reprefentation was of the poetical gods. Mars 
and Bellona fate upon the river, and made a 
congratulatory fpeech to his lordfhip upon his 

arrival. 

At his landing he was met by a troop of 
liorfe, drefied in fantaftic habits, who ran, 
many courfes before him, and, as the ffcreets 
grew narrow, marched off, As he entered 
the principal ftreet of the town, there were 
two galleries hung with black bays ere&ed on 
each fide j on which flood fifteen virgins 

cloathed 
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cjoathed in white with palm-branches, and 
lighted tapers in their hands, and paid their 
refpe&s to him as he went along. They flood 
about a Tatar's length from each other, and 
between every one of them was hung up a 
glafs (bonce with a lighted taper ; arid at the 
ends of each gallery, were placed a champion 
and a Moor ; the one fupporting the arms of 
England, and the other the arms of Holland. 
Frequent gates were ratted of rugged ftones, 
adorned with tapers, and the arms of the prin- 
cipal artificers of the town. The ftreets were 
hung with broad cloths, on which abundance 
of red erodes were fattened, drawn on paper. 
As the way turned, upon an high fcaffbld 
railed over an arch, an imaginary battle was 
fought between the Enetilh and the Spaniards, 
and the Englilh prevailing, an infcription was 
written underneath to this effett, " May our 
fortune be, as 'tis here reprefented* and brine 
freedom to ourielves and fame to England/ 9 
And other lines in Latin, alluding to Britain, 
were expofed to public, view. 

A* he moved forward, a lofty fcaffbld was 
creeled, on which her majeity's arms were 
placed at large : upon it flood feven virgins, 
reprefenting the feven provinces, each holding 
a fpear, and fupporting the arms of the pro- 
vince fhe was to denote ; and in the midft was 
in armed Minerva, encompafied with the arms 
of England, on which the reft ieemed to 
rely : and thefe were all prefented to her ma- 
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Jbfty by a» old champion named Neoeflky.. 
At fome diftance, on a like fcatfoM, feve* 
perfons, exprdfing the fe*en liberal Sciences, 
were prcfented to the earl, as doe to htm by 
merit. The facets were all illuminated as he 
paffed along,, and many agreeable mention* 
devifed upon the occanxm. Among the' reft/, 
aver againft his lord&ip's gate, a barber had 
fb dUpofed above • threescore baftn* of bright 
copper, with a waac candle in every one of 
them, as to make a xnoft glorious mew ; ami 
in the midft was placed die rofe and crown,: 
with a witable motto* 

Upon his entrance into the court-gate* Arw 
thur of Britain* involved in a< cloud, whom* 
they compared to the earl, was-di&erned upon* 
afcaibld; and within were entertatnments ofT 
all kinds of mufical inftruments* 

Thus was Jie led in* triumph through the 
city ; and, as he entered, the great hail, he- 
was welcomed to hie lodging with die dip 
charge of large voliies of fiiot. Great rejoice* 
ings were made in die town all die night long* 
with variety of fireworks, as lecfarts, ftjuibs,. 
wheels, and bails of firey and tut artificial 
dragon, which call oat flames for near anr boat 
together. 

The next day, on the rive* adjoining to his 
iordJbip'B lodging, a kind of tilting was per* 
formed upon the water in the following man- 
ner. From each end of tile river came a boat 
tunning wfch fix qaro, and an armed man 

landing 
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fending in the item, with a ftafF in his reft* 
havi&g a bat-end of cork : as they met they 
encduntred, and both fell into the water, 
where other boats flood ready to affift them. 
This diverfem was continued till my lord of 
Leicester grew weary of it, in compaflionating 
the pain of the poor men that were thrown into 
the river. 

On the third of January, his lordfhip en- 
tered Leyden with a large retinue of three 
hundred horfe, very richly furnifhed. He waa 
met upon the way by the chief townfmen, who 
congratulated his arrival among them. The 
firft that addrefled him were twelve burgo- 
matters in long black gowns, with the name 
of Leydbk, in large letters of iilver, upon 
their Ibouiders* . Thefe were followed by 
twelve of the principal burgeflcs, and a large 
train onhorfeback, drefled all in black velvet. 
From his entrance into the town, he was led 
to his feat through a covered ftreet of different' 
coloured faie, with a canopy borne over him ; 
and, as foon as he was (bated, two men, like 
poets, on a flags over again ft him, prefented 
him with the following fpe&acle, representing* 
the miferies they had endured, whilll be- 
fieged by the Spaniards about eight years be- 
fore. - 

The firft perfbnage that appeared, was a 
fine woman richly drefied, denoting the town: 
1 was long aHaulted by Spaniards with fatfe 
es of (hot, in order of battle ; but not pre* 
ilin^, they retired, and continued the fiege 

* * till 
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till fuch time as provifion grew fcarce ; and 
then entered Famine, in a proper attire ex* 
preffive of want ; who was followed by men 
rending afunder live cats and dogs, ind feed- 
ing upon them; and foldiers bereaving the** 
women of their children and devouring them, 
She was now attacked by Peftilence, which 
was attended with heaps of carcafies, buried in 
a diforderly manner ; and at length with the 
funeral of an officer, who had diftingniihed 
himfelf in the fervice, and was carried over 
the flage with dead marches, howling trum- 
pets, colours wrapt up, trailed pikes, and 
drawn pieces ; and, as he was laid in the 
ground, was bid farewell with a volley of 
{hot. The Spaniards were next reprefented as 
eompafiionating her miferies, and fending fre- 
quent mcfiages to exhort her to yield ; to 
which me returned no anfwer. but, big with 
the hopes of affiftance, ordered a light to be 
fixed on the pinnacle of the higheft fteeple in 
the town to give notice to the prince of 
Orange, who lay at Delph, that (he expejked 
foccour ; and he again, by the device of a 
dove, fent back a promifed aid ; which was 
returned with repeated aiTurances that the 
would (till hold out till it would pleafe Pro- 
vidence to favour her. Providence then en- 
tered the ilage, upon whom (he leaned, and 
feemed to repofe her utmoft confidence. By 
the help of Providence, a part of the wall 
was thrown down in the night wkh a vawmure 
of fix and twenty poles. Upon this, the ene- 
my, 
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my, apprehending the prince of Orange was 
entered with his force, have recourfe to flight, 
are purfued by the town, and as many as 
were overtaken are put to the fword, whilft 
the lady and her attendants march off in tri- 
umph. Another woman was then introduced, 
armed like the former, and befieged by a 
Spaniard, courted by a Frenchman, and flat- 
tered twice by an Italian ; but rejecting the 
Spaniard, (he haftily leaped off the ftage and 
hid herfelf under the earl of Leiceflcr's cloak, 
and his lordfhip receiving her into his protec- 
tion, the Spaniard put on an air of threatning 
and walked off. The earl led her home to 
his lodging, and put an end to the {hew. 

The next day he was publickly entertained 
by the town, and on the fifth of January went 
back to Donhage. Five days after he made 
a mutter of part of his horfemen, to the num- 
ber of five hundred and more, and diftributed 
them into feveral garrifons, under feveral go- 
vernors, and nominated the earl of Eflex to be 
general of the horfe. He then returned to 
Leyden, and caufed a general fad to be pro- 
claimed throughout Holland, Gelderland and 
Fnfeland, on the twelfth, which was obferved 
with great folemnity and devotion. The lord 
lieutenant fpent the day in hearing of fermons, 
and in prayer, in reading and iingmg of pfalms, 
and neither eat himfelf, nor fullered any be* 
longing to him to tafte of meat till the even- 
ng. On the twenty-fourth of January he was 
ifited at Donhage by the prince of Portugal, 

and 
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and on the twenty-fifth his lordfhip was in* 
flailed and fworn, and the ftates took an oatb 
to the queen. The manner of the inftilment 
was as follows : at the upper end "of the great 
hall the lord lieutenant was feated under the 
arms of England, and on each fide of him, 
in a defcent of two ikps, fat twelve of the 
principal fiates, and the reft to the number of 
twenty were placed directly before him, but 
four or five fteps lower/ On his lordfhip's 
right Jiand ftood the prince of Portugal, die 
lord Morley, Mr. Norris governor of Mun- 
fter, Sir William Ruflel, Sir Robert Germain, 
and other perfoos of diftin&ion : on his left 
were Grave Maurice, the earl of Eflcx, Sir 
William Stanley, Sir Thomas Parrat, and 
femaj others of rank? and quality* A large 
oration was then made in Dutch, declaring 
thecaufe of the affemWy, and conclading wittt 
acknowledgments to the queen and the lord 
lieutenant. After this the agreement between; 
the ftates, the queen, and his lordfoip was read' 
in Latin, and being interchangeably delivered- 
by my lord to the ftate$> and by the ftates'to 
his lordfhip, lib wa* deflred to. fwea> to the 
obfervance of the articles contained in it," 
whkh, holding up his hand tb heaven, he did ;•' 
and the ftates in like mariner holding trp their- 
hands, did. the feme. And . the** again* xht? 
ftates took an oath to the queen and her lord. 
$eu tenant, and retiring to his pa!ace r were 
nobly entertained by his lordfhip: In t.ne be- 
ginning of February he went to the Hague,- 
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where the dates general were aflembled, and 
on the fixth day of the month a grant was 
given him in writing of the chief govern* 
merit and abfolute authority over the united 
provinces. After which the lord lieutenant 
applied himfelf to the bufmeis of his charge, 
and nominated certain fuperintendants to aft 
under him in the feveral provinces ; all , of 
them natives of the country, and members of 
the -great council. Bat when news was brought 
to qneen Elizabeth, how large an honour and 
authority the dates. had conferred on his lord- 
(hip, and that he had accepted it*, ihe very 
highly refented bis proceedings, and imme- 
diately difpalched her vice chamberlain to him 
with an expostulating letter ; at the fame time 
writing to the (rates general to tarn Lekefter 
out of that abfolute authority, whofe com- 
minion ihe had limited ; not that (he thought 
their caufe unworthy to be favoured and affil- 
ed, but to provide for and fecure her own ho* 
nour, which ihe efteemed more dear to her 
than life kfelf. 

The Hates returned a fubmiflive aniwer, ex- 
cufed what they had done by the neceffity they 
lay under, gave a fofter fenfe to the word 
abfolute than was. generally meant by it, and 
laid before her the inconvenience of recalling a. 
power they had already given. The: earl of 
Lekefter, too, lamenting his hard fajte in hav- 
ing diibbliged her, (6 wrought upon her eafy 
diipofition by his. feigned foreow, that ihe over- 
looked 
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looked the offence, and acquiefced in the de- 
claration of the ftates. 

Upon the arrival of the Englifh fuccours, 
the Dutch were infpired with new hopes ; and 
the prince of Parma, the Spanifli general, who 
had been raifed to an expectation of foon re - 
docing the Netherlands to the obedience of 
the catholic king, found he had a more power- 
ful enemy to cope with than he had yet en- 
countered: in their firft attacks the Englifh 
carried every thing before them ; and the earl 
of Leicefter being then at Utrecht, in his pro- 
grefs through the Provinces, he received an 
account of his fuccefs agaihft the enemy, from 
his lieutenant general N orris ; in confequence 
of which good news, he kept the feaft of St. 
George, then nigh approaching, with a pomp 
and folemnity worthy of himfelf and his coun- 
try. 

jOn the twenty-third of April, being St. 
George's day, the - ftreets of Utrecht were 
ranked with eight eniigns of burghers richly 
appointed, and wearing fcarfs upon their arms 
knit like roies red and white, in the midft of 
whom the proceflion marched on horfeback 
from the lord lieutenant's palace to the cathe- 
dral church. Firft rode the trumpeters, cloathed 
in fcarlet laced with filver, founding their in* 
itruments, their bannerols being difplayed and 
richly limned with his lordfhip's arms. Next 
came the gentlemen, captains, colonels, and 
her majesty's fwbrn men, to the number of 

forty 
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forty horfe, in gold and ftlver duffs, and va* j 

rious coloured filks. Thefe were followed by 
fix knights, four barons, the council of the 
eftates, the earl of Eflex and the electoral bi- 
fliop of Cologne, and the prince of Portugal 
by himielf. After whom marched the captain 
of the Guard, the treafurer and comptroller of 
the houftiold, bearing white ftaves, two gen- 
tlemen ulhers, and Portcullis herald in a rich 
coat of arms of England. And lad of all 
came the lord lieutenant invefted in the robes 
of the order, and guarded by the principal 
burghers of the town, who offered themfelves 
to this fervrce, befides his own guard, which 
confided of fifty halberts in (carlet cloaks, 
edged with purple and white velvet. In this 
llate he was conduced to the church, and pay* 
ing his reverence to her majefty's (eat, which 
wasfituate fome degrees lower. After prayers 
and the fermon were ended, he proceeded to 
the offering, firft for her majefty and then for 
himfelf, which part of the Jervice he perform- 
ed with fuch a grace and majeftic deportment, 
as procured him the applaufe of the whole 
afiembly. 

From hence they returned to dinner, and 
were very honourably entertained at his lord* 
Grip's palace. At the upper end of the hall 
was a fumptuous cloth and chair of date, de- 
signed for queen Elizabeth, with her majefty's 
1 and ftile upon it, and before it a table 
red in the fame manner, as if her highnefs 
>een prefent; and at the lower end of it on 

the 



144 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

the left hand, were placed die (tool and pflate 
of the lord lieutenat, for he would have no 
chair. The company being affembled, his 
lordlhip knighted Sir Martin Skeacke before 
the chair of ftate, for the many fervices he 
had done to his country, and then the others 
inarfhalled the, feaft. The dimes were brought 
up into the hall with the found of trumpets, 
were ferved on the knee, and carved and 
tailed to her majefty's trencher. 

The fide-table* were all furmibed in filver 
plate, and waited on by gentlemen, and upotr 
the removal of the firft courfe, and placing the 
fecond upon the queen's board, rhe others 
cried, " A hall." which being made with 
fome difficulty, by reafon of die crowd, they 
brought up between them Portcullis herald, 
inverted with the arms of England, who after 
he had thrice paid his reverence to the chat* 
of ftate, pronounced in Latin, French, and 
EnglHh, die queen's ufual ftile, of England, 
France and Ireland, defendrefs of the faith, 
&c. and then cried aloud thrice, " Large^e.'* 

When dinner was over,, there pafied feveral' 
entertainments of dancing, vaulting, and 
tumbling; and after fupper feveral a&s of 
chivalry were performed, wherein the earl of 
Eflex oMinguimed himfelf above the reft. 

From Utrecht his excellency paffed to Am* 
heim with a considerable force, deiigning to 
relieve Grave, then befieged. But before his 
lordlhip could bring up his fuccours, Van 
Hemart, the governor, funcndcnred, and de- 
livered 
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tivered the town up to the dake of Parma, 
to which capitulation they fay he was induced 
by the perfuafsoos of a kept miftrefs ; how- 
ever, his cowardice ceft him his life. The 
eari of Leicefter prefently ordered' him to be 
apprehended, and for an example of terror 
caufed him and two other officers concerned 
with him,, to be put to an ignominious deaths 
There were found in the town, as Strada re- 
ports, twenty -feven pieces of cannon, an hun- 
dred apd eight barrels of gunpowder, and a 
fufficient quantity of proviuon to fupport fix 
thouiand men for a whole year. And, in the 
mean time, the earl of Leicefter drew the Spa- 
niards from their ftrong holds in other places. 

It is not our purpofe, however, to give a 
di/UncT recital of the feveral battles, fieges, 
and feirmifhes, which happened between the 
Spaniih forces and thofe of the confederates. 
The earl of Leiceiler certainly, in many in- 
ftances, Shewed himfelf a brave man, if not a 
great general ; and the Englifli and Dutch, for 
the mp& part, had die better of their enemies. 
Yet, when the lord lieutenant came to the 
Hague after his fecond campaign, where the 
dates of xhe country were then afiembled, they 
received him with coldnefs, and foon broke 
out in expolhilation and complaint ; in a mo- 
derate way denring a redrew. But he in rc- 
en. entered upon a juftincatioa of his pro- 
:dings, drove to remove their fuppofed mif- 
iftruclions and mrfiakes> and at laft endea- 
\rcd to difiblve the afiembly ; but not be* 
r Qt« III, H ing 
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ing able to bring about his purpdfe, he de- 
clared his refolution of returning to England, 
.and left the council in an angry mafmtr. 
JEiowever, he feems afterwards to have been 
•brought to temper, and to have told the 
itates, that by his journey into England, he 
Jhould be the more enabled to affift them in 
-their affairs, and provide a remedy to all 
4heir grievances. 

When the day came for his departure, by 
a public aft he gave up the care of the pro- 
vinces into the hands of the council of ft ate ; 
Jbut privately, the fame day, by an ad of re- 
ilriclion, he referved an authority to himfelf 
over all governors of provinces, forts and 
cities ; and farther took away from the coun- 
cil and the prefidents of provinces their ac- 
cuftomed jurifcli&ion. And thus he fet fail for 
.England. 

But whatever might be the pretence for 
iLeicefrer's leaving the Low-Countries at this 
•conjuncture, his prefence in England feems not 
to have been at all unacceptable to queen Eli- 
zabeth. The late conspiracies, which had 
.been formed in favour of the queen of Scots, 
had made a deep impreffion upon her majefty, 
.and (he appears to have been now refolved to 
-difpatch her competitor ; but the difficulty lay 
in what manner it mould be done; and (he 
.knew fhe could fecurely rely upon Leicefter's 
fidelity. When the matter was brought be* 
fore the council, his lordfhip is faid to have 
advifed to Cake her off by poifon ; but this 

fcheme 
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fcherae being openly oppo&d hy fecretaiy 
Walfingbam, who had refuted to give ear to 
the private infatuations of a court-divine, 
whom his lordftrip had fent to draw him into a 
confent, it was at laft determined to proceed 
againft her by a late a& in the twenty- feventh 
year of queen Elizabeth, which had been pur- 
pofely made upon this occafion. And thus 
the unfortunate queen was brought to her try* 
al, and lord Leicefter constituted one of her 
judges. After fentence of condemnation had 
been pronounced againft her^ queen, Elizabeth, 
was no lefs perplexed, in what manner (he 
fbotild proceed to her execution* She was de- 
£rous^ as much as poffible, to remove the 
blame from herfelf ; . and the earl of Leicefter 
obferving it to be her znajefty's inclination* 
again advifed ber to make her fecretly away. 
And the queen, feems fo far to have come into 
his fentiments, that fhe ordered her fecretarie* 
Davifon and Waliingham to write to Fothe- 
•ringay, where the queen of Scots was then 
imprifoned, to have her taken of by violence. 
But the keepers, detefting tee action, declined 
the office, and her majefty, within a few days 
after, fell a public facrifice by the hands of an 
executioner. 

Tn the mean time the affairs of the Low- 
• Countries were in a very unprofperous condi- 
tion. And the governors of the provinces 
gave in loud complaints againft the earl of 
Leicefters adminiftration. During his ftay in 
England they called together the ftatea gene- 

H 2 . ral, 
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ral, and to prcferve their country, they agreed 
to inveft prince Maurice wkh the full powec 
and authority of Smdtholder. And pursuant 
to this determination, they obliged all the of- 
ficers to receive a new commiflion from him, 
and to take a new oath to the {bates, and dis- 
charged all recnftnts whatsoever from the fer* 
vice. 

Queen Elizabeth was highly dtfplcaied witk 
thefe alterations in the government* She inw 
mediately fent ovtr lord Buckhurft to enquire 
into the matter, to complain of the innova* 
tions they had introduced in the earl of Lei- 
cefter's abfence, and to fettle all differences 
between them. The (hues in return allured 
her majefty, that their proceedings were but 
provifional, and enforced through fear of s 
general revolt in conference of their loflfes ; 
•and that at his fordflrip's return they would 
readily acknowledge both him and his authori- 
ty ; for the dates were too well acquainted with 
the (hare Leicefter bore in her majefty's affec- 
tion, to attempt any accriation againft him* 
'But notwithstanding many outward profenlons 
of regard, they inwardly hated him, and pri- 
vately proceeded in the execution of -their 
projects, to ftraiten his {rower* 

Thefe proceedings however were by no 
means agreeable to the majority of the people; 
and the clergy, who were firm in die intereft 
of the earl of Leicefter, threatened to be 
revenged of the ftates, if the queen (houM 
take any o&nce at their alterations. The 

(yaod 
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iynod at Soeek, in particular, prefented a pe- 
tition to lord Buckhurft to be tranfmitted to 
Elizabeth, in which they invite her to come to 
the aiSftance of Chrift, who thiew himfelf and 
his children into her arms, and implored her 
prote&ioxu 

And the preachers at Amfterdam, had open- 
ly inveighed againft the magiftrates from the 
pulpit, and the people fet up libels againft the 
Sates. Bat as thefe diforders were at the point 
of being carried to the u tin oft extremity, lord 
fiockhunr, fignified to them from her majefty, 
that it was ner inclination to fend back the 
earl of JLeicefter into the Low- Countries, 
which gave a check to their violence, and put 
a farther Hop to the proceedings of the ftates, 
who then, both publickly and privately, af« 
fured lord Buckhurft of all duty and fidelity 
to him j But the queen requiring, before ihe 
could be prevailed on to give confent to his 
lordlhip's return, focie pronafes and provifces, 
which the Hates refolutely refufed to comply 
'liruh ; Buckhurft again declared, that he had 
*o coouniffion from her majelly to promife 
^is lordfliip's return to them. 

The demands made by the queen from the 
Dutch, increafed the indignation of the great 
-|nen of that country again ft the earl of Lei- 
--Ce$er. They now faw plainly, he fought not 
to much their advantage,, as the gratification of 
his own ambition. It wj^ their part therefore 
40 .provide for their own fecurity, and guard 

H 3 againft. 
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againft any future encroachments he might 
hereafter attempt upon their conftltution. 
But while they were employed in this attempt 
their perils from the Spaniards encreafed fo 
continually upon them, that there feemed no 
other poffible remedy to prevent their entire 
Yaln and fubver£on, bat a prdent governor, 
attended with a preient fupply of men and 
money. Lord Buckhurft was not wanting to 
notify their diftreflcs to queen Elizabeth, but 
Leicefter's demands were fb great from hef 
majefty, that (he continued doubtful for fome 
t me, whether me (hould again employ him 
in that fervice. This engaged lord Buckhurft 
to draw up a new fcheme for the government 
of the tmited provinces, which offended the 
earl of Leicefler fo much, that he never for- 
gave it. Yet Buckhurft ftill continued to 
make application to the -court of England* 
laid open the miseries to which the provinces 
were reduced, and wjth preffing inftances re* 
commended the confideratton of their neceffity 
to her majefty. And in the end the queen** 
trcafurer arrived with money, to the great joy 
of nis lordfhip, and trfe comfort of the diftret 
fed foldiers, who had long been without pay 
and necefTaries. 

Nothing now feemed wanting fcut the earl 
of Leicefler's prefence. The queen at laft be- 
came fenfible of the inconveniencies attending 
•upon any farther deray, and after fome fruitlefs 
endeavours towards a peace, gave content to 

his 
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Jus lordfhip's return, and ordered him to 
make ready for his journey. Before his de- 
parture feveral letters pafled between him and 
the miniftcrs of South Holland, and one of 
them was written in the manner following. 

Gentlemen, 

" That I did not return fuch an anfwer ta 
feveral of your letters as you defired and ex- 
pected, was not for want of a good-will co- 
wards ferving the^caufe of God, and defend- 
ing the poor people ; but it was becaufe 1 had 
not yet received her majefty'&refolutions about 
what was farther neceflary to be done for the 
fervice of your country. But the queen hav~ 
™g given me full direcHons with regard to the 
forces (he will fend to your afliftance, and- 
Having laid her commands upon me to return ; 
I therefore, poftponing all private view* and' 
confi derations, and abandoning all thofe ad- 
vantages, which God has bellowed upon me 
in this kingdom, intend to haften over, and 
(atisfy the defires of a people, who have fo 
often called for me ; to which the zeal and 
good inclinations of fome have more induced 
-roe, than the demerits of others, that furTer 
themfelves to be made tools for keeping me 
back by (landers and detractions ; which 1 
4hall neverthelefs enter into my book of obli- 
vion, that no harm may befal thofe, who feek 
to, do me fuch diiTervices • and I hope I (hall 

H 4 never* 
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never give the people any caufe to dimin&t 
their good-will and affeciion for me. In the 
mean time, I intreat you to go on in your du- 
ty, and to admoriifti and excite thofe under 
your care to peace and unity, to the end that 
they may more and more deferve all the be- 
tiefits they receive. For the rett I refer my- 
ielf to my arrival* and fo I recommend you, 
gentlemen, to the protection of the almighty , w 

Your .good friend, 
tjiven at London, 

Jan. 7.O. S. ft. Leicester, 

' But as every thing flood Hill till his lord- 
ihip's arrival in Holland, t-he Spaniards had 
great advantage of the Dutch, who thought* 
or rather feared, they could not aft properly, 
though for their own defence, till the earl of 
Lcicefler came to head the Englilh forces. 

The duke of Parma had befieged Sluys, and 
the town was reduced to the utmoft extremity, 
when Leicester fet fail from England <fritb a 
confiderable fupply both of horfe and foot. 
Prince Maurice and the deputies of the ftates. 
attended upon him at Fluming, to congratulate 
his return, and left count Hoi lack to watch 
the motions of the enemy. When they had 
talked upon the fubjeft of railing the liege, it 
was determined to attempt it by fea. To this 
end they fitted out as many (hips as were thought 
expedient, and fent on board them about 
&ve thoufand foot and fix hundred horfe, with v 



HI nccegar y proyifioa, fer she relief olf tha 
4bwo. Wfrhii* * few hours itfter tie flept ap* 
geared in the channel, and the earl of Leicefr 
$er made figns to the. bt&ged-, that he. was 
come to tbwaffiftance: but upon ftricta»en< 
^airy, finding the channel blocked up, and the 
paflage i$c«re, he fa.w it woiiid be in vain to-, 
cndeavos* tp proceed; any farther. For- ttaee 
days he coniinjajs^ia fuipenfe what ftep hot 
fliould take ; and at Ja£ weighing anchor, h«- 
-fcent kbicowfe towards Oftend, with a refolu- 
tioa to^ccogr the befteged tty land. But the • 
duke of Parma/ apprehending his deiign, im- 
jnediately-fent a reinforcement of hprfe and. 
ibot tooppofe his p*ogre&. .^s loon as the 
*arl of Leicefter hid ianded 1 his men, he p«* 
{>ared #* attack a yery important fort, ami 
joining the. whole garrifon of (Mend tto his 
army,, marched up direcHy againftfo The 
duke of Parma, theijefore,. leaving the fiege 
^very where well provided, led the remainder 
of his army to the defence of (he fort againft. 
Jiis- lordfhtp; The .Bnglifh troqps were upon 
<the point to* tegin; rthfiir lotteries, feu.t upon 
ifighjt. of. the- .enemyf^ army,, ,th$y deferred 
ttheir h^lfti* s, and after fome confutation 
^retired Jto oftend. Jfyom Jwee they returned 
with thec&rae fie& ta the .place where they 
had facmetly. bffcn a^ncl^r* .npjt far/rom 
Stays; and the duke of Parma, marching 
iuddenly back, .again presented himfelf to 
tWir yisw; an>l jook, from them all poffiWe 
. Hope of *eli.evjflg the town. ; &iid thus they. 

lis " found, 
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found themfehres under a neceffity to retii* 
again, and never after attempt to "be feet* 
there anymore. 

The lofs of Sluys, which foon followed* 
renewed the mifunderftanding between <the earl 
©f Leicefte* and theftates, whilft the blame of 
the altion was thrown, by each party, upon 
(he mifmanagement trf the other. And this 
diflatisfa&ioB etftreafing, they refofed tore* 
eflabiim him in that abfolute authority ; which 
had been conferred upon him at bistfrft arri- 
val. The earl *f Leicefter -Openly expreffed 
his difpleafure againft the dates, and is charged* 
with having entered into indirect prac1ices» 
The magiftrates of Leyden had private infor- 
mation, that a fcheme was formed to furprife 
the town,*jind change .the governor*. And 
ceitaiii -companies of Englifh foldiers had. 
-niarched to Maefland, and Del fehaven, with di- 
rections to feize upon the perfon of Olden* 
barnevelt x advocate and couniellorto the Hates 
of Holland, 'whom his lordfhlp had deftined 
to jteJbu&idn, with thirteen others of the prin- 
cipal a&rt^fs of theliberties of their country, 
by the bands of an executioner. And- pnnce 
Maurice, upon the* diftovery, left the Hague 
the next day, to avoid the ruin which (eemed 
to threaten him. But the common people 
'were fo overfwayed with the appearances cff 
>piety and zeal in the earl of Leicefter, as to 
'approve of all he did. Within a few days 
•fas Lordfhip wnt-to- Utrecht, where he Was 
very diligent to form an iatereft among the 

tynfmea 
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tewnfmen in his favour ; and from thence he: 
inade a progrefs- through the country,, conver- 
ting chiefly with the minifters and private per- 
sons, andfowingthe feeds of difcord.and.di- 
^vifion wherever, he came. 

He }s faid to have engaged in a defign againft 
Amfterdam, but the magiftrates got notice of 
his project, and prevented its .execution. Up- 
on this difappointment he directed his courfe 
towards North-Holland* and call his eye upon,. 
Enkhuyfen. And here he thought he was.fe-i 
core of his purpofe*. by«reafon the clergy had 
a great influence over the town. Bat the 
minifter took part with the magiftrates, and 
recommended* the duty of iabje&ion in fuch 
preffing terms from the pulpit, that the people- 
were. all. unanimous in iupporting tfceir autho- 
rity*. With this encouragement they fent a 
letter to his lorftiip, as he was upon his jour* 
ney, deflring he would decline to vifit them 
upon this occasion. He anfwered their 4etter, 
and took no notice of his ^coming, but not* 
.withftanding* went on in ip- board at Hoorn, 
and marched directly towards them* Hereup- 
on they aflembledall the officers of the mili- 
tia, and after fome confutations about the 
common fafety, agreed to place a guard at 
their gates ; and when . his lordmip was ad- 
vanced within a league of the city, . they, dif- 
patched certain members* of their feiiate to 
him, to difiuade his proceeding^ any. far- ' 
xher.. 

The; 
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The deputies delivered their meflage with 
fabmifficn and refpedi ; but his lordfltfp being 
apprehenfive that the gates would be (hut 
upon him, paged the night at Sttttok, and the 
next morning turned aftde to Medeftblihe. 

About this time, fc terrain Fleming, *4ia 
lad -been placed as a fpy upon hts lordihip, ani 
had frequently difctofed hk c^unfofe, and g ive* 
fcafonable notice of Mb deftghfi, appears to htofe 
been discovered, and was nevdriieafd'of any 
more. 

.< In the mean time, *he rnihifters were'eveif 
•where very indaftrious^to promote the^honout 
and interefts t>f his loxlihip. In the begin* 
ing ol October, certain of *hem drew up * 
memorial, in the name of the Dtatch and Wal- 
loon churches ; which -they presented to the 
( toes ; who heard them with patience, and ci- 
villy told them, They ^oiald conftder of 'thefc 
memorial. But, within' a few days after, 
as the application of the minifters had been 
public, the fcafes judged proper to draw op* 
public 4nfw6r ; which -they caufed to be 
-printed and diftributed to the magiflmes in 
every town of Holland and Wefr-ftteftand, 
with directions $© fumrnon the clergy before 
them, to put a copy *f k into their hands, 
-and to bid them exhort their congregations to 
unity arid peace ; to give heed to teaching anil 
preaching-; and to leave matters of govern* 
stent and policy to the ftates and magiftrates, 
<Bu* this reproof items to have been ill received 
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the sainifiers, who declared they had don* 
nothing bat their doty, and did not expedt fit 
itakind a retain* 

About this tame, Provink, n creatorc of the 

-earl of &eiceier's, attempted to ftir op the 

people of Dort to an infuroeftkm in his lord* 

blip's favour. To this end he had drama up 

ji petition, to have been Bgned and prcfented 

by them^toiissloKdflttp ; ia which, after £eve* 

ral iavefikntes againft ithe fates, they promifed. 

4o ffcand by t brm with their lives and fortunes* 

and ton^ their-imnoft power to die lefiahliihing 

1m authority every where. Tiiis paper being 

ihewn tothe minHter, Jiedifluaded the execu* 

lion of die enterprise.; -**d & tne projed was 

dropped for .that time. It afterwards fell into 

4fee hands of the magiftrates, who, though 

anoftef tkem inclined to favour the Englifb 

intereft, thought proper to lay k (before the 

aflembly of the Antes, then fitting at Harlem. 

But the ipim of difcord and rebellion was 
910 where .more prevalent than it was at Ley* 
<den. Many thoufimds of Flemilh and Bra- 
feanders, wbo had 'taken fhelter here during 
•the Jateperfeeutions, bad contracted an aver* 
alon to theihttes, upon an imagination that the 
^caufe of the church and the earl of Leicefter 
fwere fo clofely united, that every diminution 
:of his lordfltip'4 authority wasra dftTervice to 
Teligron. 

The earl of Xefcefter confideriag .this, ftnt* 
/for Coimode Pefcarengiis, a native of 'Red* 
t&ont, wfeohadbecn iotmarlya pawnbroker 
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at Leyden, but was now a difbanded colonel}.' 
and ready to engage in any defperate under- 
staking. He laid before him the inclinations* 
of the people of Leyden to .reduce the city to 
his'obedience.; mewed him how eafy it was to 
accomplifh their- purpofe ; that nothing more ' 
was wanting than an- officer of refolution to> 
head them.; and prefled Cofmo to affift in the 
fervice. Cofmo, with little perfuaiion, wa» 
induced to comply, bat he wanted, his lord-* 
fhip to give him inftruttionsin writing* But 
my lord made anfwer, He would fupport hi* 
own work, that he would never forfake him,, 
but fly to his affiftance in cafe of difficulty,, 
though at the expence of all his fortune, 
• When Cofmo was come to Leyden, he made- 
Iris application to Nicholas de Maulde, a young 
officer of reputation, who Belonged to the.gan. 
rifon, and gained him over to the Englifh inteV 
reft. The fajne day the chief of the fadttoa 
met at Cofmo's lodgings, ti> debate upon the > 
execution of their project, and. what was the 
moll efficacious method of. feiaing upon, the 
magiftrates. And here it was agreed to make 
ufe of De Maulde's company, and the foldi- 
ters of one Heraugiere,. which were to be 
•brought from Delft upon this occafion. Some - 
.few days after, Cofmo,. upon fufpicionof Come- 
other % crime, was. taken, up and imprifoned. 
This accident ftruck a terror into the reft of 
the corifpirators, who- judged they were all 
difcovered : but foon learning their miftake, 
tbey fent Volmaex tQ.ihe. earl .of .Leicefier, to . 

xonfufc^ 
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coa&lt with him what was farther to be done*. 
His lordfbip required them to go on, and ex? 
prefled his diflatisfa&ion at their delays. 

"Upon the return of their meflenger*. they, 
met once more at Meetkirke's houfe, and de- 
termined to execute their defign on the Sunday 
following. Maulde, by my lord of LeiceHer's. 
orders, was to aik leave of the magiftrates tot 
draw his company out of the town the evening 
before ; and, under this pretext, was, earlyi 
the next morning, to march his foldiers along 
the} Broadibeet as far as the ftadthoufe, where 
he was to be Hopped by -fifty or fixty of the 
armed citizens, who would declare that*hey 
had taken up arms for the fervice of thechurch 
and his excellency the earl of Leicefter. They 
were then to feize the ftadthoufe, and to pub- 
Jiih *a xJedarafcion, That the good Burghers 
had been obliged to take up arms for the fer- 
vice of the queen of England, for the main- 
tainance of the true religion, and for re* 
^ftablifhing the tarl of Leicefter," &c. And 
their watch- word was to have been, " Long 
live the queen x>£ England, and the earj of 
i>eiceften" 

However, the day came, and nothing was 
«ffe&ed. They were afraid, it feems, left the 
•citizens,, whom they, had drawn into the con- 
spiracy, fhould be" backward in the infurreq- 
tion; arM thus the mifchief, which they had 
: defigned for others ihould reverton themfelves. 
In the mean time, one of the .confpiratorg, 
jumed Andrew Schott, difdofed the whole af- 
fair 
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lair to the magiiirates ; whereupon YoLmaefr 
was taken «up, Cofmo mote ftrieuy confined*. 
-and captain Maulde apprehended at Woerden* 
and carried back to Ley den. Volmaer con* 
iefled all he was accufed of, but threw the 
1>lame upon the earl of Leicester. He was de» 
fired to pioduce his commiffion ; but he /aid he- 
htd relied upon his lord&ip's honour, and afied 
only by a verbal order. And,. t whcn he was 
told that the earl would deny hk word*. 
*' Why then,*' iaid he, «* I am a dead man.? 
Cofmo declared that the earl of Leicefter had 
drawn him into this deiign by ihe promile jof 
a reward. And DeMoalde «oo£eiTed, that he 
was led afide by the insinuations of Cofino, 
the name of the earl of Leicefter, and the ere* 
dit of Meetlrirke, Cofmo only was expofed. 
to torture f and, as he was upon the rack, 
-cried out uponJiis lowHhip, " O excellence, 
a quoy enapioyez vous les gens \ n The other 
two were ienteaced to be beheaded. 

The earl of Leicefter was at AJkmaefr 
when news was broaght him of the fad fate 
of his confederates,, and is -reported to hare- 
faid, " 'Tis high time to take care of, my ima, 
•head. 19 And, not long after,iie Laft/&e coun- 
try, and returned into England, leaving .the 
•adminiftration of the -provinces /to the .fbte* 
-themfelves. 

At his departure, he privately diflributed 
ttBiong the members of hit faction certain gold 
.medals, fiampod withhisowiief&gies on^one 
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fide, and, on the reverie, a dog ready to de- 
part, looking back upon a flock of ftieep', 
from whence Tome had fVayed. Over the dog 
was this infcriptien, " Invito* defero ;*' and 
near the (beep* " Non gregem, fed ingra- 
tos." 

Prince Maurice was immediately appointed 
governor of the United Provinces in his lord- 
(hip*s dead; and the lord Willoughby made 
general of the EngliA forces in the Low- 
Countries by her majefty. But, notwkhftand- 
2ng his abfence, he is reported to have (till 
fomented divifions in the country. But the 
^ueen, confidering the dangers which now 
threatened her from the preparations in Spain, 
gave orders to my lord Willoughby to check 
the feditious lpirit in the Low-Cdunmea, and 
reduce the difaffe&ed to a fubmiffion to the 
Hates ; which, by the affiftance of prince 
Maurice, he happily performed. 

ft is faid, that lord Leicefter, upon his re- 
tarn, finding an accu&tion was preparing 
againft him by Bockhurft, and others of his 
«nemies, for his mifconduft in the Low- 
Countries ; and that he was fummoned to ap- 
|>ear and give an account of his behaviour 
before the council; privately threw hirnfelf 
•at her majefry's feet, and implored her pro- 
tection : and, that the queen was fo pacified 
-with his expreflions of humility and forrow, as 
to pais by the difpleafure (he had conceived 
againft him, and admit him into her former 
grace and aJFe&ion, 

The 
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The next day, when it was expelled h& 
fiiould have given in his anfwer, he took his 
place at the council- table ; and, when the fe- 
cretary had begun to read his accufation, he 
rofe up and interrupted him, complaining of 
the injuries that had been offered him, and 
declaring that his public commiflkm was li- 
mited by private inilru&ions ; and making hi» 
appeal to the queen, he evaded the accufation, 
and came off in triumph. But it fared not (or 
with lord Buckhurft; for Leicefter's aver- 
fion to him, and power with the queen, fo fan 
prevailed, that a cenfure was pa (Ted upon hia 
negociation, and his lordfhip was confined to* 
his houfe for feveral months. 

The preparations in the ports of Spain had 
already made a great noife, and there was nor 
doubt but their principal views weie diredted 
^gainft England. The queen was not negli- 
gent in making all preparations requifite foe 
her defence. She fitted out a considerable 
fleet under the command of the lord Howard 
of Effingham, and farther lined the fouther*. 
coafts with twenty thoufand men. An army 
of one thoufand horfe, and twenty -two thou- 
fand foot, was commanded by her general the 
earl of Leicefter, and encamped at Tilbury* 
near the mouth of the Thames ; and another- 
of thirty-four thoufand foot, and two thoufand 
horfe, was under the command of the lord 
Hunfdon, and kept as a guard upon the 

queen's gerfon.. 

Upoa 
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fcjpon the encampment at Tilbury, her ma- 
jefty rode through all the (qtiadrons of her ar- 
my, attended by the earls of Leicefter and Ef- 
fex, and Norris, lord-marfhal, on foot : and, 
having viewed them all, (he ex pre fled her fa- 
tisfadtion of their fidelity, and her fenfe of 
my lord of Leicester's merit, in a noble 
fpeech. 

But, notwitMaacfing her maje fly's com- 
mendation, there was no opportunity for his 
lord (hip to exert his abilities on this occafion ; 
for the Spanifb army never landed on the ftiore. 
And this was the laft expedition in which his 
lordfhip was engaged ; for retiring foon after 
to his caflle at Kenil worth, as he was upon 
his journey, he was taken ill of a fever at 
Cornbury Park, in Oxfordftiire ; of which he 
died on the fourth of September following. 

" He was efteemed, fays Mr. Camden, 
" a molt accompftftied courtier, free and boun- 
tiful to foldiers aad Aadentt; a cunning time- 
server, •'and refpecler «f -his own advantages 5 
•of a difpofition ready and apt to pleafe ; 
crafty and fubtle towards his adverfaries ; 
much given formerly to women, and in his 
Jatter days doating extremely upon marriage. 
But, whilft he preferred power and greatnefs, 
which is fubject to be envied, before folid vir- 
tue, his detracting emulators found large 
matter to (peak reproachfully of him ; and, 
even when he was in his moft flouriftiing con- 
dition, (pared not difgraceruHy to defame him 

by 
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fay libels, not without a mixture of fome un- 
truths." 

It is (aid, that he died In the queen's debt; 
and, that her majeily caufed his goods to be 
ibid at a public (ale, that payment might be 
made ; for, 'however favourable (he might 
have "been in all other reipe&s, the queen is 
bbferved never to have remitted the debts that 
were owing to her Treasury. From Cornbtuy 
Park his corpfe was removed to Warwick,, 
where he was interred in our Lady's chapel* 
adjoining, to the choir of the collegiate-church* 
and a very noble monument erected to his me* 
«iojy. * . 
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Thb LIFE or 



Sir Francis Drake 



THIS famous voyager was born near 
South-Tavcftock, in Devonflrire, his 
father being a mmifter, who, for fear of the 
fix articles, in the reign of Henry VIII. was 
forced to fecure hirafelf in the hull of a fhip* 
where he had many of his younger fons, hav- 
ing twelve in all, raoft of them born on the 
water. 

After the death of Henry VIII. Mr. Drake 
got a place to read prayers in the royal navy, 
and bound his eld eft fon, Francis, apprentice 
to a ftiip-m after, who traded to France and 
Holland ; with whom he endured much hard- 
ship. It is {aid, that, at the age of eighteen, 
he was pvrier of a (hip- trading to the Bay of 
Jh'fcay. At twenty, he made a voyage to 
•Guinea; tand,"fttthe age of twenty- two, was 
appointed captain of the Judith ; and, in that 
-capacity* was in the harbour of St. John de 
UHoa, in the guiph of Mexico ; whrfre he be- 
haved very gallantly in' the glorious action un- 
der Sir John Hawkins ; and returned with him 
to England with a high reputation, but ftrip- 
jped of all, and very poor. 

. Soon 
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Soon after this, he conceived ft defign of 
making reprifals on the king of Spai$; which, 
according to Tome, was put into his head by 
the chaplain of the fljip : and, indeed, the 
cafe was clear in fea-divinity, that the fubjects 
of the king of Spain had undone Mr. Drake, 
and therefore he was at liberty to take the be ft 
fatisfactkm he could on them in return. This . 
doctrine, however roughly preached, was very 
taking in England ; and, therefore, no (boner 
did he publiih his defign, than he had nam* 
ben of volunteers ready to accompany him* 
though not -actuated by the fame motives, and 
without any fuch pretence to colour their pro* 
ceeding as he had. . 

In 1570, he made his firft voyage with two 
4hips, the Dragon and Swan; and the next 
year in the Swan alone : from which laft ex* 
pedition he returned fafe, if not rich. Th«* 
we have no particular account of thefe two 
voyages, or what Drake performed in them, 
yet nothing is clearer than that captain Drake 
had two great points in view : the one was, to 
inform himfelf perfectly of the fituation and 
ftrength of certain places in the Spanifh Weft- 
Indies; the other, to convince his country- 
men, that, notwithftanding what bad hap* 
pened to captain Hawkins, in his laft voyage, 
it was a thing very practicable to fail into thefe 
•parts, and return in fafety : for it is to be ob* 
iervcd, that Hawkins and Drake feparated in 
the Weft-Indies; and, that the former, find* 

ing 
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ing it impofiible to bring all his crew home to 
England,, had 4et part of them, but with their 
own confent, *(hore in the bay of Mexico; 
«nd, indeed, 4ew of thefe finding their way 
home, the terror of fuch a captivity as they 
were known to endure, had a prodigiow effect. 
JBut captain Drake, in thefe two voyages, hav- 
ing very wifely avoided coming to blows with 
the Spaniards, and bringing home fufficten* 
returns to fatisfy his owners, diffipated thefe 
apprehenfions, as well as raifed his own charac- 
ter: fo that, at his xeturn from his (econd 
voyage, he found it no difficult .matter to raife 
fuch a ftrength as might enable him to perform 
what he had long meditated in bis own mind, 
which otherwife he never would have been 
able to effect. 

fiaving now means fufficient to perform 
greater matters, as well as fkill to conduct 
them, he laid the plan of .a more important 
<tefign; which he put in execution on the 
twenty- fifth of March : for, on that day, he 
bailed from Plymouth, in a (hip called the Pa- 
feta, burden feventy tons ; and his brother, 
John Drake, in the Swan, of twenty-five 
tons ; their whole ftrength confiding of only fe- 
venty.three men and boys : and with this fmall 
force, on the twenty fecond of July, in the 
year following, 157 J, attacked the town of 
Nombre de Dios, which then ferved the Spa- 
niards for the fame purpofes as Porto- Belle 
does now. He took it in a few hours by 

ftorm, 
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Itorm, notwithftanding a very dangerous 
wound he received in the a&ion ; yet, after 
all, with little advantage, being obliged, af- 
ter a very briik a&ion, to betake themielve* 
to their {hips. 

His next attempt was to plunder the moles 
laden with filver, which paired from Vera 
Cruz to Npmbre de Dios ; bat in this too he 
failed : however, attacking the former town,, 
he carried it, and got fome little plunder, ht 
their return, they nnexpe&ly met with fifty 
mules laden with plate ; of which they car- 
ried off as much as poffible, and buried the 
reft. In thefe enterprifes he was very greatly 
affiled by a nation of Indians, perpetually en- 
gaged in war with the Spaniards. The prince, 
or captain, of this tribe, whofe name was Pe- 
dro, captain Drake preferred with a fiae cut* 
lafs, of which he faw the Indian was very 
fond. In return, Pedro gave him four large 
wedges N of gold ; all which captain Prake 
threw into the common flock, adding withal, 
That he thought it but juft, that fuch as bore 
the charge of. fo .uncertain a voyage, on his 
credit, fhoulcl {hare the utmoft advantages that 
voyage produced . Then embarking his men, 
with a very considerable booty, he boie away 
for England ; and, in twenty.three days, 
failed from Cape Florida to the ifles of Scilly ; 
and from thence arrived fafe at Plymouth on 
the ninth of Augnft. 

His fuccefs in this expedition, joined to his 
*«pright behaviour towards his owners, toge- 
ther 
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t?icr with the ufe he made of his riches, 
gained him a very Jrigh reputation ; for, in 
1575, fitting oiit three frigates at his own ex- 
pence, he failed with them to Ireland ; where, 
•nder Walter, earl of Eflex, (father to the 
earf who had been beheaded) he ferved as a 
volunteer, and did many glorious exploits. 

After the death of his patron, he returned 
to England, in 1576; where Sir Chriftopher 
JHattoa, vice-chamberlain to queen Elizabeth, 
took him under his protection; introduced 
him to her majefty, arid procured him her 
countenance. By this means he was enabled 
to undertake that grand expedition which 
will immortalize his name. The flrft thing 
he propofed was a voyage into the South-Seas, 
through the Straits of Magellan, hitherto un- 
attempted by any Englishman. This project 
was well received at court, and Captain Drake 
foon faw himfelf at the height Of his wi(hes; 
for, in his former voyage, having had a diftant 
profpect of the South-Seas, he ardently prayed 
to God that he might fail an Englifh ihip in 
them ; which now he found an opportunity of 
attempting, the queen, by her permifiion, fur- 
niflung him with the means; and his owri 
feme 'quickly drawing to him a fufficient force 
lor that purpofe. 

While he meditated on this great defign in 

Ms own breaft, without communicating it to 

7, he took care to procure the beft lights, to 

rage feveral bold and active men to ferve 

79&.IIL 11 I under 
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where he executed Mr. John Doughty, whfr 
was next in authority to him/elf; in which* 
however*, he preferved a great appearance of 
jufticc. 

It wilt, however, be neceflary to give an 
account of this affair, as it was one of the moft 
remarkabte patiages in our hero's life, with re- 
gard to his moral character. After he had 
continued about two months tn port Sr. Julian* 
lying within one degree ©f the Streights of 
Magellan, to make the neceflafy preparations 
for paffing the freights with fafety, on a fud- 
den having earned the principal perfons en- 
gaged in the (ervice to a defert jfland lying m 
the bay, he called > court- martial where lie 
opened his commiifion ; by which the queen 
granted him the power of life and death, 
which was delivered him wkh this remarkable 
expreffion from her own mouth : " We do ac* j 
count that he, Drake, who ftrikes at thee, 1 
does (hike at us." He then explained with 
that wonderful fluency of fpeech which, with I 
indifferent education, he was naturajly mafter 
of, the caufe of the aflembly } and proceeded 
next to charge Mr. John Doughty, who had 
feeen fecond in command during the whole 
voyage, firft, wkh plotting in his abfence to 
m order him. 

M We had," hid he, " the firft notice of 
this- gentleman's intentions before he left En- 
land, but was in hopes his behaviour wou 
have extinguished fitch difpoikions, if the 
had been any troth in the kformatioft." 
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He then appealed for his behaviour to the 
•whole aflembly, and to the gentleman accufed: 
he next expofed his p radices from the time 
•they left England, while he .behaved towards 
ihim with all the kindnefs and cordiality of a 
brother; fupporting his charge by producing 
papers under his own hand; to which Mr. 
J)oughty added a full and free confeflkm. Af- 
<cr tms, the captain, or, as he was then called,' 
the general, quitted .the place, telling the af» 
Jembly he expecled that they fhould pafs a vert 
did upon him,; for he would be no judge iq 
Zn$ own caufe. 

Camden foys be was tried by a jury. Tb* 
accounts affirm, that the whole forty perfons 
of which the court confided, .adjudged him to 
■death, and gave this in writing under their 
Stands and ieals, kaviwg the time smd in an net 
of it to the general. Upon this, captain 
Drake, having maturely weighed the wbolf 
affair, gave Mr. Doughty his choke of thre* 
things. Firft, to be executed on the ifJacd 
*here they were; fecondly, to be fet afhore pa 
•the main land ; or, laftly, to be lent home to 
abide the juftice of his country. After defir'ng 
till next day to confider of ihefe, he declared, 
tbat he made the firft his choice ; and, having 
received the facrament with the general from, 
the hands of Mr. Francis Fletcher, chaplain 
ie fleet, and made a full confellion, hi* 
1 was fevered from his body with an axe by 
i provoft-marJhal* on the fecond of July* 

l,j Thfc 
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This tfland bad been the fcene of another 
affair exaclly of the fame kind, fifty eight 
years before, when Magellan caufed John dc 
Carchagena, who was joined in commiflton 
with him by the king of Spain, to be hanged 
for the tike offence; ami from hence it was 
called the ifland of true juftice. 

But to return to an account of captain 
Drake's voyage ; on the twentieth of Auguft, 
1579, he entered the Streigbts of Magellan * 
on the twenty- fifth he pafied them/ having 
then with him only his own (hip, which, in 
the South Seas, he new named the Hind : on 
the 25th of November he came to Macao, 
in 33 . laf. where he had appo nted a rendez- 
vous in cafe his (hips were parted ; but captain 
Winter having repaired the (freights, returned 
to England. From Macao, Drake continued 
his voyage along the coafts of Chili and Peru, 
taking all opportunities of feizing Spanifh 
(hips, or of landing and attacking them on 
(hore, till tbey were fated with plunder ; and 
then coafting North- America, to the height of 
48°, he endeavoured to find a paflage back 
into the Atlantic Ocean on that fide,. — A con- 
vincing evidence of his confummate (kill and 
undaunted courage : for, ifeverfuch a paflage 
be found to the northward, this, in all proba- 
bility, will be the method. 

Here, being difappointed of what he fought* 
he landed, and called the country New Al- 
bion i taking pofiefion of.dt in the name, and 

fen- 
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fbx the ufe, of queen Elizabeth ; and, after 
careening his (hip, fet fail from thence, on the 
twenty -ninth of Septemher, for the Molucca 
iilands. He chofe this paiTage round rather than 
to return by the Streights of Magellan ; partly 
from the danger of being attacked by the Spa- 
niards, and partly from the latenefs of the fea- 
ion, when dreadful ftorms and hurricanes were 
to be apprehended. Perhaps too, he gave out 
amoRg his (eamen, that ' he was deterred by * 
the confident, though felfe, reports cf the 
Spaniards, that the Streights could not be re~ 
pafled ; for it. had actually been done by cap- . 
tain John Winter, though Drake and his com- 
pany could know nothing of it then. 

But that captain Drake could net apprehend 
any impoflibility in the thing itfclf appeals 
from hence, that* in this very voyage he h.id 
wot only pafled them, but had alfo been driven 
back again, not through the (freights indeed, 
but . in the open' fea ; of which Sir Richard 
Hawkins gives the following account from the 
captain's own mouth: " In all the (freights it 
'ebbeth and doweth more or lefs. If a man 
be furaifhed with wood and water, and the 
'wind good, he may keep the main fea, and 
go round about the (freights to the fouthward ; 
and this is the (liorter way. For, befides the 
experience which we made, that all the fouth 
part of the (freights is but illands, many times 
having the fea open, I remember that Sir 
Francis Drake told me, that, having (hot the 

I 4 (freights, 
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(freights, a florin took him, fifft, at norfth- 
weft, and afterwards veered about to the 
loath- weft ; which continued with him man/ 
days with foch extremity that he conld not 
open any far] ; and, that at the end of the 
Hdrm he found himfelf in fifty degrees ; 
which was fuflfcient proof that She was beaten 
round about the {freights; for the leaft height 
of the freights » in 52 and 50', in which 
(rand the two entrances, or mouths. And, 
moreover, he faid, that, (landing about when 
the wind changed, he was not well able to 
double the fouthernmoft ifland, and (b anchored 
under the lee of it ; and going afhore carried 
a compafs with him; and teekirjg out the 
'fouthernmoft part of the ifland, caft himfelf' 
down upon the utteraioft point, groveling, and 
fo reached out his body over it. Soon after, 
he embarked ; where he'acquainted his people 
that he had been upon the fouthtfrnmoft known 
land in the world ; and further to the fouth> 
ward upon it than any man yet known." 

On the 13th ofOclober, Drake fell in with, 
certain iflands inhabited by themoft barbarous 
people he had met with in ail his voyage.* On 
the fourth of November he had fight of the 
Moluccas ; and, coming to the ifland of Ter- 
nate, was etftremely well received by the king 
of that ifland, who feems to have been a wife 
and polite prince. On the tenth of Decern- 
ber he made Celebes j where, his (hip running 
on a rock, on the ninth of January they got 

•off 
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«lf and continued their courfe.. On the fif- 
teenth of March, ic$q». he arrived at Java* 
Major, thence intending to haue proceeded to. 
Malacca^ he found himfelf obliged to think of 
.Returning home immediately. On the twenty- 
ifih he put thisdefign in execution; and, oii 
the fifteenth of jane, doubling the Cape, he* 
•had on board his fhip fi/ty-feven men, and but 
three cafks of water. Qn the twelfth of July 
he crofted the Line ; reached the coal): of Gui-t 
ney on the fifteenth, and there took in wa-* 
ter. On the eleventh of September, he made 
.the ifland of Tercera; and, on the third of 
November following v entered the harbour of 

Plymouth* 

In this voyage he completely furrounded the 
globe, which no commander in. chief had done 
before him* 

Drake's foccefc in this voyage, and the im- 
Qienfe treafore he brought home with him,, 
became the general topic of con verfation, fome 
highly commending, and others as loudly cen- 
tring him. In this uncertainty matters- con-' 
ttnued during the remainder of this year*, 
1581, and the fpring of the next y when, at 
length, on the 1.4th of April*, her majefty gov 
ing to Deptford, went on board. Drake's (hip ; : 
where, after dinner, (Vie conferred the honour 
of knighthood on him, and declared her abfo*. 
lute approbation of all he had done. She 
aMb gave directions for the prefervation of his 
Aift x that it might cemaia a monument both of 
"* • is huiv 
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himfclf and his country. Bat time, that de- 
ftroys all things, having made great breaches 
in this veffel, which, for many years, had 
been viewed with admiration at Deptford, was 
at length broken up, and a chair made oat of 
the planks was prefented, by John Davies* 
efq. to the university of Oxford, where it is 
ftill preferved. 

In the year 1585, he again failed to the 
Weft- Indies. In this expedition he took the 
cities of St. Jago, St. Dominico, Carthagena, 
and St. Auguftine; by which ,he even exceeded 
the mofl fanguine hopes of his warmed friends.* 
Yet the profits of this voyage were but mode- 
rate, Sir Francis's defign being rather ta 
weaken the enemy than enrich himfelf. 

Two years afterwards he proceeded to Lif- 
bon with a fleet of thirty fail ; and, receiving 
intelligence of a considerable fleet affembled in 
the bay of Cadiz, intended to make part 
of the Spaniftu armada, he bravely entered 
that port, and burnt upwards of ten thoufand 
tons of Slipping ; then, having advice of & 
large Caracca (hip excelled at the iiland of 
Tercera from the Eaft-Indies, he failed thither; 
and/* though his men were in great want of 
provisions, oe prevailed on them to go through, 
thofe hardfhips for a few days ; in which time 
the Eaft- India (hip arriving, he took and car- 
ried her home in triumph : fo that, during all 
the war, no expedition was fo happily con- 
duced as this, either with regard to xeputa- 

tioa 
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lion or profit : and therefore it is the Ids fur- 
prifing, that, upon his return, he was ibme- 
tbing elated with the. high applaufe here- 
ceived. In this he was, however, the more 
excufable, as his pride always vented itfelf in 
the fervice of the public. 

It is here to be obferved, that, thougfuouc 
intrepid feaman in his voyage round the world 
had the queen's commiflion, yet he commanded 
none of her {hips ; but, in this expedition: of 
1587, Sir Francis was on board a man of war, 
and his vice-admiral,. Forbiftier, was' in ano- 
ther; betides which he had two. more of her 
majefty's mips, together with twenty-fix fail of 
feveral fizes fitted out by the merchants of 
London. 

In the year 15889 Sir Francis undertook to 
' convey water to the town of Plymouth, for 
want of which, till then, it was greatly diftref- 
fed ; and performed it by bringing thither a 
ftream from fprings at the diftance of eight 
miles, if the diftance be meafured in a ftrait 
line ; but in the manner by which he con* 
du&ed it, the courfe it runs is upwards of 
twenty miles. 

This year alfo he was appointed vice-admi- 
ral under lord Charles Howard of Effingham, 
high- admiral of England : here he was as for- 
tunate as ever, for he took a prise of a very 
i ar g e galleon, commanded by don Pedro de 
VaTdez, who yielded without finking a blow 
at the bate mention of his name. This, don, 
• ' Pedro 
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Pedro remained above two years SirFmndt 
Drake's prifoner in England* aad+rnhfixi he* 
was reiealbd, paid him' for his own liberty* a*4i 
.that of his two captain*, * ranfbmi of ' threat 
iboufand Arc hundred pounds; 

From the veflfei taken above, £ 0*000 duetts. 

were diftributed among has failors and foU 

• diers ; which liberal (hare not a little rivetrf 

die aSeftion they had for their valiant oom-i 

mandcr. It mod, however, be owned, that* 

through an overfigh* of his, the admiral ran a 

■ great hazard of being taken by the* enemy ; 

\for Drake was appointed, the firft night of the 

-engagement, to carry lights in his ihip for 
the direction of theEnglrfi fleet ; bat, being 
in parfuit of Come hulks belonging to the 
Hans towns, negle&ed it ; which occafioned 

'the admiral**. following the Stoanifh lights, an<| 
in the morning found him&lf iq thecentne of the 
enemy's fleet. But his fiicceedbg services &£* 
ficiently attoned for Hi* overfight, the greatest 
execution done on the tying Spaniards being 
performed by his -{jjoadron. 

Next year, 1589, Sir Francis Drake waa 
appointed admiral of the fleet fen* to reftor* 

*don Antonio, king of Portugal, and the com - 

-ciand of the land-forces given to Sir Job* 
Norris. fiat the fleet was fcarce at fea before 

(the commanders differed;; <the -^occasion of 

vwhtch was this : 'the general was easneft for 
landing at the Groyne ; whereas the admiral 

and tea*officers were for AUing duectly t* 

^JiboajL 
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Z*ifl>on ; in which, had their advice been 
*aken, doubtleft their enterprize had fuc- 
ceeded, and don Antonio been reftored 5 for 
the enemy made inch good ufe of the time iA 
fortifying Lifbon, that no irnpreflioa could be 
made. Sir John, indeed, marched by land 
to Lilhon, and Sir Francis promifed to fall 
*p the river with his whole" fleet; but, up*. 
xm perceiving the cemfequences, he chofe ra- 
ther to break his word than hazard the tjueen 1 * 
wavy; for which he was higMy reproached by 
Norrisy and the mifcarriagi of the, whole af r 
' tfair imputed to" the failure- in his pfodiife. 
Yet Sir Francis fully ju^ned^ himfelf on hit 
return; for he fnewed the queen and council 
*hat whatever was done there or elfewhere> 
tforUhe credit of the nation, was 1 performed 
<fol«#y by the fleer; and by hi« orders- ; 11 
Hronfequence of whichy a large fleet, laden 
with naval ftores from the Hans towns, wai 
fcakeny with a great qaantity xjf ammunition 
tend artillery oh board : that his filing up th* 
river of i-iibou would 1 have fignifiefl nothing to 
(the taking the caftfc, which was two miles off; 
and, that, without reducing it, there was no 
taking the city. * Me further {hewed, thati 
had it notbeerffor the fleet, the arm/ muft 
4iave been flawed'; and, that, if they <ta4 
flayed any longer, neither fleet nor army could 
*ave returned home; and, that, when ht 
bund that he could not prevail on feme men 
o manage their own aJtairs right, he con* 

tente4 
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of the Spanifh fuccours being landed there, 
they had proceeded dire&ly to the Ifthmus* 
in order to have executed their defigns again ft 
Panama, before their forces had been weakened 
by that defperate attack, they might poffibiy 
lave accomplished their firft intention; bat 
.-grafping at too many- things fpoiled all. A 
•very ftrong fenfe of this threw Sir Francie 
Drake into a deep melancholy, which occa- 
sioned a bloody flux, the natural difeafe of the 
country, that brought him to his end. His bo- 
*dy, according to the cnftom of the fea, wm 
funk very near the place where he firft laid the 
foundation of his fame and fortune. Such was 
the end of this great mas, havng, according to 
3bme, Hved fifty-five years, and according to 
others only fifty-one. His death was general • 
ly lamented by the whole; nation, but more 
♦especially by thofe of his. native place, whq had 
great reafons to love him from the clrcam-> 
JranGes. of his private life, as well. as to efteeot 
Jim in his public charter. He ha4 been 
elected burgefs for the tow>n of Boffiney in. 
■Cornwall, in' the parliament held (he twenty* 
(eventh of queen Elizabeth, and afterwards 
for Plymouth in Devonshire, in the thirty* 
'fifth of the fame reign. Having hkberto fpokeo 
of his public a&tons, we (hall now fay 4bme<* 
thing of his perfon and character. 

He was low of feature, but well (eU had a 
broad open cheft, his eyes large and clear, of 
ft fair complexion, with a frefh chearful and 
cfngaging countenances as navigation had 

been 
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teen his whole ftudy, he Was aperfecl matter 
in evciy branch of it, eipeciafly aftronomy, 
and the application of it 5 to the nautical art* 
His voyage round the world is an incon ten- 
able proof of his courage, capacity, patience* 
and public ipirit; fince he performed every 
thing that could be expected from a man* 
who preferred the honour and profit of his 
country to his own private advantage : and ie 
is apparent, that if Sir Francis Drake amafled 
a large foetune by continually expofing him- 
self to labours and perils, which hardly any 
other man would have undergone, for the fake- 
even of the grcateft expectations* he was far 
from being governed by a narrow and private 
{pirit: oil the contrary, his; notions were free 
and noble ? and the nation ftands indebted ta 
kirn for many advantages which (he at prefent 
enjoys, in arms, navigation, and commerce. 

It was the felicity of our admiral to live in, 
the time of a princeG, who always took care 
to diftinguifli merit. Sir Francis therefore 
was always her favourite ; .and when his conn* 
tryman Sir Bernard Drake, alfo a feaman, 
whole arms §ir Francis had a/fumed, was io 
incenfed as to give him a box on the ear & the 
queen, was pleafed to honour him with a new 
coat, viz. fable,, a feft wavy between two 
pole-ffers, argent; and for his creft, a ftip on 
i globe under a ruff, held by a cable with a 
band out of the clouds, and over it this motto, 
dxilio DiviKO ; underneath, sic parvus 
iAGKA j in the rigging is hung up by the 

heek 
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heels a wivern gules, which was the coat of 
Sir Bernard. Her majefty's kindnefs however 
did not reach beyond the grave, for (he differed 
his. brother Thomas Drake to be profecuted 
for a pretended debt to the crown, which 
much diminished the - advantages he other- 
wife would have received from his brother's 
fortune. This brother of his had accompanied 
him in his laft expedition, as his brothers 
John and Jofeph had done in his firft voyages 
to the Weil-Indies, where they both died. 
The land cftate, purchafed by Sir Francis, was 
very confiderable (for though on proper occa- 
fions he was extremely generous, yet he was 
alio a good ceconomift) devolved to his ne- 
phew Francis Drake, fon to his brother, the 
aforefaid Thomas, who, in the fucceeding 
feign, was created' a baronet. In the pof- 
feufon of the lineal defcendant of his family, 
viz. Sir Francis Henry Drake, baronet, is a 
bible to be feen, with an-infeription indented on 
the edges, iignifyirig, that it made the tour of 
the world with Sir Francis Drake, asalfomany 
other relicks preferved in the cabinets of the 
curious in memory of this famous per fon, as 
a ftaff made out of his fhip, before it was broke 
up in that of Mr. Thoresby of Leeds. And 
to this day is preferved in Berkley caftle, the 
bed and curtains, of green fluff, on which he 
lay during his whole voyage. ) 
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WHJiRSAS Our tmfty and well-beloved 
£)WM1 Billy, of our city of Lon- 
don , Bookieltor,' hath, by his petition, humbly 
MMfciwed imwo «b, that he hath undertaken to 
princ and publifh a. Work called Tbt &rit>fi> 
Ulutmb, .«r 'ffiograpMledt Etlettainb- ; -being 
a Wjcfti ool]*&on of rtie lives at 1 large of the 
raoft eminent hum/ native i of- Great- Britain 
und Ireland, frosi tb* reign of king Henry the 
fcighth, to that of Our fete Royal Grandfather, 
both inckrftve : in the profccuuon of which he 
■bath been at gitfat -Booble and exbence in pro- 
«*irtgf aeoefsw antitSrt' records,' memoirs, pa- 
.frers, and ortiet-asihemic irtte&ige«e : U well 
■ai engaging leverage Ml etaen of lefernirt* and 
-ahilioW, w cotapile from thOfe-rrtaieiiala, it) 
fuch a Mile and method, as to render thai work 
more aaiuflng atfd. nnwerfsUy aftlul, -towsny 
thing of the kipd that has hitherto made its 
ppearance. And, being dafiraws of gaping 
ic. fruits of, hjs.faid labour .ajidexpence, and 
-njbyirig the full j>rc#tand ; benefit that may 
iiftTfafca, veiding; tie* above-mentioned valu- 
able 



:T 



able.wDfk^witijJutJany (^Sr.periohYpter- 
feriftg in hi* jaft property-: lie n}th therefore 
moftittmbjy prayed Usl to grant hini Our Jloyal 
JHSeence, fornhefole printing, pohliftun^, lafcd 
• vqriding, the faid work. We do therefore, by 
thefe Prefents, fo far a* may Ife agreeabWto 
the flatute in that cafe made and, provided, 
grain unto him, thp.faiciEbwAR0DiLLy, : his 
executor*, adminiftrators^ ^nd^affigna,* Our 
Royal Licence, for the (ble printing, publifh- 
ng, and vending, the faid work, far tfft term 
of fbu#er$n years ;r iWSlyfotlliddlfig aJ^Ojfr 
iubje6h?, within. Our kingdoms and dominions, 
to reprint, abridge* or publish the feme* either 
in the . J&e* .or any other yojume, jOr volumes, 
.wba^dpeyser-; onto inipojot,iuy, tend; utter, or 
d*ftributft» any.copie^he^eof reprinted beyond 
the feas, during the' a/4re(ajd term' of fourteen 
years, without the content; and approbation of 
the faid gow a*d DttLY^his heirs, executors* 
and aifign*, under their J) and $ and feals firft 
had. and obtained, as the/witl-anfwe? the con- 
xjajpr at their peril, . Wherefore th* <eommif- 
fioners, and; ojheft oftcer* of. the cu/lorn*, ; the 
imaifer, warier, and comoany of , ilauqnerf> 
ar^ to, tak$ notice, tha* due obedience may be 
rendered to Our . will and fileafiire herein 4e- 
jltar.ecjff . :. •. . *** )..\ ■ ••- * 'i* < . 

< Gftfeff 4# Ofrr Oi/rf iff $/. Jat&s's, fhifidtb 
... l . 23^ a/c January) 1 7 62 , /» t&efecond Tear 

, • , ....:.-.:. -.. -♦.■■»-.» 9-&JM60 J* ' 



Biographical Entertainer . 

c $ri/ig-n ^Select Collection af —, 
— The Live s at large ^ 

<>f the moft Eminent Men, 

Natives diGreat 'Britain and Ireland", 

Fi.mii rh.- Reign ot'HENHr Vfll.to Geor«e U . 

Both inch Jive: 

^- H'het&trtti/httqtiifbtdaf -i=> 

Srat-lbenl Warriors . \ Poeis. 



ntlriots,....! Divines ...I Philoliphe 

tstdemedwiti Copper Plates ■] 



prfntrii fcv the ^ ijNf^^O ^wtfa oauty- . 
ForEDWAim"l>imr,in the Poultry; 



«► 



I 






♦* 



* u 



H 






<r=£s>fff f'-Alu/'Ce* 



'-&*< 



■■^^■^^^■^ 



ft 



Contents 

OF THE 4', 



* FOURTH VOLUME. ,ir 

V > 

Page 
* W illiam Cecil, .... i 

'Francis Walfibgham, - - • 42 

I" ^Robfcrt Devereux, - - • - 49 

John Knox, - - - - - * 92 

4$Edmund Spencer, ------ 113 

Sir John Perrot, ----- 137 



.-4 

1 



% 



c^ 



p 



' ; i 



T - 



i2v 




I 



5 : 



r - «• - 



• '! 



*■ A .*. 



*.'—-* 



r* 



V 



i. v - - - - 



^ J m \ :.k;: < 






< {• 












T I 7 



" > V 



C * 



» r 



& 



t 
t. i 






1 






THE 



BRITISH PLUTARCH. 



AAA.*. A.«u AA -^.-^--*- tAiil A lint it.' A A A A itA JtAit AA 



The LIFE of 



WILLIAM CECIL. 

Extracted from an Ancient Manufcript. 




ILLIAM, lord of Burleigh, was 
born at Bourn, in the county of 
Lincoln, on the thirteenth day of 
September, 1521. His father, 
Richard Cecil, of Burleigh, in the 
-county of Northampton, efquire, being prin- 
cipal officer of the robes in the time of Henry 
VIII. and in grea"t favour with the king. His 
mother's name was jane Heckington, daugH- 
te* and jieirefs of William Heckington, of 
Boom, in. the* county of Lincoln ; by who in 
v Vol. IV. B came 
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Came the inheritance of the lordfiiipof Btif- 
leigh, and other lands, to the value of two 
.hundred pounds yearly. 

His lordfhip being in his infancy of a preg- 
nant wit, and apt to learn, was brought up 
at fchool at Grantham and Stamford ; and, at 
the age of fourteen years, he went to Cam- 
bridge, where he was ftudent in St. John's 
College, being fb diiigenc that be hired the 
bell-ringer to call bim up at four o'clock 
every morning ; till, by watching and conti- 
nual fitting, there fell* abundance of humoxxfs 
into his legs, then very hardly cured, which 
was thought one of the original caufes of his 
gout ; and one Medcalf, at that time mailer 
of the houfe, feeing his diligence, would often 
give him money to encourage him. lie was 
fo {tedious, and fo early capable, that he was 
reader of the fbphiftry lecture when but fixteen 
years old ; and afterwards he read the Greek 
lecture, as a gentleman, for his exercife and 
pleafure, without penfion, before he was 
nineteen years old ; which be performed ib 
learnedly, as was beyond expectation of a 
ftudent of his (landing, or years and birth. 

When he had proceeded mailer of arts, and 
continued at the univerfity about fix years, and 
his friends thought his learning there fufficient, 
he left the univerfity ;* and, being nineteen 
years old, went to the inns of court, and was 
ftudent in GrayVinn, where he profited as be* 
fore at Cambridge. But, as his years and 
company required, he. would many times be 

merry 
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merry among young gentlemen , who were 
moft defirous of his company for his witty 
mirth and temper. 

Among the reft he ufed to tell this (lory of 
himfelf, That a mad companion enticed him 
to play ; where, in a (hort time, he loft all 
his money, bedding, and books, having ne- 
ver been ufed to game before ; but, being 
amongft his other company, he told them how 
fuch a one had milled him, faying, he would 
presently have a device to be even with him ; 
to, with a long trunk, he made a hole in the- 
wall near his playfellow's bed-head, and, in 
a fearful voice, fpoke thus through the trunk : 
4 * Oh mortal man repent, repent of thy horrid 
ble fin, play, cofenage, and fuch lewdnefs, 
or elfe thou art damned, and can ft not be 
faved :" which, at midnight, all alone, fo 
amazed the young man as to drive him into 
a fweat for fear. 

Moil penitent and,heavy, the next day, in the 
prefence of the youths, he told with trembling 
what a fearful voice fpake to him at midnight, 
vowing nevef to play again ; and calling for 
Mr. Cecil, he aflced him forgivenefs on his 
knees, and reftored all his money, bedding, 
and books. So two gameflers were both re- 
claimed with this merry device, and never 
played more. 

About the latter time of king Henry VIII. 
Mr. Cecil coming frqm Gray's Inn to the court 
to fee his father, it was* his chance to be in 
the pre fence- chamber, where he met two 

B 2 ppefU, 
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|>rie(ls, chaplains to G Neale, who was the* 
in court ; and talking long with them in La- 
tin, he fell into difputation with the priefts* 
wherein he fhewed fo great learning and wit, 
as he proved the poor prieiU to have neither \ 
who were fo cad down that they had not a 
word to fay, bat flung away in chafe, no. left 
•difcontented than afhamed to be foiled in fuck 
-a place by a lad. It was told the king, that 
young Mr. Cecil had confuted both O Ned's 
chaplains. The king called for him, 'and, 
.after long talk with him, being much delighted 
with his anfwers, the king willed his rather 
to find out a fuit for him : whereupon he be- 
came fuitor for a reverfion of the Cuflos Bre* 
vium Office in the Common Pleas ; which the 
king willingly granted. 

After he had fpent fome time at the law, on 
the eighth of Auguft, in the 33d year of 
Henry VIII. he took to wife*Mary Cheeke* 
filler to Sir John Cheeke, knight, who lived 
with him not a year and a quarter; by whom 
he had his firft (on Thomas. Afterwards, on 
the twenty- fir il of December, five years follow* 
irrg, being twenty-four years old, he married 
JVlildred Cooke, one of the daughters of Sir 
Anthony Cooke, knight, a wife and virtuous 
lady, who lived with him many years after he 
came to be treafurer of England. She was 
excellently learned in the Greek, Co that fhc 
fcauflated a piece of Chryfoftom into Englilh. 
He had by her, Anne, Robert, and Elizabeth ; 
and Frances Cecil, a daughter, and William* 
and William, who all three died young. 

In 
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In the firft year of king Edward VI. the 
Juke of Somerfet, then lord-prote&or, hear- 
ing of Mr. Cecil, fent for him to be mafter of 
his requefb ; and the fame year he went with-' 
the dulce to Ntufelborough-field, where he was 
Hke to have been (lain, but was miraculoufly 
(aired by one that) patting forth his arm to 
thru ft Mr. Cecil out of the level of the canon,, 
had it ftriken off. In the fecond year of king 
Edward VI. he was committed to the Tower 
about the duke of SomeWet-'s fa& calling irr 
queliion ; where he remained a quarter of a 
year, and was delivered. 

The duke of Somerfet perceiving the king'* 
great liking of Mr. Cecil, about the third. 
year of the king's reign, preferred him to be 
fecretary of date, and a counfellor to the king, 
being but twenty -Ijve years old ; and, in the 
fifth year of Edward VI. he was made knight: 
a rare thing fo/. fo young a man to be called t(v 
fuch places of honour and eftimation, wherein- 
he continued till the king's death. 

The two dukes of Northumberland and So- 
merfet ftrove to win him, tempting him with 
great offers. He (hewed duty to both, hue 
would take gifts of neither; but, after the 
king died, he was difgraced by the duke of 
Northumberland for difliking the purpofe- 
touching the lady Jane ; yet he carried the 
matter fa temperately as he kept his conscience 
free, his truth to the crown, and himfelf froin- 
danger. 

B, i When; 
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When queen Mary came in, (he granted Sir 
William Cecil a general pardon ; and, in 
choofiog her counsellors, laid, if he would 
change his religion, hcJhould be her fecretary 
and councilor : to which purpofe fome wife 
men were underhand fet to allure and difcover 
his difpofition ; but, like himfelf, he wifely 
and chriftianly aofwered, he was taught ana 
bound to ferve God firft, and next the queen ; 
that (he had been h» fo gracious lady as he 
would ever ferve and pray for her in his 
heart; and with his body and goods be as 
ready to ferve in her defence as any of her 
loyal fubje&s ; but hoped (he would pleafe to 
grant him leave to ufe his confcience to him* 
ielf, and ferve her at large as a private man 
rather than to be her greateft counfellor. Yet 
the queen dill ufed him very gracioufly, and 
forbore either to hear his enemies, who were 
many, or to difgrace himfelf; for, in the fe- 
cond year of her reign, he was fent to Bruf- 
fels, with the lord Paget, to bring in cardinal 
Pole. 

In the parliament time there was a matter in 
queftion for fomething the queen would have 
paffed ; wherein Sir Anthony Kingfton, Sir 
William Courtney, Sir John Pollard, and 
many others of value, efpectally weflern men, 
were oppofite, Sir William Cecil being their 
fpeaker, having that day told a good tale 
for them. When the houfe rofe, they came 
to him and faid they would dine with him 
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that day. He anfwered they mould be wel- 
come, £0 they did not fpeak of any matters of 
parliament ; which they promifed ; yet fome 
began to break promife, for which he chal- 
lenged them. 

This meeting and fpeech.was known to the 
counfel, and all the knights and gentlemen 
were fent for and committed. Sir William 
Cecil was alfo fent for; but be defired they 
would not do by him as by the reft, which he 
thought fomewhat hard ; that was, to com- 
mit them firft and to hear then* after ; but 
prayed them firft to hear him, and then to com- 
mit him if he were guilty. «■ You've fpoken 
like a man of experience," quoth my lord 
Paget; and, upon hearing the circumiianceii, 
he cleared himfelf, and fo efcaped imprifon- 
ment and difgrace. 

When queen Elizabeth began her reign* 
Sir William Cecil, for his truth and tried fer-* 
vice to her, was worthily called and honour- 
ably advanced by her majefty to be her fecre- 
tary and counfellor ; and was firft fworn of 
any counfellor fhe had, at Ha'field, where flic 
lay at her firft coming to her crown. 

At the firft parliament holden in the l)egin~ 
ing of the queen's reign, great difficulties arofe 
in reforming and altering religion, and for the 
better fatisfa&ion of the flate of parliament, 
by his lord(hip f s advice, there was a conference 
iad in Weftminfter church, by the old and 
*£w bifhops and other learned men, upon 

8 4. fcxae 
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ttat they never thought themfelves fatisfied 
nor their fuits well ended, that either had not 
their eaufe brought to his hearing, or his letter 
in their behalf, which drew upon him multi- 
tpdes of fuits. For, befides all bufinefs in. 
"Council, or other weighty caufes. and fach as 
were aniwered by word of moutn, there was 
not a day in a term wherein he received Rot 
threefcore, fourfcbre, and an hundred peti- 
tions, which he commonly read that night, 
and gave every man, an anfwer himfelf the 
next morning, as ne went to the hall ; wherein 
on* thing was obferved of his excellent me- 
mory, that reading thofe bills over-nighty 
there was not one petitioner came to him the 
next morning, bat fo foon as he heard their 
names, be remembered their matter, and gave 
them blsanfwer. He would alfo anfwer the 
pooreft perfon by word of mouth, appointing 
times and places of purpose fo long as he was 
able; and After he grew weak and could not 
go abroad, he devifed a new way, taking or- 
der, that poor furtors mould fend in their pe- 
titions iealed up, whereby the pooreft man's 
biff came to him ' as foon as the richeft : upon 
every petition lie caufed his anfwer to be writ- 
ten on the back, and fubferibed it witk bis 
own name, or elfe they had his letter or other 
anfwer, as the caufe required : by which cha- 
ritable and honourable device there was none, 
r 'fbranfwcf, but were Speedily difpatched. 

ms held he on' his cpurfe like himfelf,' 
;d for by the po6r, honoured by the rich* 
& 6 feared 
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frarcd by the bad, and loved by the good ; to 
hh prince and country loyal, and to the fab- 
jcrts mod pleating, wondering at his great 
wiidom and gravity, and praiiing his juftice 
and integrity ; mo A men honouring him with 
the title of father of the commonwealth ; and 
his diligent and fludious courfe of life was 
fuch as caafed all his friends to pity him, and 
his very fervants to admire him; he was never 
feen half an hour idle for twenty-four years 
together ; for if there were caufe of bufinefc 
he was occupied till that were done ; if he 
had no buiinefs, he was reading or collecting j 
if he rode abroad he had fuitors 1 when 
he came in he difpatched them; when 
he went to bed and flept not, he was 
either meditating or reading ; and he ufed to 
fay, he did penetrate farther into the depth of 
caufes, and found out more refolutions in his 
bed than when he was up ; he left fcarce time 
for fleep or meals, or leifure to go to bed ; 
yet fo long as his bufinefs went forward, and 
his prince and country pleafed, he thought 
his pains a pleafure, and all he could do too. 
little; fo great was his care, and love to his 
prince and country. . 

The parliament, fiar-chamber, and other, 
public places, there was not a fitting* but left, 
fome note of his wifdom, gravity, and juilice ; 
all which his fpeeches and deeds fo cxpreiTed, 
that when all men had fpoken to the purpofe, 
as was thought, moll excellently, or in cafes of 
difficulty moll doubtfully, yet when he came. 

to* 
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to {peak* he fo far exceeded, as bis gravity* 
wifdom, and eloquence fo weighed and reach- 
ed to the depth, fo far above the reach of the 
spft, as was no lefs admired than allowed of the 
Bearers ; all things perfectly concluded and 
all doubts exactly .cleared ; and yet which was 
observed a ftrairge thing in him, that for all his 
long and public {beeches, he was never feed to 
ftady a quarter 01 an hour, oistQ' take notes, 
or tome books fqr any of his fpeecbes ; his 
lone experience and practice made, hint need 
so helps* And it was noted, that wherefoever 
he fat in place of juftice, there wanted not 
numbers that came only to hear him fpeak ? 
- which drew unto him fo great estimation, as; 
all men, even his very enemies, thought him.ta 
be the wifeft and graveft counsellor of his age, 
the befl fort extolling his wcrthinefs, the reft 
fearing his juftice, and greatneis. The qoeen> 
never refolved any caufe of eftate without his- 
counfel, nor feldom pafled any private, fait 
from herfelf, that was not firft referred to his. 
consideration, and had his approbation before 4 
it paftv . ' \ 

As his eftisiation.was worthily .great in hi* 
own country, fo he was greatly famous in all 
nations in Cbriftendom, and other remote 
parts of the world. As on a time a great marr 
of France, being in England, wrote a letter to 
the French king, faying, he was the wifeft 
and graveft coonfejlor of Chriftendom, chat 
in the court he Vvas accounted Pater Patriae, 
and among the common people, quail Rex; 
' : for 
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for his knowledge in treaties was fuck, that' 
when anyambafiador came to treat with him, 
lie would fo far exceed the reach of their wi£- 
£oms, as they rather reverenced him, than 
flood in opposition to him in any argument. 
There was no form or manner of treaties that 
be had not <feen and had ready in his head ; 
neitfccr was there ever *»y went beyond him 
in any point of treaty. Vet was he ever 
snore ready to prevent, than our enemies to' 
attempt ; and: more provident to" fecure us*- 
than they were to offend us; infoinaek as 
there was no enemy of England that feared 
not the Twafurer, wiflied his death, and prac- 
tifcd to ^nrchaie it. There was no prince or 

CntatcootfrUnds, that did hot reverence- 
, fend to htm, and feem to hold his friend*' 
ftip in estimation. There ! were many demon* 
fratkms of the reputation ma/ty princes had of 
him; as when Mr. William Cecil, traveling in 
Italy, was brought before cardinal Farnefe, 
a roan of great authority, who finding Mr. 
Cecil to be thegrandfcn of the high treasurer 
of England, he lodged him in his houfe, ap~ 

Cinted divers' genttenfen to attend him, and 
i horfes to be at hit command mtnt; fpeakt 
ing mod reverently of Ms- -grandfather, and 
never left enquiring of the manner of his life; 
faftion. ftature, fpeech, recreations, and fuck 
like ; delighting to hear it, «nd talk of him* 
and at his departing gave him presents and 
money in his purfe. T%e like oid the duke 
of JFiorenoe to Mr. . Bdwafrd Cecil, _a yctenger 

brother, 



WILLIAM -CECf U i$ k 

brother, and, which was an extraordinary fa- 
vour, the duke gave him leave to ride his own 
horfe ; and at his departure gave him gifts of 
price. 

By his place and greatnefs he had daily in*, 
t tellipence from, many countries; and befides 
foreign letters he received not fo few as twen*- 
ty or thirty ether letters in a day, whereby he 
had fometijses good news and ftanetimes bad ; 
if it were good he would temperately fpeak. 
of it, if ill he kept it to him&if* He was ne» 
vtr moved with pa&on in either, neither joy- 
61 at the beft, nor dawned at the worij 
and it was noted i* him, that though his' bo* 
*}y was weak, his courage never fg»lfd« as in. 

timea of the grea&ft danger he ever fpoko. 
mefl ehearfnUy, . and e*ec«ted things m>& 
ueadily. when ethers feej&ed dpubtfitl; and* 
when fome talked fearfully of the greatmeft of 
=0ur enemies, he woeld ev«r anfwer, they 
<hall do no more than God will fuller them ; 
which argued his whole -craft in God, and a 
courage in himfelf. 

In caufes depending before him in. juftice,. 
be regarded neither friend or enemy ; hut i£ 
be leaned any way, it was rather to the foe, 
lead he (hould be tayed of partiality ; and ho 
-would very ftarply reprehend his friends, rela- 
tions, and iervants, for bringing fuits before 
Urn, when they were not upon good grounds, 
and would force them rather to compound 
than fee* In cafes of juftice, none could ever 
do him greater defpight than to offer him any 

thing : he was known to *e£ufe ateck, and 

many 
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many pieces of plate at New-years-tide ; amp 
to offer him money was to offend him To asr 
they fared the wosie» ever, faying* I will take- 
nothing of you, having a caufe depending be- 
fore me. 

' His careful courfe in the court Of wards : 
was moil commendable, for he was always 
careful both of her majefty's profit and prero- 
gative, and to maintain the privileges and au- 
thority of the court. Finding the revenue of 
the court to abate, he began to look into the 
caufe, writing letters to all the fbedaries of 
England, to took better to the queen's fervice, 
for the i ncreaiing of h er revenue. A nd though 
no matter of the wards ever rated male wards 
above One year's value, and females at two 
year's value, according to their lands found by 
office i his lordfhip increased males to a year and 
an half, and railed much tfye rates of females* 
And whereas other- maftersof the wards, before 
his lordfhip demifed ward lands at the value 
found by office, and rated the fame at one year's 
value, his lordfhip would fuffer noleafe to pafs be- 
fore the lands were furveyed by the foe darks, 
and rated the fines at a year and a balfy ac- 
cording to the improved values : though he 
might have raifed things to a higher' rate if 
he had not refpe&ed her majefty's honour, 
and regarded the eafe of the fubject. 

His lordfhip hated fraudulent conveyances 
to defeat the queen of wardfhip, and where he 
fbimd the fault, he did fharply puniQv it. 
He would alfo feverely punifh contemners of 
the queen's procefs, commonly ufing tjiefe* 

words* 
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words,.. Melior eft obedientia quam vi£ima^ 
He ever endeavoured to commit wards to* 
perfbns of found religion,, and preferred na- 
tural mothers before all others to the cuftody 
of their children, if they were not to be touch- 
ed v;ith any notable exception. He -would 
often remember caufes and orders paft twenty 
or thirty years before, better than the coun- 
fellors, clerks, and often- than the parties 
whom it concerned. At the arguing ©f any 
great caufes, he not only obferved and heard 
their arguments, but would alfo with great 
judgment plead ar.d argue himfelf, and when- 
he fet down orders, he would ever deliver 
the reafon of his order. His commandments 
were (kort, plain, and full, fo as a man of ve- 
ry mean capacity, might both underft and and 
effect them. He was fparing in commending 
any, and yet would praife fome, but lightly 5 
yet was the moft ready to cherifh the fufficient. 
He favoured not the granting of wards in the 
father's lifetine. He. would never fufier law- 
yers to wrangle, but ever hold, them to Irhe 
point; .which was a caufe of great reverence 
and order in the court. He would fine fhe-^ 
riffs deeply if they were found negligent, and 
would. never fpare any indebted to the queen.- 
Yet was it imagined he made infinite gain by 
fuch wards as he kept in his own hands ; but 
if it be narrowly fifted, it will appear, that in 
all the time he was matter of the wards, he 
referved to his own *ife but three, whereof he; 
had profit but of two j ' and. when he granted a 
i$ardihjip> 3*. ke did great numbers, he never* 

tOQfc 
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took benefit of above four in a year, which- 
was in this fort. If either the mother, or the 
friends, wrote to him that they would give two 
or three hundred pounds to have the prefer- 
ment of a wardihip, they had it without in- 
denting, bargaining, or examining the value, 
if it proved worth five times as much as they 
paid for it. At other times, perad'venture 
once or twice in a year, attobleman, lady, or 
gentleman that had a ward of him worth five 
hundred or a thoafand pounds, would fend 
him, fome eight pounds, fame an hundred 
angels, or a piece of plate at New-year's-day. 
And here is all the the profit that, one year 
with the other, he made of it, unlefs it were 
by a chance. The reft he gave freely to 
courtiers, to his friends, to his fervants, to the 
mothers, or the wards thcmfelves. It was 
found by the books of entries, that in two 
years and a half his lord flu p gave about two 
hundred wards, whereof a hundred and eighty 
fell to . courtiers ; though he was not bound to 

five any man a ward, without recom pence to 
imfelf j yet people much diminished his de* 
ferts. , . 

His iordfhiplcept two- houfes, one at Lon- 
don, the other at Theobalds, though he was 
at charge, both at Burleigh and the court. 
At London he kept ordinarily in houfhold, 
fourfcore peribns, beiides, his lord (hip and 
fach as attended him at the court, the charge 
amounting to thirty pounds a week, and the 
4km yearly to fifteen hundred and fixty pounds ; 
and in the* term times, or when his lord (hip 

lay 
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lay at London, his charge increafed ten or 
twelve pounds a week., At Theobalds he 
kept continually his houfhold lying at Lot!* 
don, twenty-fix or thirty perfons, the charge 
being weekly twelve pounds : and alfo reliev- 
ed there daily twenty or thirty poor people 
at the gate, and betides gave weekly in money 
by Mr. Neal, his lordfhip's chaplain, vicar of 
Cheflhunt, twenty (hillings to the poor there. 
The weekly charge in fetting poor on work, 
as wooders, labourers, &c. came to ten pounds, 
and fo his weekly charge at Theobalds, his 
houfhold being at London, was twenty- two 
pounds ; and the yearly fum eleven hun- 
dred and forty. four pounds; both furnmed 
together his yearly charge' was twenty *feven 
hundred and four pounds. When his lord- 
(hip was continually at the court, which you 
nay imagine much increafed at his lordftiip's 
coming home, for I have heard his officers 
affirm, that at his lord (hip's being at Theo- 
balds, it coil him faurfcore pounds in a week. 
The charge of his liable, not here mentioned, 
was yearly a thoufand marks at the leaft. Be- 
sides which certain charge he bought great* 
quantities of corn in times of dearth, to fur* 
aith markets about his own. houfes at under-* 
prices, to pull down the price to relieve the 
poor. He gave alio for releafing of priibners 
in many of his latter years forty pounds, and 
fifty in a term ; and for twenty years together 
ae gave yearly in beef, bread, and money, at 
Cfiriibnas, to the poor of Weftminfler, St. 

Martin's 
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home, f he wanted not enemies abroad» 
«"•» another «ime, a popifl* villain was, oy 
[°n»e feminaries, perfuaded to kill him ; and. 
J*;ng with hi m alone in-his chamber, ftaadwg 
behind him leaning upon his chair, had not 
a , e power to peiSrm his villainy, though, 
when he came in, he took hu dagger ready i» 

«» hand to do it. . r 

_ As he continued hi* care, (o he gr«* w ta- 

»w with bis prince and liking of the people. 

•"d having twelve year* ferved as fecretary. 

*• *«s by her majefty created baroa of f Bw> 

£ e *h, upon Shrove Sunday the twenty-fifth ©t 

February IC7 os and in June »S7*» * e J*£ 

»** Jc„ighr o f the gartet ; and the fifteen* 

rtWy ftjowiac, he was made l<f* *»?* 
*e«/urer «f EngUnd, upon the death of «* 
^ a«rq»Jb of Winchester. ■ • ' . 

We *'eV noir «o feme greattefs, cawywg « 
fPtttation and rule in the comnwaweaJW, 
► that it was «feo«ght nothing was done wtt*- 
"hJin 8 fo^oallv hearing, juftly ««**»& 

*• fit«irrf tolioger long before him, but 
reeiSnLl«a byVgment, or ordered by 
WnenT ofiacr onefingnlarconrfe inheai«i$ 
K f a-fe faand Aesn difficult, or m 
&l^i JSIfciA he would eve* mak* 
io«£ ^fSSUi«' and either by h« aa- 
<» ior »"***-_ amee therm fo that n* 
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tiat they never thought themfelves fads fied 
ror their fuits welt ended, that either had not 
their caufe brought to his hearing, or his letter 
in their behalf, which drew upon him multi- 
tudes of fnits. For, befides all bufinefs in 
council, or other weighty caufes. and ftich as 
were anfwered by word of moutn, there was 
not a day in a term wherein, he received not 
threefcore, fourfcbre, and an hundred peti- 
tions, which he commonly read that night,, 
and gave every man. an anfwer himfelf the 
next morning, as he went to the hall ; wherein 
-one thing was obferved of his excellent me- 
mory, that reading thofe jbills over-night, 
there was not one petitioner came to him the 
next morning, but To foon as he heard their 
names, be remembered their matter, and gave 
them bis anfwer. He would alfo anfwer the 
pooreft perfon by word of mouth, appointing 
tfmes and places of purpose fo long as he was 
able; and after he grew weak and could not 

§o abroad, he deviled a new way, taking or- 
er that poorfukors fhould fend in their pe- 
titions fealed tip, whereby the pooreft man's 
bill came to him v as foon as the richeft : upon 
every petition hecaufed his anfwer to be writ* 
ten on the back, and fubferibed it with his 
own name, or elfe they had his letter or other 
anfwer, as the caufe required : t>y which cha- 
ritable and honourable device there was none 
ftaid for anfwer, but were fpeedily difpatched. 

Thus held he on his courfe like himfelf,' 
grayed for by the po6r, honoured by the rich,' 

U 6 feared 
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charge, with rich {hears, pleafant devices, and 
all manner of fports, that could be devifed, to 
the great delight of her majefly, and her whole 
train, with great thanks from her, and as great 
commendation abroad. 

- He built three hoafes, one in London for 
neceflity, another at Burliegh of computency, 
for the maniion of his barony, and another at 
Waltham, for his younger (on y which at the 
£rft he meant but for a little pile ^ but after 
he came to entertain the queen fo often there, 
he was forced to inlarge it, rather -for *the 
queen and her great train, and to fet poor men' 
to work, than for pomp or glory ; for he ever 
laid, it would be too big for the fmall Jiving 
he could leave his fon. The other two are ' 
but convenient, and no bigger than will ferve 
for a nobleman* all of them perfected, con- 
venient, and to better purpofe for habitation, 
than many others built by great noblemen, 
being all beautiful, uniform, neceflary, and 
well feated; which are great arguments of 
his wifdom and judgment. He greatly de- 
lighted in making gardens, fountains, and 
walks, which at Theobalds were perfe&ed, 
moft beautifully, and pleaiantly, where one 
might walk two miles in the walks* before 
he came to the end. He alfo built an hofpital 
at Stamford near his houfeof Burliegh,J41 of 
freeftone, and gave one hundred 
lands to it, for maintenance of 
men for ever, eftabliftung man) 
fiances and ftatutes, for the govermr. ~ 
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t>f, in hope to Continue it to the benefit of 
toe poor. 

He gave aHb thirty pounds a year for ever, 
to St. John's college in Cambridge, where 
lie was a fcholar ; he gave alfo fomc plate to 
remain to the hoafe, for he m entirely loved * 
{earning and learned men, whom he ever 
held in reverence and regard, ever ufing his 
credit and authority, to relieve and advance 
men oflearning anddefert,all which proved he" 
was neither covetous or miferable. And for fur* 
ther manifefration of his honourable inclination, 
fee but into his eftate at the time o/his death, 
there ihall you find proved that I have a Hedg- 
ed ; for his land was never above four thou- 
-fend pounds a year, befide the land he gave to 
the three young ladies, wherein he mewed his 
honourable kindnefs ; for he bought part of 
my lord Oxford's lands, to give to my lord 
iof Oxford's own daughters : his - money was 
not above eleven thouiand pounds, divided 
into many parts, whereof his eldeft fon had 
not one penny : his plate was not above 
fourteen or fifteen thoufand pounds, 
ilivided into many parts, whereof a great 
quantity was given away in legacies: his 
houmpld fluff was as mean as any nobleman's 
of reafonable quality, and this was the great 
wealth of £0 great a counfellor, living forty 
w« V j together in his prince'6 favour, which 
allibly doth prove,, he was neither covetous 
gain, nor miferable in his expences, though 
: vulgar fort may think his wealth greater, 
leafwwg his eftate rather by that he might 

have, 
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Jiaye, than by what he. had; but his temperate 
life, his wifdom, juftice, integrity, and honeft 
.actions* -do more lively and truly difprovc his 
envious detractors, by his notorious and woiS 
thy deeds, than can be deviied by any words 
•or invention of the moft eloquent writers. 

There was never any man living in his 
4>lace, did more refpeft and efteem the nobility 
than his lordfhip; and where be found any 
towardnefs in a nobleman, it would as muck 
.rejoice him as if he had been his own fan* 
and would do all he could to bring him for- 
ward ; yet would iiander report he hindered 
.men from rifing ; but how true it is wife men 
may judge, for it was in the queen to take 
.whom fhe pleafed, and not in a fubjeft to pre- 
fer whom he lifted. 

But, above all things-, great was his care far 
the relief and maintepanceofthc poor foldier*, 
which made the .rich, captain iay he loved not 
a foldier. It is true, he loved not a bad cap- 
tain that robbed the poor ibldier; but he 
took great care and good order for the foldier. 
His lordfhip was the fir ft deviied to apparel 
them, and procured their weekly lendings to 
be paid by pole, not before ufed ; for the cap* 
tain was wont to receive the whole pay for 
all his foldiers* who were then neither fo weM 
paid nor pleafed, as by this new courie, every 
man to receive it himfelf; and the reafon why 
his lordfhip mi Hiked a bad captain, was when 
he gave not the foldier his due, who fometimes 
ftarved for want, to the lofs of many a brave 
. . foul, 
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Ibnl* and the hindrance of her majefty's fer- 
vice. 

He was «noft patient in hearing, ready in 
vdiipatcbing, and mild in anfwering fuitorp. 
When they had hh denial, it was given with 
iixch gentienefe, it pleafed them as well as his 
grant. If a caufe were bad he would hear it 
-with ^patience, and reform it with temperance ; 
if it were good, he would adjudge it (b with 
-good words ; the worft fort and the beft were 
xaofwered with mildnefs, being neither offended 
.at the one nor partial in the other, infomuch 
a* in thirty years together he was feldom feen 
sawed with joy in profperity, or forrow in 
jid\re#13tyt ; hw temper oyer noted as one of his 
greateft 'virtues, until within three or four 
.years before his death, when age, the mother 
-of morofity, and continuance of ficfcnefs, to- 
gether with multitude of bufiriefs for his 
^country, 'Which not fucceeding nor forting to 
£iis defires, altered his natural difpoihton, and 
gave way to «ge's imperfections; but his an- 
iger was neither fudden nor fpr ions ; his words 
w^re but wind, no (boner fpoken than forgot- 
ten, for he wopjd prefently (peak fair again ; 
and if be had angrily fpoken to any of his fer- 
vants, he -would immediately fpeak fair, and 
as it were &ek to befriends- with them; and 
commonly hje would iboncft do for fueh as he 
had fallen out with. 

When any attempts or Services of impor- 
tance were propounded, he would diligently 
confider of the probabily and commodity of 
. Vol, IV. C fuccefs, 
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fuccefs, which if he found good for the Haw, 
he was never quiet till they were expedited ; 
but if there were found any apparent doubt 
or danger, he was (paring of his counfel to 
put fuch forward ; he was (low in refolving, 
but fpeedy to expedite good refolutions ; for 
there was none more forward in any action 
which promifed honour or wealth to his coun- 
try; yet would envy fay, he hindered many 
fervices with his fparing ; as though all refo- 
lutions of fervice and charge pafled not from 
the queen and council, as well as from him. 
But it was his misfortune to bear the blame of 
the worft, and others to have the praife of his 
Service and pains; yea, -faid fome, but he 
might have perfuaded the queen to do things 
roundly, and then had they fucceeded happily. 
But to the wife it will appear, that he was nei- 
ther able at *aU times to rule the queen or 
.council, nor to direct them, and therefore not 
to be blamed for errors refolved by all, and not 
by himtelf only. And whofoever had feen 
:hh intolerable pains, would confefs he had 
.little reafon to draw all bufinefs to himfelf, 
*s was (aid of him ; and though all, or moft 
-part, of the bufinefs of date, pafled his hands 
for a long time together, yet he fought it not ; 
ior it was a thing he ever complained of, to 
.have rfo many things thrown upon him ; he 
was commanded to many things he was loth 
.to do, and would "have refuied, but for offend- 
ing. HJw could it then be his feeking? 
It fuch as (aid fo» or thought ft), had feen his 
. . . ... inceflknt 
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inceHant toil and continual care, they would 
have rather pitied him, than think that any 
reafonable man, could defire fuch a laborious 
life. 

There wanted not envy and fpight, the com- 
panions of profperity, to detract, and, as far 
as they could, to blemilh the brightness of his 
virtues, though the chief ground of men's 
grudgirtgs,. were the originals of his praifes; 
for when courtiers and others had fuits to her 
majefty , w hich. fhe ever referred to his con- 
sideration, he finding them neither reafonable • 
nor lawful, would with them to take honeft 
and lawful fuits, and. then he would do his 
bed to further them, as he did many ; but 
otherwife he would plainly tell them, the 
queen might do what ihe pleafed, but he 
would never recommend their fuit : as fome 
would fue for monopolies, fome for conceal- 
ments, fome for innovations agtinft law ; all 
which ,he p rote (led againft, terming them 
cankers of the commonwealth ; others to take 
leafes and turn out the queen's ancient te- 
nants, others to have fuch of the queen's lands 
as were not fit to pafs from the crown, and 
mnny fuch like ; which when he mifliked or 
rejected, and that they had not even what they 
lifted, then they railed on him, though he had 
done them never fo many pleafures before. 

He could never like or allow to put out any 
of the queen's poor, tenants; he would never ' 
fpare any man for the queen's debts, faying 
they deferved no favour; for their detaining' 

" C z the 
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the qtreen's money gftade her aflt more of he* 
fubje&s; whereby her majefty was deceived* 
And the fubjeft «bu&d and opprefled. His 
care and courfe in getting in the queen's debt* 
was fuch, as there wafc never fo mach brought 
in, as fence he came in place. He would ne- 
ver pay a penny of the queen's money without 
her warrant, nor ever borrowed or took any 
money out of the exchequer for his own ufe> 
as many treafurers have done : neither did he 
owe the queen a penny when he died. He 
ever greatly commended the ftudy of the com- 
mon law, above all other learning, faying, 
that if he (houkl begin again, he would fol- 
low that fhidy. When he found any bbfii- 
nately bent to take advantage in extremity of 
Jaw, he would wifli not to fall into fuch a ty- 
rant's hands, telling them to remember the lay- 
ing of the fcripture, to do as they would be 
done unto. He was fo careful in the admini- 
ftration of juftice, as many times he favoured 
the fubjeft in ctaufes of the prince ; a* when 
one Mr. Throgmorton had a cafe in the ex- 
chequer, which was hardly recovered for the 
queen upon a nice point, he would not faffer 
the judgment to <he entered, but with this con* 
dition, to enter the reafons, and that it was a 
cafe of the queen's prerogative, and not of 
law. 

He did never raife his own rents, nor dis- 
place his tenants, but as the rents went when 
he bought the lands, fo the tenants (till held 
•them; and I know ibme of his tenants paid 

kin 
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him but twenty pounds per annum, for a 
thing worth two hundred, which he enjoyed 
daring his lordfirip's life. 

His care was not leaft, m pxefering learned 
and good men to the queen, to be judges and 
officers ; for he would often fay, that honeS 
counsellors and good judges and officers in 
courts of juftice, were the pillars of the Hate, 
and that the queen and the realm were happy 
in this age, to have fo many. 

He would often lay, he thought there wat 
never fo wife a woman born, for all refpeds. 
as queen Elizabeth ; for lhe (pake and under* 
Hood all languages, knew all eftates and dif- 
portions of all princes ; and fo expert in her 
«wn, as no counfellor (he had could tell bee 
that (be knew not. She had fo rare gifts, as 
when her council had faid all they could, lhe 
would find out a wife council beyond all theirs* 
and that ftie fhewed her wifdom and care o£\ 
her country ; for there was never any great 
confutation, but (he would be prefent herfelf f 
to her great profit and praife. 

He was defirous jo prefer good and learned 
«en to be biihops, and jainuiers, affirming it 
to be the only foundation of the good and 
peaceable cftate of a commonwealth, faying, 
that where the people were well taught, the 
Jring had ever good obedience of his fobje&s ; 
and where there wanted a good miniftry, there 
were ever bad people; for they that knew 
■not how to ferve God, would never obey* the 
&"g» He would fay there could be no firm 

Q $ aor 
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nor fettled coarfe in religion, without order 
and government; for without a head there 
could be no body : and, if all were head*, 
there ihould be no bodies to let the heads 
upon : all mull not be alike ; fome mud rule, 
fome obey ; and all do their duties to God 
and the church, .like good pallors and teachers 
in every function. He held there could be no 
government where there was # divifion ; and, 
that ftate could never be in fafety, where there 
was toleration of two religions ; for there is no 
enmity fo great as that for religion, and they 
that differ in the fervice of God, can never 
agree in the fervice of their country. 

His piety and devotion was fuch, that h- 
*never failed to ferve his God before he ferved 
his country ; for he duly obferved his exercife 
of prayer, morning and evening, all the time 
he was fecretary, never failing to be at the 
chapel in the queen's houfe every morning, fo 
long as he could go; and afterwards, by his 
irfirmity, not able to go abroad, he ufed, 
every morning and evening, to have a cufhicg 
laid by his bed-fide, where he prayed on his 
knees. Without fail, what hafte or bufinefs fo* 
ever he had : but, when he could kneel no 
more, he had then his book in his bed ; and 
when himfelf could not fo well hold his book, 
he had one to read to bim ; foas, one way or 
other, he failed not his prayers. 

He would never mifsfermon if he were able 
but to be carried out, though to his great pain 
and danger, nor ever failed the communion- 
da/ 
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day every firft day in the month; and com- 
monly,, in his latter time, there was never a. 
Sunday when he had been at a fermon, but he 
gave twenty (hillings to his chaplain, to be 
beftowed on the poor, beiides all his other 
daily alms, Xvhich were great. Beiides his " 
own devotion, his care was Tike for his fervants ' r 
for, if he fonnd any negligent or abfent from 
prayers, as ma/iy times he would purpofely 
enquire, he would more lharply reprehend them 
for that than for any thing. 

As he was, by nature, very kind and cour- 
teous, fo was he to his friends affable and 
temperately kind; ready to do them good 
when he might do it of himfelf, without pre- 
judice to others, and that not frequently ; for, 
where he faw any prefume of his favour, he 
was fure to have the lefs : and this was ever 
found in him, that, though he had been never < 
fc familiar or merry with any of his friends, it\ 
prefently they had moved a fuit to him, he 
would look more ftrangely on them, and give 
but a cold anfwer, til) he faw it were fit for 
them to have and him to grant ; at lad they 
had it, foraetiroes hardly, and fo me ti fires with 
good words ; yet ever fo as they had fmall 
cauie to prefume of his familiarity or courteous 
fpeech ; info much as they that were mod fa- 
miliar with him, were mod afraid to. move 

im in any fuits ; which rule he obferved to 

mold his integrity. 
To his enemies he was rather remifs than 

gorous, being often ufed to fay, " I know f 
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have fome enemies who do malice me, but fo 
do not I them ; God forgive them, and I 
thank God I never went to T>ed out of charity 
with any man." 

He was of the fweetefi, kind, and moft 
tradable nature ; gentle and courteous in 
(beech ; fweet in countenance ; and pleaiingly 
fcciable with fuch as he converfed : his kind* 
nefs moil expreffed to his children, to whom, 
there was never man more loving; and yet 
with fuch wife moderation, that he was in- 
wardly more kind than .outwardly fond of 
them ; and which is ever a mark of a good . 
nature, if he could get his table fet round with 
his young little children, he was then in his 
kingdom. It was exceeding pleafure to hear 
what fport he would make with them, and 
how aptly and merrily lie would talk with 
them, with fuch pretty queftions, and witty 
allurements, as much delighted himfelf, the 
children, and the hearers. Thus he was 
happy in moft worldly things,, but moil happy 
in his children and children's children. £le 
had his own children, grandchildren, and 
great-grand-children ordinarily a* his table, 
letting about him like the olive-branches ; and 
there was no degree in blood, or consangui- 
nity, but was to be found fitting at his table ; 
wherein he would many times rejoice as in one 
of God's great bleflings. There were, pro- 
ceeding from his own body, and his mother 
might iee the fifth defcent from herfelf. A 
hap.py mother, and a blefted fon ; for, as the 

fcripture 
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fcrlpture faith, he had feen his children' 9 
children, and peace upon the land. 

His temperate mind ever tempered all his 
actions in inch moderate carriage of his great 
ibrtune, that he liked and de fired private 
things, hating all pomp and glorious mows ; 
/or, if he might ride privately in his garden 
*nx>nhis little moile* or lie a day or two at his 
little lodge at Theobald's, retired from buli- 
liefs, or too much company, he thought it his 

freateft greatnefs, and only happineis; or, if 
e could get any of his old acquaintance who 
could difcourfe. of their, youth, or of things pad 
in old time, it was notable to hear what merry 
ftories he would tell. It was faid of him. 
that he could call to mind any thing he had 
-done, feen, or read ; for, when officers and 
learned men often talked with him, either in 
learning or caufes paft, he would fo readily re- 
member and repeat, * either, that he heard or 
read twenty, yea forty years before, as caufed 
5nany to wonder at his great memory, having 
£o infinite other things in his head. 

He was of ipare and temperate diet, eating 
never but of two or three dimes, drinking 
•never above thrice at a meal> and very feldom 
wine. He would many times forbear fuppers 
if he found his ftomach offended - 9 and, above 
*U things* what bufinefs foever was in his 
ihead, it was never perceived at his table, 
where be would be fo .merry as one would 
imagine hp had nothing elfe to do ; drafting 
Ms ipcech xo .all men -according to flhcitf gualC 
"i- 9 £5 ..ties 
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ties and capacities, as he rajfed mirth oat of 
all men's fpeeches, augmenting it with his 
own ; whereby he wanted no company fo long 
as be was able to keep company. His fpeeches, 
though they were merry, yet fo full of wif- 
dom, as many came rather to hear his fpeeches 
than to eat his meat ; for, even in his Grdi* 
nary talk, he uttered fo many notable things, 
as one might learn more in one hour's hear- 
ing him than a month's reading. He loved 
to be merry himfelf, and liked and commended 
all others that were of pleafant natures, being 
difcreet with all. 

His eloquence was his plainnefs in fatai* 
xnilar common words, without affectation; 
wherein it was obferved in him, a thing 
ftrange, that, in fo plain terms as commonly 
he ufed, his eloquence was fo excellent, as, 
that he fpake was impoflible to be delivered 
more rhetorically, clearly and fignificantly j 
eafy to be under flood and remembred ; and 
yet, beyond the eloquence of others, thought 
to be moft eloquent. 

His recreation was chiefly in his books, 
where, if he had time, he was more delighted* 
than others with play at cards ; or, if he could 
get a learned rnan. to talk withal, he was 
much pleafed. Books were fo pleafing to 
him, as, when he got liberty to go unto hi* 
houfe to take air, if he found a book worth 
the opening, he would rather lofe his riding 
than his reading; and yet riding in his garde 
walks, upon, his little moile, wa,s his greatt 

difpor 
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difport : but (b foon as he came in he fell to 
his reading again, or elfe to difp arching bufi- 
nefs ; and this, was all his recreation and courie 
of life. He feklorri or never played at any 
game, for. he could play at none. He would 
tome times look a while on (hooters or bowlers 
as he rid abroad. He was delighted to talk 
and be merry whh his friends only at meals, 
for he had no more Leiiure ; but he never had 
any favourites, as they are termed, nor any 
jnward companion, as great men commonly 
have ; neither made he any man, of hb ; court* 
cil, nor any ever knew his fecrets ; fome not* 
ing it a faait, but mofl thinking it a praife of 
his wifdom; for, by trading none with his 
fecrets, none could reveal them ; nor opening 
bim&if to. none* there was none could look far 
into him; yet was there fome two or three 
who frequented his company at- meals, more 
than the reft, with whom he would be mod 
familiar and merry, u&ng them exceeding 
kindly ; yet they neither knew his fecvets, nor 
could, by their credit or familiarity with him, 
draw him to do any thing in furthering or hin- 
drance of any fuit,, or any perfbn, if their 
caufe deferved it not. 

His bell record was his experience, me*, 
mory, and notable invention, even to as 
high perfection as could be in any man. In 
what learning was he ignorant ? What office 

as there wherein he had not experience $ 

at court of juftice whereof he knew not 

~nrfe? What. province, county, city^ 
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or notable place in England, he could not de- 
le n be ? . Nay, What nobleman, or gentle- 
.an an, .and their dwellings, matches, and pedi- 
grees, did he not know? and could many 
times defenbe every particular place, peribn* 
river, haws, park, and lordflua, Rear any 
gentleman, better than himfclf that dwelt 
there, in what iervice, abroad or at home* 
was he igaosant, or not perfe&ly practi&d i 
He knew the fbteof ail countries, the nature 
of all prkioes, their friends, foes* -alliance*, 
matches, and pedigrees, . He was privy to 
their policies and pra&ifes, and often pre- 
vented their purpofes. 2a weighty affairs of 
^council he was mdft expert; in policy of 
ipeace, in directions -of war, in pwmfion* fot 
iolditrs and (hips, in proceedings of parlia* 
anem, in? all xourta of juftke, in public 
4peethes, or private conference. 

He took great, pains and delight in pedi- 
grees, wherein he had great knowledge, and 
wrote -whole books of them wititi his own 
(hand? which greatly augmented his kn*w~ 
Sedge both abroad and at home. He observed 
ail daily accidents, writing whatsoever pafledj 
which he -continued from the time he waa 
nineteen years old even till he died ; and, if 
his wotes -and writings were well pentfed and 
reconciled, these ^would be found notable 
matter for a good writer to ground an excel- 
aetrt^ory of fiiis time. 

His death wae >not«ddem -nor his pain ia 
Aakncfc $i«at$ Jox he ^oatkuied ^langukbrag; 

$w* 
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two or three months, yet went abroad to take 
air in his roach all that time -j retiring himfelf 
from the court, fosnetimes to his houfe at 
'Theobald's, and fomeome* at London. His 
greateft infirmity appearing, was the weaknefe 
of hirftomach. it was alio thought hts mind 
ivas troubled that he could not work a peace 
Jbr his country, vdiich he eameftfy laboured 
and defired of any thing, feeking to leave it as 
he ted long .kept it. He contemned this lift, 
andexpe&ed the next* for there wastKrcarthl*' 
thing wherein tie took comfort, bat in con- 
templation, reading, or hearing the Scriptures* 
P&lms, and Prayers. 

About sen or twelve days before he died, 
lie grew weak, and fo driven to keep his bed, 
complaining only of a pain in his breaftfc 
which was thought to be the humour of the 
gout, wherewith he was fo long poflefied, fell- 
log to that place, without any ague, fever, of 
sign of diftemper ; and that pain not great nor 
continual, bet by fits ; and fo continued till 
within one night before his, death. At fix 
o'clock at night, 4he physicians fading no oH* 
itemper in has pvlfo or body, but afluring his 
Jife, affirming that it was impoffitoe hs mould 
he heart- fick 'that had fo good temper, and fo 
j>erfe& puife and fenfee ; yet at feven o'clock 
following, he fell into a convuHton like to the 
taking of a cold agoe. *•* Now," quoth he, 
■** the Lord be ,praifed, the time is come ;* 
and, xiaUingfbr his children, blefled them and 
Cook'hit leave, commanding them Tto ferve And 
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fear God, and love one another. He: aU& 
frayed for the queen* that (he might livelong 
and die in peace. . 

Then he called for. Thomas Bellot, his 
fteward, one of his executors, and delivered 
him his will, laying, " I have ever found the* 
true to me, and I now truft thee with all.** 
Who, like a goodly honeft. man, prayed his 
lordfhip, as he had lived rdigioufly, fb now 
to remember his Saviour. Chtift, by whofe- 
blood he was to have forgtvenefs of his fins ; 
with many the like fpeeches nfed by his chap- 
lains : to whom he anfwered, It was done al- 
ready, for he was affured God had forgiven hi* 
fins, and would fave his foul* Then he called 
his chaplains, with all the company, to fajr 
prayers for him, himfelf laying after them all 
the time they prayed. 

. He continued languishing thus moft pati> 
ently, ftill having memory perfect, till twelve 
o'clock ; lying praying to himfelf, laying the 
'Lord's Prayer in Latin ; whereupon feme in* 
ferred he was popifli ; but God knoweth the 
contrary ; for it was not ftrange to heat? 
him pray in Latin, becaufe he never read 
any books or prayers but in Latin, French* 
or Italian, very feldom in EngliOi. At twelve 
o'clock his fpecch began to fail him: then faid 
he* " O Lord have mercy on me, my ipeech 
/aileth me:" and fq languifhing till four 
^o'clock* fometimes wanting* and fometimes 
having fpecch, he often faid, O what a heart 
isihis that will not let me die ! Come, Lord 

Jefa* 
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Jefu ; one drop of death, Lord Jcfu ! and fo 

lay praying to himfelf, as we might hear him 

{peak jbftly : in which extremity you moft 

imagine, the wailing of his children, friends, 

and fervants, being. twenty in the chamber; 

every one praying and deviling what to give 

him, to hold life in him,, if it were poffible : 

but when they, ftrived to give him any thing, 

he came to himfelf, faying, " O ye torment 

me, for God's fake let me die quietly." Then 

laying ftill, the flanders by might hear him 

fay foftly to himfelf, " Lord receive my fpi- 

rit ; Lord have mercy upon me ;" which were 

the laft words he was heard to fpeak. So he 

continued fpeechlefs and fcnfeleis, laying ftill 

as it were in a deep without pain, till it was 

eight o'clock in the morning, and then died : 

out, though many watched to fee when he 

ihould die, he lay looking fo fweetly, and 

went away fo mildly, as in a fleep, that it 

could fcarce be perceived when the breath 

went out of his body. 

Now might one fee all the world mourning; 
the queen, for an oid and true fervant; the 
council, fox a wife and grave couniellor ; the 
court, : /or tfieir honourable benefador; his 
country, .and cpnvnpjtfveakh» trembling as it 
were a,t one blpw> to jfaye their head ftricken 
off ; the people,- widows, and wards, lament- 
ing to lofe their prote&or ; religion, her pa- 
tron ; juftice, her true minilter ; and peace, 
her upholder. His children -bewailing the 
Jofs of fuch .a fathes* h\* friends .of. fueh a 

friend, 
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ftiead, and his fervatfts of fuch * *>after ; all 
men rattier bewailing his loft, than hoping 
«ver to find foch another. Yea, his very eno- 
inies* who la Ms life- time could not abide 
Jiim, did now both farrow Sex hk death and 
wi& hxffi alfoe again. 

He was the oldeit, the graveft, and greateft 
ftate&ian of Chriftendom ; for there was, be- 
fore his death, never a counfellor left alive in 
Europe that were comfeflers when he was firft 
made* 

He died on the fourth eff Augnft, 1^084 
and, *f he had lived but till the thirteenth of 
September following, he 'Jhouid have been 
threefcore and feventeen years old 5 whereof 
iie lacked bat a month and nve or $x days. 

He was rather well proportioned than tall, 
fcetng of <fhe middle £ze 9 very ftraSght and up- 
tight of body and legs^ and, until age and 
liis infirmity of the goat fiirprifed him, very 
active and nimble of body. He was of vifage 
^rery well favoured, and of an excellent com- 
plexion; infamuch as, even in his latter days, 
when he was well and warm, or had new 
-dined or fupped, he Jxadas good colour in his 
face as moft fair <wom*hv His irate of body 
neither fat nor tam, but' ! welr filmed* His 
liair and beard .were all ttfhfte, -which hereto- 
fore, as it feemed, was of a- brown colour £ 
3iis beard of a reasonable length, rather well 
proportioned than stoO l<w>g *r loo big ; iair* 
white, and«o*n*ly ; and, all pants remedied 
ftqgether^d think ^theee we* leweth&t iknew 
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him but will fay, he was one of the fweeteft 
and mod well favoured, well mannered old 
men that hath been feen. 

From what hath been faid, it is left to the 
reader's judgment, Whether England ever 
produced a more able flatefman, or greater 
patriot ? And yet, in thofe times (fuch is the 
fate of roinifters in power) there were fome 
who, from their own ambitious defigns, en* 
vied him the favour of his royal mrftrefs ; 
which he acquired by his profound knowledge* 
inviolable integrity, and mperior merits* 
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MEMOIRS 

OF 

Sir Francis Walsingnam. 



Sir Francis Walsincham, fecretary of 
ftate in the reign of queen Elizabeth, was 
defcended of an antient and good family, and 
educated in the univerfity of Cambridge ; 
whence he travelled into foreign countries, 
whither he retired likewife daring the reign 
of queen Mary, on account of religion. 

In the year 1 570, he was fent embafiador to 
France, where he. ferved queen Elizabeth with 
great fidelity and addrefs ; but, by his vaft 
expences in procuring intelligence in that cri- 
tical period, involved hiinteif fo deeply in 
debt, that he was obliged to /ollicit for hit 
leave to return home ; which he at laft ob- 
tained in April, 1572. His eminent abilities 
railed him to the poft of fecretary of Date in 

January following. In 1981, he was again 
ent embafiador into France; and, in 1583* 
into Scotland, in order to advife king James 
VL not to fuffer himfelf to be mi fled by evil 
councilors, to the prejudice of both king* 
doms 5 and was received by that . king with 

great 
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great refpeft, though efieemed by hit majefty 
no real friend, either to himfHf or his mother,* 
Mary, queen of Scots. • 

In 1586, he founded a divinity- lecture in 
the univerfity of Oxford ; the reader of which 
Was to difcourfe on the fundamentals of reli- 
gion and the holy fcriptures, by way of com- 
mon-place, that the controversies arifihg 
thence might be more particularly difcuffed* 
The feme year, by his peculiar- fagacity and 
management,- he umavetied the whole plot of 
Babington, arid others, againit the life of the 
queen, 

Soon after this, he was appointed one of the 
commiffioners for the trial of the queen of 
Scots, having before oppofed the advice of the 
earl of Leicefter, who was inclined to cjifpateh 
her by poifon, and had privately fent a court- 
divine to fecretary Wallingharh, to perfuade 
him to con fent ; but the latter per filled in his 
opinion, that fucH a method of proceeding 
was not only imjuft, but likewife dangerous, 
and difhonourabie to their royal mi ft re Is* 
However, after the queen of Scots was con- 
demned, and the warrant figwed, on the firft 
ef February* 1586-7, (or her execution, he^ 
with Davifon, the other (ecretary of ftate, was 
Ordered by queen Elizabeth to write to Sir 
Amias Powlet, and Sir Drue Drury, in whofe 
cuftody queen Mary was, to make her fecretly 
away ; but thole two gentlemen thought pro- 
per, to decline fo odious an office. 

la 
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In 1 5 S7, the king of Spain baying made 
▼ail preparations, which furprifed and kept all 
Europe in fufpenfe, not knowing on what na- 
tion, the ftora would bre£k, Waifingham , 
employed his utmoft endeavour s for the difco- 
very of this important fecrct; and accordingly 
procured intelligence from Madrid, that the 
king had 'informed bis council ©f ■ his having 
fent an exprefs to Rome, with a Utter front 
lis own hand to the pope, acquainting him 
•with the true deftgn of his preparations, and 
begging his bleifipg; u#on it; which, fot 
feme reafons, he could not difclofe to then* 
till the reto*a of the cowrie*, TJ^e fecret 
being thus lodged with the pope, Waiting- 
ham, by the means of a Venetian pried re-* 
jjained at Rome a* a fpy» got a copy of the 
original letter, which was itojen out of th* 
.pope's cabinet by a gentleman of the bed-* 
Chamber, who took the key out of the* pope' a 
pocket while he flepi. 

After this, by his dextrous management* 
he caufed the Spaniards hills, to be protefted at 
<Oenpa, which ihomld have fupplied them witk 
money for theij extraordinary preparations ; 
and, by this m*ans„ fre. happily retarded this 
formidable invafion for a whole year. 

Hpwever, after all his eminent fervfces t^ 
his country, this great man gave a remarkable 
proof at his death (which happened on the 
lixth of April, 1590*) how far he preferred 
the public to his own intereft ; for, rjiough, 
]pg&des hispoftof fecretary of (late, he was 

chancellor 
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chancellor to the dcftohy of Lancafter, tod of 
the- garter;, yet be died (p poor,, thai hi* 
friends were obliged to bury him by night i* 
St. Paul's charcb> left his body ihoald be ar- 
retted for debt. 

He left only one daughter, famous fdr bay- 
ing three hutbands of the greateft difthi&ion : 
firft, Sir Philip Sidney ; fecondly, <Rob*rt 
Devereurt, earl of Eflex ; and, laftly , Richard 
Bourk, earl of Clanrickard, • and afterward* 
earl of St. Albans. 

He was, at fir ft, a favourer of (he puritan 
party; to whom he offered, in 1583, in the 
queen's name, that, provided they would 
conform in other points, the three ceremonies, 
a{ kneeling at the communion, wearing the 
furplice, and the crofs in baptifai, fhould be 
expunged out of the Common-Prayer. But 
they replying to thefe cenceffiom, in the lan- 
guage of Mofes, That they would not leave 
fo much as a hoof behind ; meaning that they 
would have the church-liturgy wholly laid 
afide, and not be obliged to the performance 
of any office in it ; fo onexpe&ed an anfwer 
loft them, in a .great meafore, Walfingham « 
•a&e&ion. . 

He was undoubtedly one of the moft refined . 
'politicians, and mod penetrating Hate/men* 
that ever any age produced. He had an adV 
mirable talent both in difcovering and ' ma* 
oaring the iecret recefles of human nature: 
he nad hit fpies in moftcourts of Chriflendom* 

and 
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and allowed them a liberal mairitainance ; for 
his grand, maxim was> That 1 knowledge is 
never too dear. 

* He fpent his whole time and facial ties in the 
fervice of the queen and her kingdoms : on 
which account her majefty was heard to fay, 
That, in diligence and fagacity, he exceeded 
her expectation. 

He is thought to have had a principal hand 
til laying the foundation of the wars in France 
and Flanders ; and is faid, upon his return 
from his embafly in France, when the queen 
exprefled her apprehenfion of the Spanish de- 
signs ^gainft that kingdom, to have anfwered, 
" Madam, be content, and fear not. The 
Spaniard hath a great appetite, and an excel- 
lent digeftion ; but 1 have fitted him with a 
bone for thefe twenty years, that your majefty 
fhall have no caufe to dread him, provided, 
that, if the fire chance to (lack which I have 
kindled, you will be ruled by me, and call 
in fome of your fuel, which will revive the 
Hame." 

He would cherifh a plot fome years together, 
admitting the confpirators to his own, and 
even the queen's, prefence very familiarly ; 
but took care to have them carefully watched. 
His fpies conftantly attended on particular 
men for three years together ; and, left they 
-mould not keep the fecnet, hedifpatched them 
into foreign parts, taking in new ones in their 
room. His^ training of Parry, who defigned 
the murder of the queen ; the admitting him* 

under 
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tinder the pretence of difcovering the plot, to 
her majefty's prefeoce j and then letting him 
go where he would, only on the fecurity of a 
centinel fet over him ; was an inftance of reach 
and hazard beyond common apprehenfion. 

The queen of Scots letters were all carried 
to him by her own fervant, whom (he trufted, 
and were decyphered for him by one Philips 
and (baled up again by one Gregory ; fo that 
neither that queen, nor any of her correfpondr 
entrf, ever perceived, either the feals defaced, 
or letters delayed. Video taceo, was his fay- 
ing before it was his miitrefs's motto. 

He could as well fit the humour of king 
James of Scotland with paflages out of Xeno- 
phon, Tbucyditks, Plutarch, or Tacitus, as 
he could that of Henry, king o( France* 
with Rabelau's Conceits, or the Hollander 
with mechanic difcourfes. He ferved himfetf 
of the court factions as the queen did, neither 
advancing the one nor deprefling the other. 
He was familiar with Cecil, allied to Leicefter* 
and an oracle to Radcliffe, earl of SufTex. 

His converfation was infinuating and yet re* 
ferved. He few every man, and none faw 
him k " His fpirit," fays Mr. Lloyd, " was 
as public as his parts ; yet as debonaire as he 
was prudent ; -and as obliging to the fofter 
but predominant parts of the world, as he 
was serviceable to the more {evcre ; and no 
lefs dextrous to work on humours, than to 
convince reafon. He would fay, he rauft ob- 
ferve the joints and textures of affairs ; and fo 

could 
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do*ld 4a more with a ftory than others coak) 
•with an harangue. lie always forpriaed bufi- 
♦iiefe, and preferred motions in the heat of 
other diverfioiw ; and, if he muft debate it, 
he would hear all,- and with the advantage -of 
{foregoing speeches, that either cautioned or 
confirmed hi* refokitions, he carried all before 
him in conclufion, without a reply. To 
hkn men** faces fpoke as nitch as fiheir 
t&rrgpes, and «hek cotnfitnanees were in- 
dexes of their hearts. He would fe <befet 
meti wdnjueftions, and draw rhem on, that 
they difeovered flhem&lves, wheeher theya»- 
fwered or were filcnt. % 

- " He maintained fifty-three agerite arid 
eighteen fpies in foreign courts ; and', for two 
p iltole* axi order, had all the private papere 
in Europe. Few letters efcaped his hqfcoY; 
and be could read their contents witkmt touch- 
ing the icals. 

*«« Religion was the intereft of his conn- 
Cry, >in his judgment, and -of his ibul ; there- 
fore -he maintained it as fcacerely *s he loved 
it. It had his head, his parte, and his 
heart. He kid the great foundation of the 
proteftant conftitation* as to its policy,.. and 
-the main-plot againlt Che popifh, *s tfq ita 
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The LIFE op 

Robert Devereux. 

Robbrt Devereux, earlofEflex, agal- 
L lant foldier, and great favourite, in the 
mgn of queen Elizabeth., was Ton to Walter, 
earl of Eflex, aod Lcttice, daughter to fir 
Francis Knolles* who was related to queen 
Elkabeth. He was born on the tenth of No- 
vember, l$6y* at Netherwood, his father's 
feat, in Herefordfture, when that noble pcrfon 
bad attained no higher title than that of vif- 
count Hereford. 

In his tender years, it is reported, there did 
not appeflr any figns of an extraordinary geni-r 
us in him I and one who was long in his fer- 
Vice, and. could not but be well acquainted 
with the fecrets cf the family* allures us, that 
his father died but with a very cold conceit 
of his abilities ; which, fome thought, pro- 
ceeded from his great afiedion for his youn* 
fer fon, Walter Devereux, who, it feems, 
ad quicker and more livelier part3 in his 
childhood. However, when he breathed hi* 
laft in Ireland, he recommended this ion of his, 
then in the tenth year of his age, to Me pro* 
teclion of Thomas Radciiffe, earl of outfex* 
and to the care of William Cecil, lord Bur* 
leighj whom he appointed his guardian. . 
Vol. IV* D Mr.' 
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Mr. Waterhoufe, then (ccretary for Ireland, 
a perfon equally favoured by his father and Sir 
Henry Sidney, lord-deputy of Ireland, had the 
immediate dire&ion of his perfon and eflate, 
which, though not a little injured by his fa- 
ther's public fpirit, was,< however, very confi- 
derable ; and the regard {hewn for his con- 
cerns, by the mod powerful perfons at court, 
was Co remarkable, that Mr." Waterhoufe made 
no difficulty of affirming, there was not, at 
that time, any man fo ftrong in friends as the 
little earl of Effex. - 

His application on the behalf of the young 
earl, that he might be prefervedin thepoffet 
fion of thofe honours which' hi* father had en- 
joyed in Wales, and which were attended 
with power and influence rather than profit, 
had better fortune through theaffiftance of the 
earl of Suftex, who eatily procured from the 
queen this mark of favour for a tender youth; 
whofe father had deferv£dfo well. 

In 1578, when he was about twelve years of 
age, he was fent to the univerfity of Cambridge' 
by the lord Burleigh, who placed him in Tri- 
nity-college, under the care of Dr. Whitgift, 
then mailer, and afterwards archbifhop of 
Canterbury. He was educated there with 
much ftri&nefs, a,nd applied himfelf to learn- 
ing with great diligence ; fo that, his quality 
considered, there were fevv young men of Ma 
landing more diftinguiJhed, either for folid 
of judgment, or for an eafy and eloquent nu 
iier of expreffing their fentiments. 

Son 
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Some bold writers have afterted, that, as 
Dr. Whitgift rofe in his preferments, he funk 
in the efteem of his pupil, who, as they would 
have us believe, conceived an early diflike to 
bifhops ; but fuch as knew the world well in 
thefe days, and had the faired opportunities of 
knowing the earl, aflert the contrary, and that 
he continued always to treat the archbifhop as 
his particular friend, and to refpect him as his 
parent. 

In 1 582, having taken the degree of mailer 
of arts, he foon after left Cambridge, and re- 
tired to his own houfe at Lambfie, in 'South- 
Wales, where he fpent fome time in privacy 
and retirement ; and was fo far from having 
any thing of the eagernefs or impetuoiity na- 
tural to youth, that, inilead of being difpleafed, 
he became enamoured of his rural retreat ; in? 
fornuch that it was with difficulty he was pre*v 
vailed upon to leave it. 

His firft appearance at court, at leaft as a 
candidate for royal favour, was in the feven- 
teenth year of his age : however, when he 
came thither, it is certain, he could not have 
boped, or even wiftied, a better reception. 
He brought with him, amongft other ftrong 
recommendations, a fine perfoh, an agreeable 
behaviour, and ' an ^ability which procured 
him many friends, befides the rare qualities 
of true piety, unaffected zeal for the public 

ifare, and a warmth and fincerity m* his 

mdQups which entitled him to univerfal. 

eem. He, by degrees, fo far overcame that 

- D z reluclance 
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felaclance which he is faid to have {hewn, t# 
fjfe'the affiftance of the powerful earl of LcU 
cefter, that, cowards the dofe of the year 
1585, he accompanied him, with many 
others of the nobility, to Holland ; where we 
find him the aext year in the 'field, with the 
title of general of the horfe ; and, in this 
quality, he gave the higheft proofs of perfonal 
courage, in the battle of Zutphen, on the 
twenty-fecond of September, 1586 ± and, for 
his gallant behaviour upon this pecaiion, the 
earl of Lekefter Conferred upon him the ho* 
nour of a knight-banneret in his camp. 

Oh his return to England, it very pickly 
appeared, that the queen not only approved, 
but was defirous alio of rewarding, his fer* 
▼ices ; and his ft ep- father, the earl of Lekef- 
ter, being advanced to the office of lord-flew- 
ard-of her majefty's houihold, me, on the 
twenty- third of December, 1587, made the 
earl of Eifex matter of the horfe in his 
room. 

In the fucceeding year, he continued to 
rife ; for, when her majefty thought fit to af> 
femble the army at Tilbury, for the defence of 
the kingdom, in cafe the Spaniards had landed, 
and gave the command of it, under herfelf, 
to the earl of Leicefter, me created the earl of 
Eflex general of the horfe: fo that, from 
this time, he was coniidered as the favourite 
'declared ; and, if there was any mark yet 
wanting to fix the people's opinion in that re* 
rped, it was fhewn, by the queen's centering 

on 
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on him, fhortly after, the moft noble order of 
the garter. 

We need not wonder that fo quick an eleva- 
tion, and to fo great an height, mould fome- 
what affect the judgment of fo young a man ; 
and therefore there will not appear any thing 
ftrange in the eagernefc he is fairi to have {hewn 
ip disputing the queen's favour with Sir Charles 
l^Joutrt; who, in procefs of time, became lord 
Montjoy and earl of Devonraire ; which, 
however, co& him fame Hood ; for that brave 
man, taking dirtafte of fomewhat the earl faid 
of a favour bellowed upon him by the queen, 
•Challenged him, and, in Mary bone-park, af- 
ter a ibort dHpute, wounded Eflex in the 
fcnee; witflt which- the queen, who did not 
love to be controuled in her actions, was fo 
tar from being difpjeafed, that me fwore a 
round oath, it was &t that fome one or other 
fliould take him down, otherwife there would 
be no ruling him. However, foe reconciled 
the rivals ; and it will remain an honour tc* 
both their memories, that, profeffing them* 
f elves friends* tj^ey remained fuch fo long as 
they lived together. 

In the beginning of the year 1589, Sir 
John Norris and Sir Francis Drake, had under- 
taken an expedition for reftoring Dob Anto- 
nio to the crow n of Portugal ; which the earl 
beheld as an attion too glorious for others to 
perform, while he was a ipe&ator only. He 
followed the fleet and army therefore to 
Spain, and, having joined; them at Corunna,, 

D 3 jrofe- 
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profecuted the reft of the expedition with 5 
great vigilance and valour ; which, however, 
was not attended with much' Fuccefs, at the 
fame time that it expofed him to the queen's 
difpkafare. 

At his return, however, he ibon recovered 
her majefty's good graces; nor was it long 
before this was te (lined to the world, by his 
obtaining new marks of favour, in grants of a 
very confiderable value ; a circumftance in 
which his credit with the queen ieemed much 
fuperior to that of all her other favourites. 

He had now loft the fupport^of his ftep-fa-' 
ther the earl of Leicefter, who died the pre- 
ceding year; and who, though he was fup- 
pofed to aft the politician in prefering him ta 
the queen's favour, (if, indeed, that was at all 
his work,) yet (hewed the fiftcerity of his afc 
fettion to him by feveral claufes in his witl : 
notwithftanding which lofs, he kept his 
ground at court ; and, by careffing Mr. Cart- 
wright and others, looked upon as puritans, 
feemed to affect becoming the head of that 
party, which adhered to the earl of Leicefter 
while living. 

About this time he ran a new hazard of the. 
queen's favour, by a private, and, as it was 
then conceived, inconfiderate, match with: 
Frances, only daughter of Sir Francis WaU 
fingham, and the widow of Sir Philip Sidney* 
which her majefty apprehended' to be, in fome 
meafure, derogatory to the honour of the honfe 

of 
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#f EfTex ; and; though, for the-prefent, this 04* K 
finefs was palTed by, yet it is thought that ic^ 
was not fo foon forgot. 

In 1591, Henry IV. of France, having de- 
manded frefh affiftance from the queen, tho' 
he had already a body of her troops in his 
fervice, Abe was pleafed to fend the earl of Ef- 
fex, with four thoufand men, a fmall train of 
artillery, and a competent fleet, into Nor- 
mandy ; where it was propofed that he fhould 
join the French army, in order to undertake 
the iiegc of Rouen. The French king, how- 
ever, either through want of power, the di- 
itra&ion of his affairs, or fome other caufe, 
neglected to perform his promife, notwith- 
(landing that EfTex made a long .and hazardous 
Journey to his camp, at that monarch's re- 
queft, in order to have concerted meafure* for 
giving the queen fatisfaftion. 

Upon his return from this journey, which 
proved of little confequence, EfTex, to keep 
op the fpirits of his officers, conferred the ho- 
nour of knighthood upon many -of them :— A 
circum fiance with which the queen was much, 
offended. He likewife made excurftons from 
his camp to the* very walls of Rouen ; and the 
earl, expofing his perfon very freely in thefe 
fkirmifhes, came off indeed unhurt hiinfelf, but 
loft there his only brother, Walter Devcreux, 
then in the flower of his age, being two years 
younger than the earl 

He returned fome time after, to give an ac- 
count of the ftate of things to the queen ; and 

D 4 then 
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then came back to his charge ; the fiege of 
Rouen being formed, and the French king 
expreffing a great defire to become mafter of h. 

This winter fervice har raffing the troops ex- 
ceedingly, provoked Eflex not a little, who 
follicited king Henry for leave to proceed in 
his manner, promifing to make a breach with 
his own artillery, and -then to florm the place 
with the Englifh troops; which the king, how- 
ever, refufed, as being not at all defirous of 
having that rich place taken and plundered by 
the Englifh in his fight. 

Eflex, Hill more difpleafed at this, and re- 
folvcd not to continue In a place where no re- 
putation was to be got, fir ft challenged the go- 
vernor of Rouen, Mr. Villars; and, upon his 
refuting to fight, left the command of the En-. 
glifh troops to fir Roger Williams, an officer, 
of great courage and experience ; and then 
embarked for England, where his pretence was 
become very neeefiary, his enemies having re-* 
prefented his behaviour in a very different fight 
to the queen his miftrefs. 

At this time he was exceedingly courted by 
very different forts of people ; tor many of 
the young nobility, who were deiirous of en- 
tering into the world under the patronage of 
ibme eminent perfon, preferred the earl ; a* 
well on account of his great affability to his 
follow ers, as becaufe of his known intereft 
w *th the queen. All the military men, that 
were riot of very old (landing, looked upon 
*im as their chief, and one from whofe favour 

they 



tkey were to derive preferment.. . The puritai 
minivers alfcy and their dependants, confi- 
derect him- as the fucceflbr to/tSe earl bf\£ei- 
ceiter, and, confequently, a> thekf piHatector.. 
One need not wonder, therefore, that,' having; 
fiwh power, he had fe many enemies ;,' and, 
that thefe ihould gain advantages over him in* 
his abfence : but, upon his return, he trium- 
phed for the meft part ; and 1 the queen, who 
looked upon hepfdf as tied to him- by former 
a&s of kindnefs, feldom refufed him* any new 
marks of favour for wfyich be was importunate 
in his demands. 

We find him- prefentin the parliament which 
began at We/hninlfeeis on the nineteenth of 
February, 1592-3.; in which feffion, chiefly 
through his, tntereft, Sir Thomas Perrot, who 
had married his fifter, was reftored in blood; 
which had been corrupted by the attainder of 
Sir John Perrot, his father, who had been 
lord-deputy of Ireland : and in this feflion it 
was that the houfe of peers paid a very extra* 
ordinary compliment to the eari of Effex. The 
queen alfoy who- had given himfo manymarks 
of ber'&vovr, added to them a new honour ; 
which was, at the fame time, a very high tef- 
timony of her confidence, by cauling him to 
be fworn one of the members of her privy- 
oou cil. 

H< met, however, in this, and in the fuo 

eeding years, with various crudes' of chagrin ; 

>artly from- the loftinefs of his own temper^ 
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and partly from the artifices of thofe who 
vied his greatnefs. 

A dangerous and treasonable book, written, 
abroad by a jefuit, was publifhed under the 
name of Doleman, with intention to create 
difTention in England about fuccejEon to the. 
crown. This book, as the whole defign of it 
was mod villainous,, fo, from a fuperior fpirit 
of malice, it was dedicated to the earl of Ef~ 
fex, on purpofe to create him trouble ;, in, 
which it had its effect. 

But what chiefly grieved. and broke his fpi*- 
rits, was, his perceiving, that, though he 
could, in mod fuits, prevail for himfelf, yet 
he was able to do little or nothing for hi* 
friends ; as particularly appeared in the cafe 
of Sir Francis Bacon r which* though the earl» 
bore with fome impatience, yet it: gave hint 
an opportunity of (hewing the greatnefs of 
his mind, by giving that gentleman a fmal£ 
eftate in land, which ought to have bound him* 
better to his. fortunes*. 

Indeed, the earl of Eflex was never wanting,, 
upon any occafion, to his friends, as many of 
the writers of thofe times agree, and of which, 
Camden gives us a remarkable inftance in the 
vear 1 595 , in his attending the funeral of Sir 
koger Williams, an old experienced officer 
whom he had long encouraged and fupported,, 
though the roughnefs of his behaviour had ex- 
pofed him to the diflike of Sir Walter Ra- 
leigh, and other considerable- perfons. But, 

what- 
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whatever difadvantages EfTex might labour 
under from intrignes at court, yet, in times of 
danger, the queen had commonly recourfe to 
his affiftahce. 

Thus, in 1 596, when the Spaniards, in the 
month of April, laid fiege to Calais, and the 
discharges of their batteries were heard at 
Greenwich, an army was haftily raifed, and 
marched to Dover, the command of which was 
given to the earl of EfTex, the queen intend- 
ing to have embarked thefe troops for the af- 
fiftance of the French : which, however, they 
wifely declined, being willing rather to let the 
Spaniards keep Calais for a Tittle while, than 
fee it refcued from them by the Englilh, who* 
would, prefuming on their old rights, pro- 
bably keep it for ever. 

The queen, however, taking advantage of 
that warm dMpoiition which appeared in her 
people, to contribute, as far as in them lay, 
to keep the war at a di (lance, and to prevent 
the Spaniards from meditating a fecond inva- 
fion, ordered a fleet to be equipped for at- 
tacking Cadiz, beft part of the expences being 
born by the principal perfons engaged in that 
enterprize. 

The command of this army and fleet was, 
with joint authority, intrufted to Robert, earl 
of Eflex, and * Charles, lord Howard, then 
lord high admiral of England ; with whom 
went many of the moft diftinguifhed officers, 
both for the land and fea fcrvice, that were 
then in England : the fleet, for its number of 
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ftips, and for the land foldiers and manners 
aboard, being the moft considerable that, in 
thofe times, "had been feen. 

On the firft of June they foiled from Ply- 
mouth* but were forced to pat back by a con- 
trary wind ; which changing, they took the; 
firil opportunity of patting again to iea. On 
the eighteenth of the fame month they ar- 
rived at Cape St* Vincent, where they met 
with an Irifli bark, which informed them that 
the port of Cadiz was full of (hips, and that 
they had no notice whatever of the failing of 
the Englifh fleet, or that fuch an expedition 
was fo much as intended* 
^ After this welcome news they purfued their 
voyage, an$j, on the twentieth, in the morn- 
ing, they anchored near St. Sebaftian's, on the 
weft fide of the ifland of Cadis, where the ad- 
miral would have had the forces debarked, in 
order to their immediately attacking the town ; 
which Eflex cauied to be attempted, bat found 
to be impracticable ; and, upon the advice of 
Sir Walter Ral&igh, defifted. Camden, in- 
deed, charges this ra(hne& upon. Effex, ; huf 
Sir Walter Raleigh, who is certainly better au- 
thority in this point, ftates it the other way. 

It was then propoicd by the earl to begin 
with attacking the fleet, which was a very ha- 
zardous enterprize, but, at laft, . agreed to by 
the lord -admiral ; on which Eflex, when he 
received the news, threw his hat into t 
fea for joy. The next day, this gallant rek 
lution was executed with all imaginable bn 

ven 



irstf* aaa*, in point of fervke, none did bet* 
ter, or h,azar4«4 his perfon more,- than the 
earl of Eflex, who, in his pwu fbip, the Duo 
J^epulfe, went to the afltfiance of Sir Walter 
Raleigh, an4 offered, if it had been neceflaryy 
to have feconded him in boarding the St. Phi* 
lip. Tfce Spaniards behaved, very gallantly, 
fo long $s there were any topes ; and, when 
there were none, fet fire to their flripa and re* 
tired* • - 

The earl of Effex then landed eight hundred 
men at the Purttall ; and> having firft taken 
proper meafiue^ fpr deftrpyiag the bridge, 
ne^t attacked the place with fo much fury, 
tha£ it was quickly taken ; and, the next day, 
the citadel furrendered upon a capitulation, by 
which 3 great ranfom waa ftipulated for the 
town. An offer, was then made of two mil* 
lions pf ducats to fpare the fhips, and more 
flight have been obtained ; but the lord high* 
admiral faid, He. came there to costume, and 
not to cpmjppujid : of which when theiipani* 
ards were informed, they relolved to have the 
burning of their own fleet, which they act 
cordiogly ft* on fire ; their lofa by which waa 
computed at twenty millions. 

The earl was very defirous of keeping Ca- 
diz,, which he offered to have done with a 
very fmall garrifon ; but the council differed 
from him in opinion : fo that, having plun- 
dered the ifland and demolifhed the forts, they, 
embarked on the fifth of July, and bore away 
for the port of Faxro, in Algarve, which they 

plundered 
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plundered and deftroyed. Thence they pro- 
ceeded to Cape St. Vincent, and, being 
driven by a brifk wind out to fea, it fell under 
co ^deration, whether they (fiould not fail for 
the Azores, in hopes of intercepting the plate 
fleet, which was carried in the negative ; and 
the earl*s proposal, with two of her majefty's 
ihips, and ten others, to rhake this attempt, 
wj:s rejected likewife : which Mr. Camden at* 
tributes to the defire of Come of the officers, 
who had made large booties, to get their trea- 
fure fafe on wore They looked in* however, 
at Corunna, and the earl would have pro* 
ceeded to St. Andreo -and St. Sebaftian ; but 
others thinking they had done though, the 
fleet returned profperoufly to Plymouth on the 
eighth of Auguft following ; : and the earl,, 
with his fquadron, two days after. 

He was very well received by the queen, 
and highly applauded by the people '; but, a* 
it was too common with him, not entirely fa- 
tisfied in himfelf ; which induced him to write; 
at* a time when fame faults were imputed to 
him, a kind of narrative of this exploit, and* 
a cenfure upon other mens cOndudl; which 
gained him little credit, and did him left 
good. 

- Yet, whatever might be the ientiments* of 
the wifer part of the court, it appears plainly 
that, upon his return from- this expedition, the 
earl of Effex flood very high in the favour of 
the queen and of the nation ; and, perhaps, 
it might have gained him an acceifiort of fa*. 

vour 
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vdur with the former, if -the efari had not en* 
joyed (o much of the lattec, or had teemed to> 
Value it lefs than he did : but, as he had little 
©f diflimulatkra in his temper, fo the warmth 
with which he difcovered either his afFe&ion or 
diilike, expofed him continually to thef] nifter 
practices of his enemies, who we*e thoroughly 
(killed in thofir acts whick he k«ew leaft 
about: ...''• -..,.•• 

They infinuaced, therefore, ' to the queen, 
that, cor.fidering the earl's popularity, it 
would not be at all expedient for »ner fer* 
vice to receive fuch- as he recommended to 
civil employments ; and this they carried fb 
far as to make even his approbation deftrudive 
to mens fortunes whom they had encouraged 
and recommended theanfelves. A thing hardly 
K>' be credited if we had not the higheft evi- 
dence to prove it. 

, It was a natural confequence, that the earl 
mould behave to thofe he took to be the au- 
thors of: fitch counfels with vifible-irtarkd of 
anger and difcontent ; and this conduct of; his 
made him frequently upon bad terms even 
with, the queen toerielf, who was a princefs 
very jealous of her authority, a. d r in cafes of 
this nature, bore but very indifferently with 
zr.y expostulations. However, as-*well out of 
her natural kindnefs to him, as from a defire 
•f (hewing a juft acknowledgment for his. late 
fervice, . ffie, was pleafed, on die nineteenth of 
March, 1597, to appoint him mailer of the 
•idnance by patent* 
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. TWs, Aetna to have bad a .good effect ife 

Slitting the mind, and raUbg the fpirit* o# 
is great nobleman, who, opon a report that 
the Spaniards. were forming a dew fleet at Fer-r- 
fol and Coranna, for the invafion of Ireland at 
leaft, if not England* readily offered ids far* 
*ice to the qaeen, an^chearfnlly declared, a* 
Camden alums us* chat he would either da* 
feat this new armada, which had threatened 
England for at year together, or perifh in* the* 
attempt. The guecn, well pfcafed with thoa 
propoial, gave it all the countenance that 
could be defired, and can&d a considerable 
fleet, though not kk confiderabteaa tf|e aoHost 
tequtrcd, to be eijnippcd for this iemee y. and 
the earl jrf" Efle* was: appointed general, ad* 
miral, and commander; hi chief. 

We may gnef& at the~i»tere& which the 
earl had in the fuccefs of this voyage by the 
bomber of his friends who engaged therein a* 
volunteers ; and, amongft them of the nob** 
Itty, were the earls of. Rutland and. South* 
ampum, and the lords Cromwell and Rich. 
His /anguine hopes, however, were, in ibstf* 
r&eafore difappoinfted ; for, failing aboat. the 
ninth of July front Plymouth, they m^t x at 
fixty leagues diffence, with fo rough a florin, 
and of -four-days continuance, that abey were 
obliged to pot back to Plymouth, where they 
remained wind-bouad for a month-; in- which 
time a great part of their provihone was con- 
famed • 

While 



ROBERT PEVEREUX. 6$ 

While the fleet was thus laid up, the earl 
of Eflex and Sir Walter Raleigh let out poft. 
for the court, in order to receive frelh in ft ruc- 
tions. The propofals made by EfTex, even 
after this difappomtment, were very bold and 
great; but, as Camden feems to infinuate, 
very difficult and dangerous, if not impracti- 
cable ; fo that the queen would not counte- 
nance his projects, but rather left the direction 
of the expedition to the commanders in chief, 
according as the feafon and circumftances 
might encourage or permit. The fame hifto* 
rian, and almoft all who have written upon, 
this fubjeel after him, fpeaks of an old mif- 
underftanding between EfTex and Sir Walter 
before they left England * which was produc- 
tive of moft of the mifchiefs that afterwards, 
happened ; which there is good reafon, how- 
ever, to believe a groundless imputation upon, 
both ; for, among 11 other papers of a very 
carious and inftructive nature, which havefiacc 
been published in a very valuable collection, 
are the letters of Rowland White, efcj, to Sir 
Robert Sidney, at that time governor of JFlufh- 
ing ; and w£ learn from him, that, in the be- 
ginning of the year 1597, there were great 
intrigues at court, where fecretary Cecilwas 
the mofl favoured counfell or, had long private 
conferences with the queen, and retarded or 
advanced mens fuits at his pleafure. EfTex, at 
this time, was in fome difcontent, though a 
great favourite likewife, and kept; or was faid-, 

* *" to' 
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to keep, his bed when he was not very fick j 
receiving frequent meflages from the queen, 
and having alio private audiences. 

In the beginning of the month of March, 
Sir Walter Raleigh had feveral private inter* 
views with the earl, in order to bring about a 
good undemanding between him and the ie- 
Cretary, which he urged would have feveral 
good confequences; fuch as, making the queen. 
eafy, removing a great obftacle in the ma- 
nagement of public affairs, and contributing 
not a little to forwarding the fcherues concert- 
ed for humbling the common enemy. It is 
eafy to fee from hence, that there could be no 
pique between the earl and Sir Walter Raleigh ;, 
for if there had, Sir Robert Cecil, was too- wile 
am an to ha \ e em p loye d h im ► 

While this treaty was in negotiation* there 
was a competition for the office of warden of 
the Cinque Ports, Sir Robert Cecil fupporting 
the new lord Cobham, and the earl of Eftex. 
recommending Sir Robert Sidney firft, and,. 
finding that would not do, (landing for it him- 
ielf i upon which it was propofed that he 
(hould accept of the mafteffhip of the ord- 
nance; which he did* Soon after this, Sir 
Henrv Leigh was, at the recommendation of 
the earl of EiTex, made knight of the garter ; 
and the earl concurred in promoting the lord 
Borows to the government of Ireland. 

. fn May, the treaty was in a manner con- 
cluded ; the eatL by the mediation of Sir 

~ Walter ♦ 
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Walter Raleigh, was reconciled to the fecre- 
tary, and they concerted together all the mea- 
sures preparatory to the ifland expedition : 
and from the fame letters we learn, that Sir 
Walter Raleigh, who was entrufted with the 
care of victualing the fleet, had been remark- 
ably civil to the earl of Eflex, in what related 
to the proviilon of his own (hip ; and, when 
they were obliged to return by contrary winds* 
Mr. White reprefents their coming to London 
together, as Ae effects of their perfect intel- 
ligence, and does net give the lead hint of 
any variance between them. 

As foon a- the ileet was repaired, pni the 
land forces debarked, that, by the queer's com- 
mand, were to remai 1 at home, they failed 
again from Plymouth on the Seventeenth of 
Auguft; having now two points in view, the 
one to burn the Spanilh fL*c-: ;n their own har* 
bours, the other to intercept the ilups they 
expected from the Wett-InJk*. Cambdea 
blames Eflex for appearing openly within fight 
of the Spanifh coait, and thcieoy alarming 
flie enemy ; but Sir William Mon (on acquaints 
us with the true realbn of the ear' * « ^udufl ;• 
which was, by making a fhow of a r.v ihips, 
to draw out the enemy's fleet, it bcin? found 
impofTible to burn them in port. Hj aiio in- 
Jinuates, that Sir Walter Raleigh kept at <l 
diftance from the fleet; which was another dif- 
couragement: but, from the beft accounts we 
have, this alfo appears to be a groundlefs ima-. 
gSoation. Sir Walter is afterwards faid to 

have 
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have feparated from the fleet by defign, under 
pretence of repairing his (hip ; but Sir Wil- 
liam Monfon tells us. plainly, that this repa- 
ration was owing to an in wuntary mifcaxriage 
in Eflex bimfelf. When they joined again at 
the iflands, it appears plainly that EfTex and 
Raleigh were very good friends notwithffonding. 
there were fome, on both fides, who laboured 
all they could to incenfe .them agaiuft each 
other. 

When they had refreshed at Flores, Eflex 
commanded Raleigh to fail for Fayall, whicbL 
he intended to attack with the whole foet^ 
but Sir Walter coming there firft, and Appre- 
hending that the fmajleil delay might haver 
prevented their defigji, very gallantly attack-. 
e,d, and very happily fucceeoed, in making, 
himfelf mailer of the iflanij before the arxiyal 
of EiTex with the reft *>( the fleet* This gasei 
dccafion to Sir Walter's enemies tp reprefen* 
his vigilance and activity in the light of dis- 
obedience and contempt to EfFex, which oc-i 
cafioned very high diiputes i but, by the io* 
terpofnion of lord Thomas Howard, all thing** 
Were comnromifed; Sir Walter excnied what 
had happened to the eajl, and the earl accepted 
his excufe^ As tjie relations of this, which £» 
called The Wand Voyage, already p«bH(hed» 
are very exa&, and in themfelves larger thao. 
this whole life, it cannot be expected that we- 
fliould enter rjere mo, ajl the particulars of 
this voyage ; we . inall J.l?exefore content ouf - 
ielves wi$ o|>ferving, that, ' jjotwitMajriiag* 

the 
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the Spanish fleet efcaped, and fome other out- 
ward accidents happened, in which the ear! 
was not altogether without blame, yet three 
fllips from the HaVahttah, the cargoes of which 
amounted to near one hundred thoufand 
pounds, were taken ; by whkh, the bell part 
of the expences of the undertaking Were de- 
frayed, and fo the fleet returned to England 
towards the clofe of October. The earl, of 
E/fex immediately began to (hew evident 
figns of deep difpleafure, he retired to his 
houfe at Wanftead, and, under pretence of 
ficknefi, abfented himfelf from the fervice of 
parliament then fitting. Cambden reports; 
that his diflatisfaftion arofe from the lord ad- 
miral's being created earl of Nottingham in 
his abfence, with fome particular claufes in the 
preamble of his patent, which, as they were 
highly honourable for that noble peer, Eflex 
conceived threw fome difparagement upon 
himfelf. And, by way of fa tis faction, he was* 
created earl marfhal of England •> on the twen- 
ty eighth of December, i ^ 97 ; and took his 
place in parliament accordingly, on Wednef- 
' day the eleventh of January following. 

It is generally agreed, that this noble per- 
ibn had nothing of difliraulation in his nature; 
and therefore, having obtained this new favour 
of the queen, he was perfectly well pleafed, 
and very readily promifed Sir Robert Cecil, 
fecretary of flate, who was appointed to exe- 
cute a commiffion of great importance to the 
French king, that nothing to the prejudice of 

his 
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his intereft (hould be done in hit abfence, with* 
out which promife the fecretary would not 
have gpne : and this he not only performed 
with the utmoft pun&uality, but even dis- 
charged the (ccretary's bufinefs, in his abf nee, 
with care and vigilance. Bat, in the month 
of May, 159^, Sir Robert Cecil returning to 
England with new notions in relation to the 
peace, there quickly arofe freih difputes in the 
council about the expediency of that meafure, 
which was very earneftly, as well as eloquently 
preffed by the old and wife lord treafurer Bur- 
leigh ; and as warmly decried by the earl of~ 
EtTex, who wanted not very "plaufible reafons 
in fupport of what he faid. The treafurer, 
at length, grew into a great heat ; infomuch 
that he told the earl, that he Teemed to be in- 
tent upon nothing but blood and (laughter. 
EfTex explained hum (elf upon this, that the 
blood and daughter of the queen's enemies 
might be very lawfully his intention': that he 
was not again ft a folid, but a fpecious and pre- 
carious peace ; that the Spaniards were a fub- 
tle and ambitious people, who had. contrived 
to do England more mifchief in time of peace 
than of war ; and, that, as to an .enemy, 
whofe hands it was impoffible to bind by trea- 
ty, it was better not to tie up our own. The 
treafurer at Jaft drew out a prayer-book, in 
which he (hewed EfTex this expreffion, «« Men 
of blood (hould not live out half their days." 
As the earl knew well enough, that various 
methods would be ufed to prejudice the com*.' 
• * • '* . . , . mo< j 
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mon people againft him* more efpecially fuch 
as 10 any degree got their living by trade, or 
thought themfelves opprefled by the taxes le- 
vied for the fupport of the war, he reiblved to 
write a vindication of his own proceedings, 
and to deliver his own arguments, with all 
the advantages that his own pathetic eloquence 
could give them; which he add retted to his 
dear friend Anthony Bacon, and which ftili 
remains a memorial of his great virtues and 
admirable abilities. About this time died the 
lord treafurer Burleigh $ which was a great 
misfortune to the earl of Eflex, fince the re- 
membrance of his father, the- trait repofed in, 
' him by committing this his el deft fon to his 
care, and the refpecT and obedience which 
had been fhewn him by the young lord for 
feveral years, preserved in him a tendernefs 
for his perfon, and a real concern for his for- 
tunes : bat,- when that great counfellor was 
gone, thofe who hated the earl, a&ed without 
reftraint, crofled whatever he propofed, flop. 
ptd the rife of every man he loved, and treated 
all his projects with an air of fupercilious con- 
tempt, except one, which they thought would 
be his ruin. 

' • By the death of the lord- treafurer Burleigh, 
the chancel lorfhip of the ^univerfity of Cam- 
bridge became vacant ; upon wh ch, that 
learned body chofe the earl -of Effex in his 
room. tJpon this account he went down to 
pay them a vifit, was entertained at Queen's- 
College with great magnificence ; and, as a 

proof 
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pfoof of their affection, the room in which he 
fay was, long after, diftmguiJhed by the name 
of Eflex-chamber. We may account this one 
of the laft inftances of this great man's felicity, 
for he was now advanced too high to fit at eafe ; 
and thofe who loosed for his honours and 
employments, very bufily fiudied how they 
might bring about his fall. 

The firft fttock he had given bun in the 

Sueen's favour, was on the (core of the peribn 
e propofed to be fent over to Ireland, before 
he was drawn to have thoughts of going thi* 
ther himfelf j and though, in appearance* 
he was reconciled and reftored to die queen's 
favour, yet there is good reafon to doubt 
whether it was ever recovered in reality ; or, 
at leaft, td the degree in which he formerly 
held it. 

An event happened much about this time* 
which {hewed the fentiments the enemies of 
England had of this noble perfon, and ought 
therefore to have endeared him to foch as had 
a real affection for their country : there wat 
one Edward Squire feized and imprisoned for 
treafon, and his cafe came out to be this ; he 
had been a groom in the queen's (tables, went 
afterwards to fea with Sir Francis Drake, wai 
taken prifoner and carried to Spain, where he 
was perfuaded by a jefuit to undertake potion* 
ing the earl of Effex, and afterwards queen 
Elizabeth : for performing which he had poi-» 
fon given him in a bladder. He found meant' 
to rub this, as he was directed, upon the pom- 
mel 



ROBERT DEVEREUX. 75 

mel of the queen's (addle; got himfelf after* 
wards recommended to ferve on board the 
earl's (hip in the ifland voyage, where, in 
like manner, he poifoned both the arms of 
bis great chair ; yet no cffeft followed in 
either cafe. Upon this, the SpanHh jcfuit, 
fufpecling the man and not his drug, cau fed 
information to be given in England againft 
Squire, who, finding himfelf betrayed by his 
confeflbr, opened the whole fcene, and plainly 
acknowledged his endeavours to difpatch botn 
the queen and the earl ; for which he was de* 
fcrvedly executed. 

The miseries of Ireland continued all this 
time, or rather increafed ; and, when propo- 
fals were made, in the queen's council, for 
fending over a new governor, with certain re. 
fhi&ions ; Eflex took occafion of (hewing, 
that nothing had been hitherto fo expenfive 
as an ill-timed frugality ; and, that the Irifh 
rebels had been the only gainers by the re- 
ft rain t put upon the Engliih deputies. Thofe 
who hated this noble perfon, were not dif- 
pleafed when they found „ him in this difpo- 
fition, and, at length, took, in their turn, 00 
•cation from- his objections, to fuggeft, that che 
tptal reduction of that iflai.d was to be ex- 
peeled from none but himfelf; which, at firft, 
he declined : but perceiving that he could 
enjoy little quiet or comfort at home; that it 
was with difficulty he maintained his credit ; 
and that, by failing the expectations of his 
friends,' he (hould gradually loft them, he 

Vol. IV, E conferred 
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contented to accept that fatal prdfertwent, a*4 
agreed to go- over into that kingdom whkfc 
had been the grave of his father's fortunes* 
and which his beft friends fbrefew would prove 
the gulph of his own. Jt i$ indeed tree that 
lie had a great army granted him, and that 
due care was taken for the payment of k; 
that his powers were very large, and his ap- 
pointments very great; but thefe were ob- 
tained with many ftruggles, and notice wa* 
taken of every thing he promifed, or feemed 
to promife, in order to obtain them ; and, 
when ail things were regulated, he was ib far 
from going with alacrity, as to a place which 
he had fought, and to a command which he 
meditated for the fake of greater things, that 
he feemed rather to look upon it as a banira*. 
Bient, and a place affigned him to retreat front 
his fovereign's preterit difpleafure, rather than 
a potent government bellowed upon him bf 
her favour. 

The truth of this may be not only probably 
collected, but in fome meafure proved, front 
an epiftle of his to the queen, written after 
his appointment to the government of Ireland^ 
and ^before his going thither, of which there 
is a very imperfect copy in the Cabala ; but 
that lofs is now fupptied, by the following 
full and correct tranicript of that valuable and 
authentic paper, from the collections in the 
Harleian library. If we confider the earl's 
Character, and how incapable he was of di£> 
fembling, the weight of this evidence will be 

the 
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fte greater } but, without taking in that, the 
very ftile of the letter is fuch as wilt put all 
fuipicion of artifice out of the cafe ; which 
will teach the reader what to think of the de- 
claration of his treasons, that (tends entirely 
upon this bottom, that he bad plotted a revo- 
lution in England before he went to Ireland ; 
and defired die lieutenancy that he might put 
himfelf at the head of an army, and enter 
into a confederacy with the rebels* <• 

** To the Queen, 

*< From a mind delighting m forrow ; from 
Spirits wailed with paflton ; from a heart torn in. 
pieces with care,, grief, and travail, from a mart 
that hateth hrmfelfl and all things elfe thatkeea 
liim alive ; what fervice can yonr majeity e»- 
pecl, fince any fervice paft deierves no more 
than banifhment and profcription to the cur- 
fedeft of all iflands ? It is your rebels pride 
and fucceffion mull give me leave to ranfom 
rayfelf out of this hateful prifon, out of my 
loathed body ; which, if it happen fo, your 
ttiajefty (hall have no caufe to miflike the fa- 
shion of my death, fince the courfe of my life 
could never pleafe you. 

" Happy he could finifti forth his fate 
'«' In fome unhaunted defert, moil obfcure 

** From all facie ty, from love and hate 
** Of worldly folk; then ihouldhefleepfecure; 

E * " Then 
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" Then wake again, and yield God ever praifc j 
** Content with hips, and haws, and bramble- 
berry ; 
" In contemplation paffing out his days, 
" And change of holy thoughts to make him 

merry : 
"Who, when he dies, his tomb may be a bum, 
* 4 Where harmless Robin dwells, with gentle 
Thrum. 

Your majefty's exiled fervant, 
ROBERT ESSE X." 

On the twelfth of March, 1^98, his com- 
miffion for lord lieutenant pa/Ted the great- 
feal 5 and, on the twenty-feventh of the fame 
month, about two in the afternoon, he fet out 
from Seething lane, and palling through the 
city in a plain habit, accompanied by many of 
*he nobility, he was attended by vaft crowds 
of people out of town ; and it was obferved, 
with a view, perhaps, to prepare the world 
to have a bad opinion of his conduct, that the 
weather was exceeding fair when he took 
horfe, but, by that time he came to Iflington, 
there was a heavy ftorm of rain, attended with 
thunder and lightning. The like bad weather 
he met with at Tea, fo that he did not arrive at 
Dublin, or take upon him his charge, before 
the fifteenth of April, 1C99. 

He found things in that country in a date 
very different from what he expettdd, and 
perceived that there was nothing to be done, 
at lead to any purpofe, till he was well ac- 
quainted 
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quainted with the country in which he was to 
aft. He found, likewife, that the new-raifed 
men he had brought over were altogether un- 
fit for action, till they were feafoned to the 
country* and well acquainted with discipline. 
Thefe confiderations hindered him from march- 
ing directly to Ulfter, for fear Tir-Oen fhould 
make any advantage of his weaknefTes ; and 
the council defiling that he would fapprefs 
Ibme diforders in Munfter, he thought that a 
fair occafion of exercifing his new troops, and 
did it effectually. 

On his return to Dublin, that very day two 
months on which he arrived at his government, 
lie wrote a letter to the queen, containing a 
free, fair, and full reprefentation of the ftate 
of things in that country * which moft admira- 
ble performance, pointing out all the fteps that 
were afterwards taken, and by which his fuc- 
Ceflbr made an end of the war, remains upon 
record in Ireland ; but, of the contents there- 
of, not a fyllable is. mentioned in Cambden 
or the reft of our hiftorians. This letter he 
fen* over to the queen by his Secretary, in 
liofgs that from thence (he might have de- 
jived a juft notion of the ftate of things in 
that ifland; but it produced no fuch effeft :' 
on the contrary, the queen was exceedingly 
provoked that he had not marched into U liter, 
111 order to attack Tir Oen, and repeated her 
orders upon that head in very ftrong terms. 
Before thefe arrived, however, Sir Henry Har- 
rington, with ibme of the frew troops, had 

£ $ been 
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been worried by the Q'Brian* i which ft) pro- 
voked EiTex, that he caufed the remains of 
thofe troops to be decimated; which, with 
the throwing a foldier over board in his laft 
expedition, with his own bands, are the only 
initances of fe verity recorded of him. 

When he received the queen's ordeis, and 
was on the point of marching into Ulfter, hm 
was prevailed upon to enter the country o£ 
Ophaly, to reduce the O'Connor* and the 
OMoores ; which he performed; bat hi* 
troops were fo barrafied and diminished there* 
by, that^ witii the advice and confer* of the> 
council of Ireland, he wrote home for a re- 
cruit of two thoufand inen. In die midft o€ 
thefecroflesin Ireland, an army was fuddealp 
raifed in England, under the command of thi 
earl of Nottingham ; no-body well knowing 
Vihyz but, in reality, from the fuggeftipns of 
the eari's enemies, to tjve queen, that he ra|Jm> 
ineditated an iovafion on his native cfmjt$ry* 
than the ied«ftion of the Iri/h rebels. 
. At length* Eflex, intending for UlUer, fenfc 
carders to Clifford* who commauded in Con~. 
caught, to march towards the enemy on ^at 
fide, that Tir-Ocu might be obliged ty. di- 
vide his forces ; which was executed, bat with 
inch ill fortune, that the Englilh* being fur-* 
prifed, were beaten, with the lo£s of their 
commander in chief, together with Sir Alex- 
ander RatclifFe* and one hundred and fotfjr 
men. 
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Upon the arrival of die fuccours which he 
had /demanded, he marched, though with a 
{ball force, againft Tir-Oen,. in the latter end 
of the month of Auguft ? but, on' the eighth 
of September fotiowing, was prevailed upon 
to confer with him alone at the ford of Balla- 
clynch; and afterwards with counsellors on 
both fides, when he concluded a peace for fie 
weeks, and fo from fix weeks to fix weeks tfrl 
May ; provided that, on a fortnight's notice* 
either party might be at liberty ta Jerome the 
war. 

jffe was led to this by the weak and deipe- 
male rdbbitkm he had taken of returning to- - 
England, whither he had once (brae thoughts of 
Uaoiportiog a body of his forces, but was dtf~ 
Auded from it by ass friends. However, up- 
on receiving a (hasp letter, dire&ed- to- him 
atnd the council, from the queers he deter- 
mined to ftay so longer, fettled the govern- 
ment in the beft manner he could, and, with* 
a few of his friends, came over to England.. 

He arrived before any novice could be re*' 
eeived c£ hi? defign ; went diredtly to the 
court at Nonfuch, and prefented bimfclf to> 
the queen, on the twenty-eighth of September,, 
where he met with a tolerable reception ; but 
was, (bon after, committed,, treated with a- 
mixture of kindnefs and feverity, till, upon 
his abfolute fubraiffion, he was brought before 
fome-of the privy- council 5 feverely reprimand- 
ed, difmided from the board, folpended from 
the exercife of ail his great, offices, except 

£ 41 than 



•■v. 



80 BRITISH PLUTARCH.' 

that of matter of the horfe, and committed to 
a keeper, Sir Richard Berkley, who was, not' 
long after, withdrawn. 

Jn the fummer of the year 1600, he recover* 
ed his liberty; and, in the autumn following, 
h« received Mr. Cuffe, who had been his fe» 
cretary in Ireland into his councils ; who la- 
boured to perfuade him, that fubmiffion would 
never do him any good ; that the queen waa 
in the hands of a fadtion, who were his ene- 
mies ; and, that the only way to reftore hit> 
fortune, was to find the means of obtaining- 
an audience, in which he might be able to 
rcprefent his own cafe, let that means be 
What it would. The earl heard this dange- 
rous advice without confenting to it, till he 
found there was no hopes of getting his farm 
of the fweet wines renewed ; then, it is (aid, 
that, giving loofe to his paffion, he let fail 
many vehement expreffions ; and, amongftthe 
reft, this fatal reflection, That the queen grew 
old and cankered, and that her mind was as 
crooked as her carcafe. Cambden (ays that 
this was aggravated by fome of the court la- 
dies, whom he had difappointed in their in- 
trigues. The earl of Clarendon ieems to 
Aifpeft the truth of it, bat another great his- 
torian, who knew all the paflages of thofe 
times well, is more clear in this refpecl. Thofe 
enemies, who had exaft intelligence of all he 
propofed, having provided effectually againft 
the execution of his defigns, hurried him up- 
•a his fate, by a raeflage &x& on the evening 

of 
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of the fevcnth of February, requiring him to 
attend the council ; which he declined. He 
then gave out that they fought his life* kept 
a watch in Eflex-houfe all night, and (amnion- 
ed his friends, for his defence, the next morn- 
ing- 

The queen, being informed of the great re- 
fort of people of all ranks to the earl, fent the 
lord-keeper Egerton, the earl of Worcefler, 
Sir Francis Knolles (his ancle by the mother** 
fide) and the lord* chief- judice Popham, to 
know his grievances ; whom, after a (hort and 
ine'iFcdu-al conference, he confined ; and then, 
attended by the earls of Rutland and South- 
ampton, the lord Sands, the lord Monteagle, 
and about two hundred gentlemen, he went 
into the city, where the earl of, Bedford, the 
lord Cromwell, and fome other gentlemen; 
joined him ; bat hi sdepen dance on the popu* 
lace failed him ; and Sir Robert Cecil pre- 
vailing upon his brother, the lord Barleigh, 
to go with Sir Gilbert Dethiek, then king at 
arms, and proclaim EiTex and his adherents 
traitors, in the principal ilreets, the earl 
fbund.it. impoflible to return to his houfe by 
land;; and, therefore, fending Sir Ferdinando 
Gorges tbeibre to releafe the chief juilice, who, 
for his own fake, thought at to extend that: 
order to the reft of the privy coanfellorsj the- 
earl, with his. principals attendants, returned 
in boats to Effex-houfe ; which was quickly 
inverted by the earl of Nottingham, lord-* 
-admiral, with a great force ; to whom, after 

E 5 many 
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many difputes, and fome blood fpilt, lie and 
his adherents at kfi furrendered. 

Eflex was carried that night to die aack* 
biihop «f Canterbury's palace at Lambeth* 
with the earl of Southampton, and the next 
day they were fent to the Tower. On the 
nineteenth of the fame month they were ar- 
raigned before their peers, and, after a long 
trial, they were found guilty, and fentence o£ 
death pronounced by the lord fiuckhurft, wha 
fat as ford-high-fteward. Upon this rneian* 
choly occafion, all that Eflcx faid, was # <\ If 
her majcfty had pleaied, this body of mine 
might have done ner better fervice; however* 
I (hall be glad if h may pacta feraeeable ta 
her any way." 

After he was remanded to the Tower, there* 
were great pains taken to draw from him very 
large and rail confeffions ; which was the 
more eafy, as he was truly and fincerely pious ^ 
and, after he was once perfuaded, that hie 
projett was of a treaibnable nature, he made 
a point of confluence to difclofe all he knew, 
though k was highly prejudicial to his friends, 
x and could do no good to himielf ; and, indeed* 
he did not appear either to defign or defire it* 
Two leafbns ieem efpecially to have moved 
men as iet on foot thefe practices, by which 
the honefty of Eflex was rendered fetal even 
to his laffc breath ; and they were fuch as be- 
came politicians, who had nothing butfelf- 
intereft in view V which, if they could pro* 
mote, they had not either c onfidexauou or pitjr 

f<B» 
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for others.. The firft yra& 9 that/ by his pro- 
per confefion, they might effe&ually eftablifl* 
the truth of his plot, lqcreafe: the number of 
its ctrcumftances, heighten the apparent dan- 
ger of its eonfequences, and thereby furnifli 
plentiful materials for proclamations, fermons* 
mad declarations, which might remove front. 
the unhappy earl all means of obtaining mer- 
cy ; excite in. the queen the utmoft horror ; 
and, at the fame time, terrify her with difmai 
apprehenfions, while the nation in general 
was aftonifhed, and their afFeflion for the un- 
happy earl cooled, or, at leafrv confounded. 
In all which, for a time, they gained tacit 
end. The othar motive was* finding out evi- 
dence againft the chief of his adherents* many 
ef whom were of great quality, and fome alfo 
of great fortune* whom they meant to let ef- 
capeoutof the briars, provided neverthelefr 
that they left their fleeces behind them ; ia 
which they were likewise but too fuccefsful*. 
rendering highly profitable to themfelves that 
clemency which their royal mill re fs would" 
have extended freely. 

After drawing out of Eflex all that he could 
fey, and thereby rendering death more defireablc 
to him than life, the twenty-fifth of February 
was fixed for his execution j as to which the 
queen was irrefolute to the very laft ; fo that 
me fent Sir Edward Cary to countermand it : 
but, as Cambden fays, coniidering afterwards 
his obftinacy, his refuting to afk her pardon* 
ami declaring that his life was inconfiftent 

E6 witfc. 
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with her fafety, {he countermanded thefe or* 
ders, and directed he fhould die. There is a 
. Jftrange ftory current in the world about a 
. ring, which the earl of Clarendon ftiles a loofe 
report, that crept into difcourfe foon after his 
miferable end | yet a foreign writer of great 
reputation, gives us this as an undoubted truth, 
and that upon the authority of an Englifh mi- 
nifter, who might be well prefumed to know 
what he faid ; and therefore, ixt the words. o£ 
that writer, we (hall report it. 

** It will not, I believe, be thought either- 
impertinent or disagreeable to add here what 
prince Maurice had from, the mouth of Mr* 
Carleton, embaflador from England in Hot* 
land, who died Secretary of ilate; fo well 
known under the name of my lord Dorchefter* 
and who was a man of ment. He faid, that 
queen Elizabeth gave the earl of EfTex a ring,, 
in the height of her paflion for him, ordering, 
him to keep it* and that whatever he fliould. 
commit, (he would pardon him, when he. 
fhould return that pledge Since that time,, 
the earl's enemies having prevailed with the 
queen, who befides was exafperated againft 
him for the contempt he mewed her beauty* 
which, through age, began to decay, (he 
caufed him to be impeached. 

" When he was condemned, fhe expelled 
that he would fend her the ring, and would 
have granted him his pardon according to her 
promrfe. The earl, finding himfelf in the 
laft extremity, applied to admiral Howard's 

lady, 
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lady* who was his relation, and defired Her,, 
by a perfon whom he could trull, to return the 
ring into the queen's own hand*. But hex 
huiband, who was orfe of the earl's greateffi 
enemies, and to whom ihe toU this impru- 
dently, would not fofFer her to acquit herfolfi 
of the commiifion * y fo that the queen conient* 
ed to the earl's death, being full of indigna* 
tion againft fuch a proud and haughty fpir.it, 
who chofe rather ta die than to implore hec 
nercy. 

** Some time after, the .admiral's lady felt 
fick, and, being given over by her phyficians* 
Hie fent word to the queen, that lhe had fome~ 
thing of great confcquence to tell her before 
fhe died. The queen came to her bed-fide* 
and having ordered all the attendants. to with* 
.draw, the. admiral's lady returned her, but toa 
late, that ring from the earl of Ettex, defiring 
to be excufed that lhe did not return it {boner* 
having been, prevented doing k by her huf- 
bancL 

«* The queen retired immediately, being 
overwhelmed with the utmoft grief ; fhe iighed 
continually for. a fortnight following* without 
taking any nourifhment* lying a- bed. entirely 
d re/Ted, and getting up an hundred times 
■a- night. At lail fhe died with hunger and 
with grief, becaufe {he had confented to the 
death of a lover who had applied to her for 
mercy. 

" This melancholy adventure fhews,. that 
there are frequent tractions from one pajBon 

to 
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to another ; and, that as love often change* 
to hate, fo hate, giving place Ibmetimias to^ 
pity r brings the mind back again into its irft. 
flate.* 

Sir Dudley Carleton, who is made the anv 
iftor of this dory, was a man who deferved" 
the character that is given of him, and could 4 
not but be well informed of what paffed af 
court: bat, -whoever considers the age of 
queen Elizabeth, at the time when the earl of 
Pfiex firft entered her prefence, will -find it- 
difficult to believe the queen ever confidered 
him in the light of a lover*. 

This countefs of Nottingham was the 
daughter of the lord vifcount Huafton, re- 
lated to the queen, and alio by his mother to 
the earl of Eflex. 

Before we part with this fubjecV it may no*. 
be anrift to obferve, that fomething of truth, 
•here certainly is as to the queen's death be- 
ing haftened by air accident relating to a ring*, 
and by her reflecting on the death of the earl 
of Effex. 

In the eeremony of her coronation* fhe war 
wedded to the kingdom with a ring, which (he 
always wore, till, the fteflr growing over it, 
it was filed off a Iktle before her deceafe. 
'About the fame time qbferving, that the lofs oF 
Effex* and the confuiion of his friends, had 
put her entirely into the hands of thofe who* 
began to neglec\ her, and court her fttcceflbr, 
fhe could not help faying in an excefs of paf* 
4on, •" They have now got me in a yoke* 

1 harts 
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I have nobody left me thai I san troft ; myr 
condition k the peife& repeaft of what it. 
wea." It it aifo true, that a mefancbo jy (eafa 
«tf this brought her to her ertd about twenty* 
five months after the «tea*h of Efle*. <* 

The manner of the earl's fyiftrieg deatlr "^ 
is fo largely related in Cambde*, and athers^v 
that we fhail not meddle with it here* farther > 
than to obfervc, that, aa many a&»oa* of hie 
life Jp*ke him a hero, fo this laft action (hem* 
ad him a true Chriftian, by snanifeftieg he wa* 
Sa left carefal of his bodythan his fool, aa4 
much moee afraid of hi* fin thaa his piminV 
arait. 

" On the twenty 4ifth of February* i6oi r 
which was the day appointed for his execution* 
Thomas Monntford and William Barlow,, 
cto&ors of divinity, wkh Afhton, the minifter 
of the church in the Tower, warn fent onto 
ban early in the morning to admini&er chr& 
tian conflation to his foul. In prefeace of 
fhefe men he gave thanks to almighty God 
from the bottom of his heart, that his de£gns r 
which were fo dangerous to the (fete, fucceed* 
ed not. He told them, he had now looked 
thoroughly and ferioofly into his fin, and waa 
heartily ibrry he had fo ohftinately defended 
an unjoft caufe at the bar. He thanked the 
qneen fee had granted he fhould not be pab- 
lickly executed, left his mind, which was now 
fettled and composed, might be difturbed by 
the acclamations of the people, pr otefting that 
he had now learned how vain & thing the 

blaft 
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Waft of popular favour and applaufe was. He 
acknowledged how worthy he was to be fpued 
out (thefe were his words) by the common- 
wealth, for the wickednefs of his enterprize, 
which he likened to a leprofy fprcad far and 
near, and that had infeded many, 

M The queen, in the mean time, wavered i» 
her -mind. One while relenting, (he fent her 
commands by Sir Edward Cary that he fhould 
not be executed ; but then remembering his 
perverfe obftinacy, that he fcorned to afk her 
pardon, and had declared openly that his life 
would be the queen's deftru&ion, ihe foon af- 
ter fent a freih command by Darcy, that h« 
ihould be put to death. 
. "Then he was brought^brth between the 
divines, t&afcaffbld'ereaed within the court- 
yard of the Tower; near which (at the earls- 
of Cumberland' and Hertford, vifcount How* 
ard of Bind on, the lord Howard of Walden, 
the lord Darcy. of Chiche, and the lord Comp* 
ton. There were prefent alfo fame of the al- 
dermen of London, and Sir Walter Raleigh, 
who,, if we may believe himfelf, came, with 
an intent to make anfwer if any thing mould 
be obje&ed again ft him by the earl at his death; 
but others thought he came to feed his eyes 
with a fight of the. earls fufferings, and to &* 
date his hatred with- his blood. But being ad* 
monifhed not to prefs upon the earl at his death. 
which. i$ the part rather of ignoble brutes, he 
withdrew himfelf further off, and beheld his 
execution out of the armory. 

The 
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€< The car!, as foon as he was come upon the 
fcafibld, uncovered his head, and, lifting up 
his eyes to Heaven, acknowledged that many 
and great had been the fins of his youth ; for 
which, with moft fervent prayer, he begged 
pardon of the eternal majefty of God, through 
Chrift his mediator; efpecially for this laft 
fin, which he termed a bloody, crying, and 
contagious fin, wherewith fo many had been 
(educed to fin againft God, their prince, and 
country. He befought the queen and her mi- 
nifters to forgive him, praying for her long 
Hfe and profperous eftate ; protefting withal, 
that he never intended to lay violent hands 
upon her peribn. He gave God thanks that 
he had never been atheift, or papift, but had 
placed all his hope and confidence in the me- 
rits of Chrift. He prayed God to ftrengthenr 
Us mind againft the terrors of death, dt firing 
the fianders-by to join with him in a ihort 
prayer; which, with broken fighs, and fer- 
vent affection of inward devotion, he prefently 
uttered. Afterwards, the executioner, afking 
forgivenefs, he forgave him : he recited the 
Apoftte's Creed, and then, laving himfelf 
down, placed his neck' upon the block ; and* 
having repeated the firft verfes of the fifty-firft 

rfaim, he (aid, " In humility and obedience, 
proftrate m>felf to my defervedpuni&ment : 
Thou, O God, have mercy on Thy proftrate 
fervant ; iata Thy hands, O Lord. I com- 
mend my fpunV 

Hit 
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" His head was taken off at the third ftrolte* 
but the iirft took away all fenfe and motion/' 

His character is , very fully drawn by Sir 
Henry Wotrpn, very fairly by Sir Robert 
Naunton, very faetyhy Cambden, and very 
finely touched by the mafrerly pen of the lorn 
Clarendon ; neither are there wanting fom& 
mfeful touches in OJborae, Fuller, Iioyd*. 
Winftaalejv and other writers of lej& fame* 
It appears, from .the, «ojnparitwio# thefe, that* 
in reipeft to the public, be was, tr*| j a patriot 
bad a great regard to his fovefeign's honour* 
and naief* zeal for Jiis caimtiy's fervice ; he 
valued bimfeif en lofing a fames jani a bro*- 
ther, and in (pending a great .pan of his fob* 
fiance in the caufe of both > bis projeds wecr 
Wgh, but very hononirft W? ; and die d^ttcuitiea- 
with which they wens einbai&fied* jfee&ed ra- 
ther to invite than to deje& feinu He was* 
however, too covetous of royal favoor, and 
fame fay,, nor *e§>eGVul enough K* tbe* 
royal perfon ; and, if there was any truth in, 
this, bis. fault was inexcusable^ the queen p* 
venting his merit by her favours; as welt aa. 
JewairtQng it by honours ; nor. did he 4*el the 
fonftine otily, bat *be dew /tf the court 3 
fince, if the Tlord~tfe«fores Buckhurfl com- 
EM^ed rigfcfc a»d he **** no en^tay to toy lor* 
of fcifes, he Ireceivcjd, in giants* ^crifansv 
and places, to the amount or three hundred 
thoufand pounds^ hut then* as he received ail. 
Ibis from, he fpent it for, the^pabtip ;..and, if 

be 
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lie fometimcs appeared covetous/ it was, that * 
he might be always generous ; for, to his ho- 
nour be k fpakc, learning never approached 
him ungraced, merit unrewarded, or want 
without receiving relief. His. fcvereurn's fa- 
vour he loft often ; the fidelity of his friends* 
and the affection of the people, never ; yet he 
ibmetimes trufted thofe who had been for- 
merly his enemies, and was not fortunate in 4ft 
his enterprizea; which, readers the wonder 
greater* 

As to his peribn, he is reported to bav* 
been tall, but not very well made j his conn* 
tenance referred ; his air rather martial than 
courtly* very carelefs in dxeis, and very little 
addicted to trifling diverfions. Learned h* 
was, and a lover of learned men ; wrote with 
that facility which U the true mark of genius % 
with that clofenefs and perfpicuky, which m 
the happieft fruits of learning ; and that noble 
Simplicity, which is the chara&eriftic of ar 
great mind. Sincere in his friend (hip, bufe 
not fa careful as he ought to have been in, 
waking a right choice ; found in morals, ex- 
cept in the point of gallantry ; and thoroughly 
well affe&ed to the proteft&nt religion, of 
which he had very juft notions, defpinng alike* 
the meanneis of fuperftttion and the felly of 
infidelity* 
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The LIFE or 



J O H N K N O X. 



JOHN KNOX, the principal direaorof 
J the reformation in the Scotch church, waar 
defcended of an ancient and honourable fa- 
mily ; and was born, in the year 1505. at 
Gilford, near Hadingtoun, in the county of 
Efift Lothian, in Scotland. He received the 
fir ft part of hi) education in the grammar* 
fchool of Hadingtoun, and from thence was* 
removed to the univerfity of St. Andrews, 
where he was placed under the tuition of the: 
celebrated Mr. John Mair ; and applied himfelf 
with fuch Uncommon diligence to the acade- 
mical learning then in vogue, that, in a (hort 
time, and while yet very young, he obtained 
die degree of mailer of arts. 

As the bent of his inclination led him 
ftrongly to the church, he turned thecourfe or 
U\s ftudies early that way ; and, by the ad-' 
vantage of his tutor's inftru&ions, foon became 
remarkable for his knowledge in fcholaftic 
theology ; (o that * he took prieft's orders be* 
fore the period ufually allowed by the canons : 
and, from being a learner of them, began 
himfelf to teach, with great applaufe, his be- 
loved 
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loved fcience. But, after feme time, upon a 
careful perufil of the fathers of the church, and 
particularly the writings of St. Jerom and St» 
Auftin, his tafte was entirely altered. He 
quitted the cobweb fubtilty of the fchools,and 
applied to a. plainer and more Jimple divi- 
nity. 

At his entrance upon this new courfe of 
ftudy, he attended the preaching of Thomas 
Guilliara, a black-friar, whofe fermons were 
of extraordinary fervice to him. This friar 
was provincial of his order in 1543* when 
the earl of Arran, then regent of Scotland; 
favoured the reformation; and Mr. George 
Wilhart, mentioned in our life of Beatoun, 
coming from England in the fucceeding year, 
with the commiffioners fent from king Henry 
VIII. Knox being of an inquifitive nature, 
learned from him the principles of the Proteft- 
ants ; with which he was fo pleafed, that he 
renounced the Romifh religion, and became a 
zealous reformer, having left St. Andrews a 
little before, being appointed tutor to the ions 
of the lairds of Ormiftoun and Languidry, 
who were both favourers of the reformation. 

Mr. Knox's ordinary re fide nee was at'Lan- 
guidry, where he not only inftrudled his pu- 
pils in the feveral parts of learning, but was 
particularly careful to inftil into their minds 
the principles of piety and the proteflant reli- 

tion : but this coming to the ears of the bi- 
. iop of St. Andrews, that prelate profecuted 

him 
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Jfrft with* ftich fe'verity, that he was frequently 
obliged to abrtond, and fly from place to 
place. Whereupon, being Weaned with fuel* 
continual danglers; he refolved to retire to 
Cermany, in which the new opinions were 
fireadingveryfeft; knowing that in England^ 
though the pope's authority was fupprefled, 
Jet the greater part of his doctrine remained in 
full vigour. But this defign being much di£ 
Hked by tfie fathers of botti his pupils, they, 
hy their importunity, prevailed with him to 
go to St. Andrews, about Eafter, 1547; and, 
lor his own fafety, as well as of that of their 
children, to take iheiter in the caftle, where 
they might all be fecure frbm the efforts of the 
Pkpifts, and he be in a condition to infinite 
the young gentlemen. 

' Here he began to teach his pupils in his 
tifbal manner. Befides the grammar, and the 
clafiical authors, lie read a catechifm to them, 
which he obliged them to give an account of 
publicly in the parifh-church of St. Andrews^ 
tie likewife continued to read to them the 
gofpel of St. John, proceeding where he left 
off at his departure from Languidry. This 
lecture he read at a certain hour, in the cha- 
pel within the cattle, whereat ieveral of the 
place were prefent. Among thele, Mr. Henry 
Bolnaveis, and John Rough, preacher there* 
being pleafed with the manner of his doctrine* 
began earneftly to entreat him to take the 
preacher's place : but he absolutely refufed $ 

alledging, 
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, ©fledging-, that he would not run where God 
4iad not carted him" ; meaning, that he would 
do nothing without a lawful vocation. Here- 
upon they deliberating die matter in a confuW 
tetkm with Sir David Lindfay, of the Mount^ 
tyon king at arms, a perfon of great prdbitf 
and learning, it was concluded to give Mf» 
Knox a charge publicly by the mouth of the 
preacher. Accordingly, Mr. Rough', upon the 
day agreed, preached a fermOn concerning the 
ekdion of . ministers ; and then addreffed 
himfelf particularly to Mr. Knox; who was 
by, and faid, " Brother, ye (hall not be of- 
fended, albeit I fpeak unto yon that which I 
fcave in charge, even from all thefe that are 
here prefent; which » this: In the name of 
©6d, and of Ms fon Jefos Chrlft', and in the 
frame of thefe that presently call upon you by 
*nv mouth, I charge yon that ye refufe not 
this holy vocation; but, as you tender the 
glory of God, the increafe of Chrift's king* 
domv the edification of your brethren, and the 
comfort of men, whom ye underitand well 
enough to be opprefled by the multitude of la- 
hours, that ye take upon you the public office 
and charge of preaching, even as you look to 
avoid God's heavy difpleafure, and defire he 
Ihould multiply his graces with you. 9 ' Then 
directing his fpeech to the. audience, he faid, 

• «« Was not this your charge to me, and do ye 
not approve this vocation f" They anfwered, 
** It was, and we do approve it,"- Whereat 

Mr, 
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Mr. Knox, abafhed, burft forth into moft # 
abundant tears, and withdrew into his cham- 
ber. 

His countenance and behaviour from thai 
day to the day he was forced to pre tent himfelf 
in the public place of preaching, iufficiently 
declared the grief and trouble of his heart; 
for no man law any fign of mirth in him, 
neither had he pleafurcto accompany any man 
for many days afterwards : but, on the Sun- 
day appointed, afcending the ^ pulpit, he 
preached a fermon upon Dan. vii. 23 — 28; 
from which text he proved, to the (atisfaclion 
of his auditors, that the pope was Antichriil, 
and that the do&rine of the Roman church 
was contrary to the doctrine of Chrift and his 
apoftles. He like wife gave the notes both of 
the true church, 'and of . the aatichriftiatt 
church, ^fcc. of which be gives a full, account 
in his hiflory. 

This fermon made a great noife ; and the 
popiih clergy being much incenfed at it, die 
abbot of Paifley, lately nominated to the fee 
of St. Andrew's, and .not yet eoniecrated, 
wrote a letter to the fub- prior, who, fede va- 
cante, was vicar-general, exprefling great fur-, 
prize, that fuch heretical and fchifmatical doc- 
trines were fuffered to be taught without oppo- 
fition, 

Upon this rebuke, the fub -prior called a 
convention' of grey and black friars, to meet N 
in St. Leonard's yard j where, by our preach- 
ers being convened, 1 they were charged with . 

feveral 
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levers! trfFences. Then the articles of the 
church were ready and the Tub-prior entered 
into a conference wkh Mr. Knox, wh6, after 
that, difputed with one of the friars upon fe- 
veral controverted points between the Papifts 
and the Proteftants. Popery fenfibly loft 
ground by the difpute ; and the fupporters of 
it found thcmfelves obliged to take another 
method to maintain its reputation. 

An order was pafled, obliging every learned 
perfon in the abby and uaiverfity to preach in 
the pariih churches by tarns upon Sundays, 
and, in their fermons, not to touch upon any 
controverted points. But Mr. Knox rendered . 
this caution ineffectual, by preaching on the 
week days ; when he took occafion to praife 
God that Chrift Jefus was preached, and no- 
thing (aid publicly againft the do&rtne he had 
taught them ; proteling withal, that, if, in 
his abience, they (hould (peak any thing 
which they forbore while he was prefent, 
that his hearers mould fufpend their judgment 
till it {hould pleafe God they (hould hear him 
again. And he was fo fuccefsful in his work, 
that all die people in the caftle, and a great 
number in J»e town, openly profefied the pro- 
tectant do&rine, and testified it by partaking 
of the Lord's Supper, in the fame manner it 
was adminiftered in the church of Scotland, 
after the proteftant religion was eftablilhed by 
law, anno 156a. " And this," (ays a learned 
author, " in 1547, was, perhaps, the firft 
time that the Eucharift was difpenied with 

Vol. IV, F in 
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in Scotland in the way of the reformed 
churches. 

. Mr. Knox continued thus in the diligent 
difcharge of his minifterial work, till July ia 
that year, when the caille was furrendered to 
tlte French. 

Mr. Knox, with the reft, was carried to 
Fxance, and remained a prifoner on board the 
gallies till the latter end of the year 1549; 
when, being fet at liberty, he palled to Eng- 
land ; and going to London, was there a- 
cenfed, and appointed preacher, firft at Ber- 
wick and next at Newcaftle. 

During this employ, he received a fummons, 
in 1551, to appear before Cuthbert Tonftal, 
hiihop of Durham, for preaching againft the 
mafs. 

In 1 £{2, he was appointed chaplain to king 
Edward VI. and, the enfuing year, he had 
the grant of forty pounds per annum till 
fome benefice in the church mould be conferred 
on him. The fame year he came into fome 
trouble on account of a bold fermon preached 
at Newcaftle, upon Chriilmas-day, againft 
the obftinacy of the Papifls : and, about the 
latter end of the year, viz. 1952, he returned 
to London ; and, being well efteemed by hit 
majefty and fome of the court, for his zealous ' 
preaching againft the errors of the Romiflt 
church, he was appointed to preach before the 
king and council at Weftminfter a little before 
his majefty'* departure thence. 

In 
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In this fermon he had feveral piercing 
glances againft foroe great men, who were 
iecretly well wifhers to the old fu perflation, 
though outwardly they fubmitted to the then 
preient eftabliihment. But, notwithstanding 
that it muft have been about this time, that 
the council fent to Cranmer, archbifhop of 
Canterbury, to beftow the living of AllhaK 
lows, in London, upon him, which 'accord- 
ingly was offered him ; out he -refofed it, not 
caring to conform to the Englifh Liturgy as it 
then flood. However, he ftill held his place 
of itinerary preacher; and, in thedifcharge of 
that office, going to Buckinghamshire, was 
greatly pleated with his reception at fome 
towns, particularly at Amermam, in that 
county; and he continued to preach there, 
and at other places, fome tune after queen 
Mary's acceffion to the throne. 

But, in .February that year, he left England, 
and, crofting the fea to Dieppe, in France, 
went from thence to Geneva ; where he had 
not been long, when he was called by the 
oongregadon of the Englifh refugees, then 
eftablifhcd at Franckfort, to be preacher to 
them. This vocation he obeyed, though un- 
willingly, at the command of. John Calvin: 
and he continued at Franckfort till fome of 
the principal perfons of his congregation, 
finding it impoffible to perfuade him to ufe 
the Englifli Liturgy, refolved to effect his re- 
moval from the place. 

F 2 I. 
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In that view, they accufed him to the ma- 
gistrates, of treafon, committed both againft 
their (bvereign, the emperor of Germany, and 
alfo againft their own ibvefeign in (England, 
queen Mary ; and the magistrates, not having 
it in their power to (ave him, if he (hould be 
required* either by the emperor, or, in his 
name, by qneen Mary ; gave bioi private no. 
tice thereof: which he no fooner received, 
than he fet out for Geneva ; where he ar- 
rived on the twenty- fixth of March, i ; 5 £ » but 
flayed there only till Auguft following ; when, 
refolvine, after fo long an abfence, to make a 
vifit to lis native country, he went to Scon 
land. 

Upon his arrival there, which was in the 
end of harveft, finding the profefibrs of the 
reformed religion much encreafed in number, 
and formed into a fociety under the infbe&ion 
of fome teachers, he affociated himfelf with 
them, and preached to them. Presently after 
this, he accompanied one of them, the laird 
of Dun, to his feat in the north $ where he 
ffoyed a month, teaching and preaching daily 
to considerable numbers who reforted thither ; 
among whom were the chief gentlemen in that 
country. 

From thence returning to Lothian, he re* 
tided, for the moft part, in the houfe of Cal- 
der, with Sir James Sandilands, where he met 
with many peribns of the fad rank ; viz. the 
maifter of £rflrine, afterwards earl of Mar; 

the 
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the lord Lorn, afterwards the earl of Argyle ; 
lord James Stewart, prior of St. Andrews, af* 
terwards earl of Murray and regent of Scot- 
land. With thefe noble perfonages be converted 
familiarly, and confirmed them in the truth of 
the proteftant do&rine. 

In the winter of 155;* he taught, for the 
moil part, in Edinburgh. About Chriftmas, 
1556, he went to the weft of Scotland, at the 
defire of fome proteftant gentlemen, and 
vreathed in many places in Kyle ; and in fome 
he celebrated the Eucharift after the manner of 
the reformed churches. He vifited likewife 
the earl of Glencairn, at his houfe of Fyn- 
laSfton in the county of Renfrew, and admini- 
ftered the facrament to his lbrdfhip's family. 

From thefe weftern parts he returned to the 
eaft, and refided feme time in Calder, where 
many reforted to him both for doctrine and the 
benefit of the facraments. 

From thence he went a (econd time to the 
laird of Dun's houfe, in the county of Mearns> 
where he preached more publicly than before, 
and adminiftered the facraments to many per- 
ions of note at their defire. 

The popiih clergy being greatly alarmed at 
this fuccefs of Mr. Knox, in protecting the 
proteftant caufe, fummoned him to appear 
before them in the church of Black Friars in 
Edinburgh, on the fifteenth of May, 1556 ; 
and feveral gentlemen of diftinclion, among 
whom was the laird of Dun, refolving to (land 
by him, he determined to obey the Simmons. 

F l *ut 
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But the profecution was dropped when thefci- . 
foops perceived fuch a considerable party in his 
favour. However, he went to Edinburgh on 
the day on which he was cited ; where he 
preached to a greater audience than ever he 
had dome before ; and in the bifhop of Dun- 
keld's great houfe he taught, both before and 
after noon, to great numbers, for ten days. 

At this time, the earl of Glen cairn pre- 
vailed with the earl marifchal, and his truftee^ t 
Henry Drummond, to hear one of Mr. Knox's 
feimons. They were extremely well fatisfied 
with his difcouHe, and proposed to him tot 
wiite to the queen- regent an earned letter, to , 
perfuade her, if pofiible, to hear the projteft- 
ant doclrine. He complied with their defire, , 
and wrote td her in May v , 1556. The letter 
was delivered by the earl of Glencairn. The . 
queen read it, and gave it to cardinal Bea- 
toun, 'with this farcaftic exprefSon, " Pleafc 
you, my lord, to read a paiquil?'* 

This gave occafion to Mr. Knox to make 
fome additions in his letter, which he printed 
afterwards, with the additions, at Geneva, in. 

While our reformer was thus occupied in 
Scotland, he received letters fVom the Englifh 
congregation at Geneva, earneftly entreating 
him to come thither ; and, having ferioufly 
confidered this invitation, he determined to, 
comply with it. Accordingly, in July, 1556, 
he left Scotland, went fixit to Dieppe, in 
France, and from thence to Geneva. . 

He 
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He had no fooner turned his back, than the 
bifhops fummoned him before them ; and, up- 
on his non-appearance, they pafled fentence 
againft him for herefy, and burned him in ef- 
figy at the crofs of Edinburgh. Againft this- 
he afterwards printed,, at Geneva, in 1598, 
his appeal from the cruel and moff unjuft 
fentence pronounced againft him by the falfe 
bifhops and clergy of Scotland, with his (ap- 
plication to the nobility, eftates, and commo- 
nality of the (aid realm. 

On the tenth of March, 1557, feveral no- 
blemen* the chief promoters of the reforma- 
tion at that time in Scotland, judging their 
affairs to be in a pretty good polture, and be- 
ing, fenfible of the ufefuhvefs of Mr. Knox for 
the purpofe, fenthim an exprefs, earneftlyde- 
firing him to return home. This letter com- 
ing to his hands in May, 1557, he immedi- 
ately communicated it to his congregation, 
who were very unwilling to part with him; 
but, having confulted with Mr. Calvin, and 
other minmers, they gave it, as their opinion, 
that he could not refufe fuch a plain call, un- 
lefs he would declare himfelf rebellious to 
God, and unmerciful to his country. The 
congregation, upon this, yielded to his de- 
parture ; and he wrote back by the meflengers 
who brought the letter, that he would return 
to Scotland with all reafonable expedition. 

Accordingly, having provided for his flock 
at Geneva, ne left them in the end of Sep- 
tember> a<id«came to Dieppe, in his way to 

F 4 Scotland,. 
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Scotland, on the twenty- fourth of October. 
Bu{ there he unexpectedly met with letters 
from thence, contrary to the former, inform • 
ing him, that new confukatnms were entered 
into, and advifing him to ftay at Dieppe till 
the conclusion of them. This was aifo farther 
explained in another letter, directed to a fHend 
of Mr, Knox> wherein he was told, that many 
of thofe who. had before joined in the invita- 
tion, were becoming inconftant, and began to 
draw back. 

Upon the receipt of these advice** Mrs 
Knox wrote an expmtulatory letter to the lords 
who bad invited him, concerning their rafh- 
nefs ; wherein he denounced judgments againif 
fuch as (hould be inconftant in the religion 
they now profefied. Befides which, he wrote 
(everal other letters from Dieppe, both to* the* 
nobility and profeflbrs of the reformed reli- 
gion of an inferior degree j exporting them 
to constancy in that doctrine, ana giving fome 
ufeful cautions againft the errors of fe&aries* 
which grew up about this time both in Ger- 
many and in England. 

In thefe letters he alfo enjoined them to> 
give due obedience to authority in all lawful 
things : and fuch an efteft had thefe letters on> 
thofe who received them, that they, one and 
all, entered into an agreement to commie 
themfelves, and whatfoever God had given. 
them, into his hands, rather than fuffer ido- 
latry to reign \ and the fubje&s be defrauded 
q£ the only iced of their Toulsj and, that 

every 
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tiery one might be allured the more of one 
another, a common bond, or covenant, was 
made and entered into by them, dated at Edin- 
burgh, on the third of December, K57. 

Mr. Knox returned to Geneva in the begin* 
lng of 1 5 $ 8, and the feme year he printed there 
ha treatife, entitled, " The Firft Blaft of the 
trumpet againft the roonftrous regiment of 
women," He designed to have written a fub- 
ieqaent piece, which was to have been called, 
" The Second Blaft : w but queen Mary of 
England dying foon after, The Firft Blaft was 
publiihed ; ami he, having a great eftttm for 
queen Elizabeth, whom he looked upon as an 
inftrument raifed up, by the providence of God, 
for the good of the Protectants, he went no 
farther. 

In April, i$$9* he determined to return to 
his native country ; and, having a ftrong de- 
fire, in his way thither, to vifit thofe in Eng- 
land, to whom he had formerly preached the 
Gofpel, he applied to Sir William Cecil, his 
old acquaintance, to procure leave for that 
purpofe. But this petition was fo far from 
being granted, that the meftenger, whom he 
lent to follicit that favour, very narrowly 
efeaped impriibnment. Hereupon he made 
the heft of his way to Scotland, where he ar- 
rived on the fecond of May, 1^59 ; and wa* 
very adivein promoting the reformation there, 
as appears from die iecond book of his hiftory, 
which contains a full account of bis conduit 

F 5 tilt 
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till the Proteftants were obliged to apply t», 
England. For carrying on which tranfa&ion, 
' n July, this year, he was pitched upon to 
meet Sir William Cecil incognito at Stamford ;, 
but his journey being retarded by the danger 
of paffing near the French, who lay at Dun- 
bar, he was afterwards fent, in company with. 
Mr. Robert Hamilton, another proteftant mi- 
ni fter, to negotiate thefe affairs between the 
Proteftants in Scotland and queen Elizabeth. 

When they came to Berwick, they remained 
forae days with Sir James Crofts, the gover- 
nor, whp undertook to manage their buiinefs 
for them, and advifed them to return home, 
which they did. Secretary Cecil fent alfo an 
anfwer to the proteftant nobility and gentry, 
concerning their propofals to queen Elizabeth ; 
which was fo general that they were very near 
refolving to break off the negotiation, had not 
Mr. Knox interpofed with fo much earneftnefs 
that they allowed him to write once more to 
the fecretary. To this letter there was quickly 
fent an anfwer, deiiring that fome per ions of 
credit might be fent to confer with the En- 
glilh at Berwick; and the fame letter in- 
formed them, that there was a fum of money 
ready to be delivered for carrying on the com- 
mon caufe ; alluring them, that, if the lords 
of the congregation were willing to enter into 
a league with queen Elizabeth, upon honour- 
able terms, they ihould neither want men or 
money. 

Upon 
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Upon this anfwer, Mr. Henry Balnavers, a. 
man well refpecled in both kingdoms, was Tent 
to Berwick* who fopn returned with a fum of 
money, which defrayed the public expence till 
November; when John Cockburne, of Or- 
miftoun t . being fent for thefecond fupport, re- 
ceived it, but fell into the hands of earl Both- 
well,, who took the money from him. 

In the interim, Mr. Knox was chofen mi- 
uulier of Edinburgh in July ; but, beings 
obliged to attend the lords, while the agree- 
ment was in dependance, Mr. Willock was 
left in Edinburgh to officiate in his room. 

The effed of thefe negotiations was, the 
fending of an army under the command of 
the duke of Norfolk ;_ which being joined by. 
almofl all the great men in Scotland, at la it 
a peace was procured and concluded between 
the two. kingdoms, on the 'eighth of July ? 
1560. 

The congregationers being freed by this peace 
from any difturbance, made feveral regulations- 
towards propagating and eftabliihing the new 
religion ; and, in order to have the reformed 
doctrine preached throughout the kingdom, a 
divifion was made thereof into twelve difhi&s, 
(for the whole number of the reformed mini- 
fters at this time was only twelve) ; whereby 
the diffrid of Edinburgh was afirgned to Mr. 
Knox. Thefe twelve miniiters compofed 
a confeflion. of faith, which was afterwards 
ratified by parliament. 7 hey alio compiled 
the firfl books of difcipline for that church. 

F 6 In ; 
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In December, tbbyear, Mr. Knox boried 
his &rft wife, Margery Bowes, an Englifh wo- 
man, for whofe lofs he was much grieved. In 
January, the following year, 1561, we find 
him engaged in a difpute, concerning the con- 
troverted points of religion, againft Mr. Alex- 
ander Anderfon,. fab- principal of the king's- 
college at Aberdeen ; and Mr. John Leflie* 
afterwards bifhop of Rofs. In March, 1560- 1, 
Mr. John Spottifwood was admitted fuperin- 
tendant of Lothian by Mr. Knox. And the 
fame year, on the twentieth of Auguft, 5561, 
Mary, queen of Scots, arrived at Leith front 
France. 

From her firft arrival, her majefty fet up a> 
private mafs in her cwn chapel ; which after- 
wards, by her protection and countenance, 
was much more frequented. This, excited the 
zeal of Mr.. Knox, whoexprefled himielf with 
great warmth againft allowing it ; and an aft 
of the privy-council being proclaimed* at. the 
market- crofs of Edinburgh, forbidding any dis- 
turbance to be given to this practice, under 
pain of death, on the twenty-fifth of that 
month, Mr. Knox openly, in his fermon the 
fund'ay following, declared,, that one mafs 
was more frightful to him than ten thoufand 
armed enemies landed in any part of the 
tealm. 

This freedom of fpeech gave great offence 
to the court, and the queen berfelf had a long 
conference with him upon that and other fob- 
jedls , at which times he is reported to have 

acted 



JOHN KNOX. 109 

aded a part not quite becoming the humility 
of a fubjeft to kis fovereign. 

Iu 1562, we find him employed in recon- 
ciling the earls of Bothwcll and Amn; which 
is an evidence how much he was regarded 
by the molt eminent perfons in the kingdom* 
and how much intereft he had with them* 
The fame year, the queen, being informed that 
her uncles were like to recover their former 
intereft at the court of France, received the 
news with great joy. Mr* Knox hearing of 
her behaviour, and apprehending that the 
power of her relations would produce difinal 
effects, in prejudice of the reformed intereft 
an thefe parts, he thought fit to preach a fer- 
mon, wherein he taxed the ignorance, vanity, 
and defpite of princes againft all virtue, and 
again ft all thofc in whom hatred of vice and 
love of virtue appeared. This, aud other 
exprefltons, in reproof of dancing for joy* 
at the difpleafure taken againft God's people, 
coming to the ears of the queen, her majefty 
rent for him, and had a fecond conference 
with him. 

This year alfo he was appointed by the general 
aflembly, commiffioner to the counties of Kyle 
and Galloway ; and, by his influence, ieveral 
of the moft eminent gentlemen entered into a 
covenant, which was fubferibed on the fourth of 
September, 1562. 

From the {hire of Air he went to Nithfdale 
and Galloway, ' and had feveral conferences 

about 



no- BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

about matters of great importance with. the. 
mailer of Moxwell ; and, from this county he^ 
Wrote to the' duke of Chaterault, giving him. 
cautions both again ft' the b'ifhop of St. An-. 
dVews and the earl of Huntley, whole councils . 
be judged might prove, obnoxious to the Pro* 
teftants. At this time he accepted 'a challenge,, 
made by an eminent per/on among thePapifts,, 
to a public difputation upon the mafs, which 
continued the fpace of three days, and was af- 
terwards printed. 

In the beginning of the queen's firft parlia- 
ment, Mr. Knox endeavoured to excite the 
carl of Murray to appear with zeal and cou-. 
rage to §et the articles of Leith eftablilhed 
by law ; but .finding him cooler than he ex- 
pected, there, fbllowed" a breach between, 
them, which continued for a year and a half L 
and, after the 'bill was rejected, the parlia- 
ment not. being difiblved, he preached a_ 
fermon before a great many of the members* 
wherein he exprefied his fenfe' of that matter, 
with vehemency ; and, at the clofe, declared * 
his abhorrency of the queen's rnarrying a pa- 
gift. This gave great ofFence to the cour^ ; 
and her majefty, fending for kim a third 
rime, exprefled much paflion, and thought to 
have punifhed him, but was prevailed upon to. 
defift at that time. 

The enfuing year, lord Darnley being, mar- 
ried to the queen, was advifed by the Protefl? 
ants about court to hear Mr .-Knox preach, as 

thinking 
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taking it would contribute 'much to procure 
the good will of the people. At their defire ' 
he went* on the nineteenth of A uguft, to the * 
high church ; but was fo much offended at the' 
fermon, that he complained to the council, 
who immediately ordered Mr. Knox before 
them, and forbid him to preach for feverar 
days. - . f 

The general afiembly, which met in De** 
cembei this year, in their fourth feffiou, ap- 
pointed Mr. Knox to draw up a- confolatory ' 
letter in their name, to encourage the mint- 
fters to continue in their vocations, which 
many were under temptation to leave for 
want of fubfiftance ; and to exhort the pro- 
feflbrs of the realm to fupply their neceffities. 
He was alfo appointed by this aflembry to 
viiit, preach, and plant, the kirks of the 
Couth, till the next afiembly, and to remain a* 
long as he could at that work. He requeued 
the general afiembly, which met at Edin- 
burgh, in December, ic66, that he might 
have leave to go to England to vifit two 
of his fons, and for other neceflary affairs in 
that kingdom ; and the members being in- - 
formed, that fome worthy arid learned divines ' 
in England were profecuted by the bifliops, 
becauie they refuted to ufe the ecclefiafticaj 
habits, caufed a letter to be written, and fent 
by Mr. Knox, wherein, with great earneft- 
nefi, they in treated, that they might deal 
gently with fuch minilters as were fcrupu- 
lous* * 

In 
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la 1567* Mr, Knox preached a fermon at 
ike coronation of lung James VI. of Scotland, 
and afterwards the Firft of Great-Britain. 
This year is very remarkable in Scotland, 
upon account of the great {urn of affairs there 
by queen Mary's refigning the government, 
and oy the appointment ot the part of Murray 
to be regent. The firft parliament which was 
called by the earl met upon the fifteenth of 
December. It was a very numerous convene 
tion of all the eftates, and Mr. Knox preached 
a very zealous fermon at the opening of it ; 
and he was extremely afili&ed at the regent's 
death in 1569. 

In 1971* the Hamiltons and others, who 
had entered into a combination againft the earl 
of Lenox, then regent, began to fortify the 
town of Edinburgh. While they were thus 
employed, a council was held by them in the 
caftle on the fourth of May ; where the laird 
of Grange, captain of , the caiUe, propofed 
that they might give fecarity for the perlon of 
Mr. Knox, which was alfo much defired by 
the town's people. The Hamiltons an* 
fwered, That they could not prpmife him. fe- 
curijty upon their honour, becanfe there were 
many in the (own who loved him not, befides 
ojher disorderly people that might do him 
harm without their knowledge. 
. Upon this anfwer, which plainly fliewcd no 
good intention to Mr. Knox, his friends in 
the town, with $Ar. Craig, his coJkgue, at 
their head, entreated him to leave the place * 

IB 
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incompliance with their requefts, he left Edin- 
burgh on the fifth of May; he went firft to 
Abbotfliall in Fife, and thence to St. Andrew's, 
where he remained till the twenty-third of 
Augoft 1572. 

This year there was a convention of the 
minifters at Leith, where it was agreed, that 
a certain kind of epifcopacy ihould be intro- 
duced into the church, which was zealoufly 
oppoied by our reformer. The troubles of 
the country being much abated, and the peo* 

£le of Edinburgh, who had been obliged to 
*ve it, being returned, they fent two of 
their number to St. Andrews, to invite Mr, 
Knox to return to them, and to aft: his advice 
about the choice of another minifter to affift 
him during the time of the troubles. The 
ftperintenaant of Lothian was with them* 
when they presented die letter $ which, when 
Mr. Knox had pernfed, he contented to return, 
upon this condition, that he ihould not be 
deiired in any fort to ceafe Speaking aninft 
the treasonable dealings of thote who held out 
the cattle of Edinburgh ; and this he deiired 
diem ta iienify to the whole brethren, left 
they (hpuld afterwards repent ; and, after his 
return, he repeated thete words more than 
once, to his friends there, before he entered 
the pulpit; they anfwered, that they never 
meant to put a bridle on hit tongue, but deiired 
him to fpeak according to hit confcience, as 
in former times, They alio requefted his ad- 
vice upon the choice eta ouaifiert, and, after 

fome 
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fome debates, they agreed upon Mr* James. 
Lawfon, fob-principal of. the king's college 
at Aberdeen. 

Mr. Knox. lflfttSt. Andrew's on the feren* 
teenth of Auguft, and came to Leith on the 
twenty-third. Upon the laft day of that 
month, he preached in the great kirk ; but 
his voice was become very weak, and there* 
fore he deiired another place to teach in, 
where his yoke might be heard, if it were 
but by an hundred perfons; which was grant- 
ed : after which Mr* Knox continued to 
S reach in the Tolbooth as long as, he .bad- 
rength ; but his health received a great fboclt 
from the news of the maflacre of the protec- 
tants at Paris* about this time. However, 
he introduced it into his next fermon, with his* 
ufual denunciation of God's vengeance there- 
on, which he defined the French ambaiTadorv 
monfieur La Crocque, might be acquainted 
with. On fund ay November the ninth 1572,- 
he admitted Mr. Lawfon a minifter of Edin-- 
burgh. But his voice was (b weak, that very 
few could hear him: ; he declared the mutual* 
duty between' a minifter and his flock; he* 
praifed God, tjiat had given them one in his- 
room, who was now unable to teach, and de- 
fired that God might angment hi* graces to 
him a thoufand-fofd above that- which he had, 
if it were his pleafure, and. ended with, pro- 
nouncing the blefGng. 

From this dajt he baftened to his end. 
Upon the eleventh, he was feizcd with a violent- 

cough 
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cough and great pains of the. body ; fo that 
upon the thirteeenth, he was obliged to give 
over his ordinary reading v of the fcriptures*. 
Curing his (icknefs he was vifited occasionally 
by the earl of Morton, and others of the prin.- 
qpal nobility and gentry. But his decay, (tilt 
increafmg, he refigned his breath on Monday 
the twenty fourth of November 1572, with 
gfeat piety, refignatfon,. and truft in God^ 
fuch as well became the principal director of 
the reformation of religion in Scotland. . He 
was interred on the twenty fixth, in the, kirk- 
yard of St. Gileses, the corpfe being attended 
by feveral lords who were then in Edinburgh,, 
and particularly the earl of Morton, that day 
chofen regent, -who, as foon as he was laid in 1 
his grave, fakl, " There lies a man who never i 
in his life feared the face of a main who hath 
been often threatened with dug and dagger, 
but yet hath ended his days in peace and ho* 
nour. For he had God's providence watch- 
ing over him in a fpecial manner, when his 
very life was fought. 

As to his character, Jie was one of thofe ex- 
traordinary perfons, of whom few, if any, 
are obferved to fpeak with fufficient temper. 
All that we find of him in this way, are either 
extravagant encomiums on one hand, orfenfe* 
left invectives, on the other. ~We mail there- 
fore conclude what relates thereto in the words 
of Mr. Stripe, who hath dealt candidly with 
his memory;, and having fpoken of his reti- 
cence in England and Qeneva, clofes his ac- 
- * - count 
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count thus : " In May 1559, He returned to 
his own country to forward tie reformation, 
where* he lived to the day of his death ; 
but his violent methods and difloyal behaviour 
towards the queen of Scots, is generally con- 
demned. As to his family, he was twice 
married $ firrl, to Margery Bowes, an Enelifh- 
woman ; by whom he had two fons, Natha- 
niel and Eleagan, and, we miiA not omit to 
mention that the ingenious Mr. Robertson, 
draws a favourable picture of John Knox, 
and attributes moil of the exceptionable, parts 
of his charaftcr to the fpirit of die times he 
Kfedin. 
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The LIFE or 



Edmund Spencer* 



EDmvwd Spencer was born in Lou* 
don, and educated at Pembroke-hall ia 
Cambridge. The accounts of the birth an4 
family of this great man are but ©bfcure and 
imperfe&, and at his firft iettine out into life* 
his fortune and intereft feem to nave been yery 
inconiiderable. After he had feme time con* 
tinued at the college, and laid that foundation 
of learning, which, joined to his natural ge* 
nius, qualified him to rife to fo great an ex- 
cellency, he flood for a fellowfhip, in compe* 
tition with Mr, Andrews, a gentleman in holy 
orders, and afterwards lord biihop of Win* 
chefter, in which he was unfucccfsful. This 
ettfappointment, joined with the narrownefi of 
his circumftances, forced him to quit the uni- 
verfity ; and we find him next rending at the 
houfe of a friend in the north, where he fell 
in love with his Rofalind, whom he finely ce- 
lebrates in his paftoral poems, and of whofc 
cruelty he hath written fuch pathetical com* 
plaints. It is probable that about this time 
Spencer's genius began firft to diftfnguifh it* 
self; for, The Shepherd's Calendar, which is 
fo full of his unprofperous paifion for Ro&Jind, 

was 
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was amongft the firft of his works of note, 
and the fuppofition is ilrengthed, by the con* 
^deration of poetry's being frequently the 
offspring of love and retirement. This work 
he addrefied, by a ihort dedication, to the 
Maecenas of his age, the immortal Sir Philip 
Sidney. This gentleman was now in the 
higbeft reputation, both for wit and gallantry, 
and the mod popular of all the courtiers of 
his age ; and, as he was himfelf a writer, and 
especially excelled in the fabulous Or inven- 
tive part of poetry ; it is no wonder he was 
ftruck with our author's genius, and became 
fcnfible of his merit. A ftory is told of him 
by Mr. Hughes, which I (hall pre fen t to the 
reader, as itferves to illuftrate the great worth 
tmd penetration of Sidney, as well as the ex- 
cellent genius of Spencer. It is faid that our 
poet was a ftranger to this gentleman, when 
he began to write his Fairy Queen, and that 
he took occafion to go to Leicefter-houfe, and 
introduce himfelf, by fending in to Mr. Sid- 
ney a copy of the ninth canto of the firft book of 
that poem. Sidney was much furpriied with 
the description of defpair in that canto, and 
is faid to have {hewn an unufual kind of 
tranfport on the difcovery of fo new and un- 
common a genius. After he had read fome 
ftanzas, he turned to his fteward, and bid him 
give the perfon who brought thofe verfes fifty 
pounds ; but upon reading the next ftanza, 
he ordered the fum to be doubled. The ftew- 
*rd was no lefs furprifcd than his matter, and 

thought 
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thought it his duty to*iake fome delay in exe- 
cuting 4b fudden and iavifli a bounty ; bat 
upon reading one ftanza more, Mr. Sidney 
raifed the gratuity to two hundred pounds, 
and commanded the fteward to give it imme- 
diately, left as he read further he might be 
tempted to give away his whole eftate. From 
this time be admitted the author to his ac- 
quaintance and conversation, and prepared 
the way for his being known and receiv* 
ed at court. Though this ieemed a pro* 
mifing omen, to be thus introduced to court, 
yet be did not inftantly reap any advantage 
from it. He was indeed created poet laureat 
to queen Elizabeth, but he for fome time wore 
a barren laurel, and poflefled the place without 
the penfion. Lord-treafurer Burleigh, undo* 
whofe di'fpleafure Spencer laboured, took care 
to intercept the-queen's favours to this unhap- 
py great man. As misfortunes have the moll in- 
fluence on elegant andpolifhed minds, Jo it was 
no wonder that Spencer was much depreflcd by 
the cold reception he met with from the great 1 
a circumftance which not a little detracts frpm 
the merit of the minifters then in power : for 
I know not if all the political tran factions of 
Burleigh are Sufficient to counterballance the 
infamy affixed on his name, by profecuting 
r-efentment againft diJtreued merit, and keep- 
ing him, who was the ornament of the times, 
as much diftant as poffible from the approach 
of competence. 

Thde 
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Thefe difcouragements greatly funk our 
author's fpirit, and accordingly we find him 
pouring out his heart, in complaints of fo in* 
jurious and undefcrved a treatment ; which, 
probably, would have been lefs unfortone to 
him, if his noble patron, Sir Philip Sidney, 
had not been fo much abfent from court, as by 
his employments abroad, and the (hare he had' 
in the Low-Country wars, he was obliged to 
be. In a poem, called, The Ruins of Time, 
which was written fome time after Sidney's 
death, the author feems to allude to the dif- 
couragement I have mentioned, in the follow- 
ing ftanza: 

u O grief of griefs, O gall of all good hearts ! 

" To fee that virtue ihould diipifed be, 
u Of fuch as firft were rais'd for virtue's parts* 
4t And now broad-fpreading like an aged 

tree, 
" Let none ihoot up that nigh them planted 
be; 
** O let not thefe, of whom the mufe is (corned* 
•• Alive, or dead, be by the mufe adorned. 

Thefe lines are certainly meant to reflect on, 
Burleigh for neglecting him, and the lord- 
treafurer afterwards conceived a hatred to* 
wards him for the fatire he apprehended was. 
levelled at him, in Mother Hubbard's Tale. 
In this poem, the author has, in the moft live- 
ly manner, pointed out ..the misfortune of de- 
pending on court-favours. The lines which 

follow are, among others, very remarkable^ 
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<?,Fiiil little knoweft thou, that haft not try'd, 
" What hell it is in fuing long to bide, 
*f To clofe gooddays,that nights be better (pent, 
" To wafte long nights in penfive discontent ; 
" To'ipeed to day, to be put bade to-morrow, 
<c To find in hope, to pine with fear and forrow; 
" To have thy prince's grace, yet want her 

peers, 
** To have thy afldng; yet wait many years. 
*« To fret thy foul with crof&s, and with care, 
4 * To eat thy heart, through comfortlefs de- 

fpair; 
«' To fawn, to crouch, to wait, to ride, to run, 
. €€ To fpend, to give, to want, to be undone. 

As this was very much the author's cafe, it 
probably was the particular paflage in that 
poem which gave offence ; for as Hughes ve- 
ry elegantly obferves, even the fighs of a refe- 
rable man, are fometimes refented as an af- 
front, by him who is the occaiion of them. 
There is a little ftory, which teems founded 
on the. grievance jirft now mentioned, and is 
related by fome as a matter of faft commonly 
reported at that time. It is faid, that upon 
Jus. prefen ting fome poems to the queen, (lie 
Ordered him- a gratuity of one hundred pounds, 
IwH the lord-treafurer Burleigh objecting to it, 
laid, with fome fcorn, of the poet, of whole 
merit he was totally ignorant, " Wh^t, all 
this. for afangf"' The<joeen replied, " Then 
give him what isreafon." Spencer for fome 
time -waited, but. had the mortification to find 
Vol. IV. G himfelf 
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himfelf difappointed of her majefty's bounty. 
Upon this he took an opportunity to prefent a 
paper ta queen Elizabeth, in the manner of 
a petition, in which he reminded her of the 
order (he had given, in the following lines : 

" I was promii'd on a time 
" To have reafon for my rbime, , 
" From that time, unto this feafon, 
** I receiv'd nor rhyme, nor reafon. 

This paper produced the intended efFedt, 
and the queen, after iharply reproving the 
treasurer, immediately directed the payment 
of the hundred pounds (he had firft ordered. 
In the year 1579 he was fent abroad by the 
earl of Leicefter, as appears by a copy of 
Latin verfes, dated from Leicefter-houfe, and 
addrefled to his friend Mr. Hervey ; but Mr. 
Hughes has not been able to determine in what 
fervice he was employed. 

, When the lord Grey of Wilton was chofen 
deputy of Ireland, Spencer was recommended 
to him as (ecretary. This drew him over to 
another kingdom, and fettled him in a fcene 
of life very different from what he had for- 
merly known , but, that he understood, and 
difcharged his employment with (kill and ca- 
pacity, appears funiciently by his difcourfe on 
the (late of Ireland, in which there are many 
folid and judicious remarks, that (hew him no 
lefs qualified for the bufinefs of the (late, than 
fcr the entertainment of the mufes. His life 

was 
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was now freed from the difficulties under 
which it had hitherto ftruggled, and his fer- 
vkes to the crown received a rewaud of a 
grant from queen Elizabeth of three thoufand 
acres of land in the county of Cork. His houfe 
wasat Kilcolman, and the river Mulla, which he 
has, more than once, fo finely introduced in his 
poems, ran through his grounds. Much about 
this time -he contracted an intimate friend fhip 
with the great and learned Sir Walter Raleigh, 
who was then a captain under the lord Grey. 
The poem of Spencer's, called, Colin Clout's 
come home again, in which Sir Walter Ra- 
liegh is defcribed under the name of the 
Shepherd of the Ocean, is a beautiful memo- 
rial of this friendflup, which took its rife from 
a Similarity of tafte in the polite arts, and . 
which he agreeably defcribes, with a foft- 
neis and delicacy peculiar to him. Sir Walter 
afterward promoted him in queen Elizabeth's 
efteern, through whofe recommendations (he 
read his writings. 

He now feu in love a fecond time, with 
a merchant's daughther, in which, fays Mr. 
Cooper, author of The Mufe's Library, he was 
snore fuccefsful than in his firft amour. He 
wrote upon this occafion a beautiful cpitha- 
lamium, with which he preferred the lady on 
the bridal-day, and has configned that day 
and her to immortality. In this pleafant, eafy 
fituation our excellent poet finiihed the cele- 
lebrated poem of The Fairy Queen, which 
was begun and continued at different intervals 

G 2 of 
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of time, and of which he atfirft, published on- 
ly the three* firft books ; to thefe were added 
three more, in a following edition, but the 
fix laft books (excepting the two cantos of 
mutability) were unfortunately loft by his 
fervant, whom he had in hade lent before him 
into England ; for though he patted his life for 
fome time very fereneiy here, yet a train of 
misfortunes ftill purfued him, and in the re- 
bellion of the earl of Definojid he was plun- 
dered and deprived of hi seftate. This di&refs 
forced him to return to England, where, for 
the want of his noble patron, Sir Philip Sid- 
ney, he was plunged into new calamities, as 
that gallant hero died of the wounds he had 
received, at Zutphen. It is (aid by Mr. 
Hughes, that Spencer furvivedhis patron about 
twelve years, and died the fame year with his 
powerful enemy the lord Burleigh, 1598. 
He was buried, fays he, in Weflminfter- Ab- 
bey, near the famous Geoffery Chaucer, as 
he had defired ; his obfequies were attended 
by the poets of that time, and others, 
who paid the lad honours to his memory. 
Several copies of verfes were thrown after him 
into his grave, and his monument was ere&ed 
at the charge of the famous Robert Devereux, 
the unfortunate earl of Eflex. 

This is the account given by the editor 
of the death of Spencer, but there is fome 
reafon to believe that he fpoke only upon ima- 
gination, as he has produced . no authority to 
fupport hrs opinion) especially as I find in a 

book 
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book of great reputation, another opinion, 
delivered upon probable grounds. The in- 
genious Mr. Drummond of Hawthronden, a 
noble wit of Scotland, had an intimate cor- 
refpondence with all the geniufes of his time 
who refided at London, particularly the fa- 
mous Ben Johnfon, who had fo high an opi- 
nion of Mr. Drummond's abilities, that he 
took a journey into Scotland in order to con- 
verfe with him, and flayed fome time at Im 
houie at Hawthronden.* After Ben Johnfon 
departed, Mr. Drummond, careful to retain 
what paiTed between them, wrote down the 
heads of their conversion ; which he publifh- 
ed amongft his poems and Hiftory of the Five 
James's, kings of Scotland. Amongft other 
particulars there is this : " Ben Johnfon 
told me that Spencer's goods were robbed by 
the Irifh in Defmond's rebellion, his houle 
and a little child of his burnt, and he and his 
.wife nearly efcaped j that he afterwards died 
in King-ftreet by abfolute want of bread ; 
and, that he refufed twenty pieces fent him \yf 
thie earl of Eflex, and gave this anfwer to the 
perfon who brought them, That he was fure 
ie had no time to fpend them." Mr. Drum- 
mond's works, from whence I extracted the 
above, are printed in a thin quarto, and may 
be feen at Mr. Wilfon's, at Plato's head in the 
Strand. I have been thus particular in the 
quotation, that no one may fufped fuch ex- 
traordinary circumftances to be advanced upon 
imagination. In the infcription on his torn)} 
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ip Weftminfter-Abbey, it is faid he was born 
in the year 1510, and died in 1 $96 ; Cambden 
fays 15^98 : but in regard to his birth they 
mud both be miftaken, for it is by no means 
probable he was born fo early as 1 > 10, if we 
may judge by the remarkable circumflance of 
his ftanding for a fellowihip in competition 
with Mr. Andrews, who was not born, accord- 
ing to Hughes, till 1555* Befides, if this ac- 
count of ins birth be true, he muft have been 
fixty years old when he fir ft publiflied his 
Shepherd's Calendar, an age not very proper 
for love ; and in this cafe it is no wonder that 
the beautiful Rofalind flighted his addreffes ; 
and he muft have been feventy years old when 
he entered into bufinefs under lord Grey, who 
was created Deputy of Ireland in 1580: for 
which reafons we may fairly conclude, that 
the infcription is falfe, either by the er- 
ror of the carver, or perhaps it was put on 
when the monument was repaired. There 
are very few particulars of this great poet, and 
it muft be a mortification to all lovers of the 
mufes, that no one can be found concerning 
the life of one, who was the greateft orna- 
ment of his profeflion. No writer ever found 
a nearer way ' to the heart than he, and his 
verfeshave a peculiar happinefs of recommend- < 
ing the author to our friendlhip* as well as 
railing our admiration ; one cannot read him 
without fancying ones felf tranfported* into 
fairy-land, and there converiing with the; 
graces in that inchanted region. Jn elegance 

of 
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of thinking and fertility of imagination, few 
of our EngHfti authors have approached him, 
and no writers have fuch power as he to awake 
the fpirit of poetry in others. Cowley owns 
thathederived infpiration from him ; and I have 
heard the celebrated Mr. James Thompfon, 
the author of the Seafons, and juftly efteemed 
one of our beft defcriptive poets, fay, that he 
formed him ielf upon Spencer ; and how clofe- 
ly he purfoed his model, and how nobly he 
has imitated him, whoever reads his Cattle of 
indolence with Tafle, will readily confefs. 
Mr. Addifon, in his Characters of the Englifh 
poets, addreffed to Mr. Sacheverel, thus fpeaks 
of Spencer : 

• * Old Spencer next, warm'd with poetic rage, 
*' In aritient tales amus'da barbarous age ; 
" An age, that yet uncultivate and rude, 
«• Where'er the poet's fancy led, purfu'd 
** Thro' pathlefs fields, and unfrequented floods, 
f * To dens of dragons, and enchanted woods. 
" But now the miftic tale, that pleas'd of yore, 
f* Can charm an underftanding age no more ; 
•* The long-fpun allegories, fulfome grow, 
" While the dull moral lies too plain below. 
<* We view well pleafed at diftance, all the^j 

fights, . j 

u Of arms, and palfries, battles, fields, and £ 

rights, ^ r 

*• And damfels in diftrefs, and courteous J 

knights. J 

G 4 " But 



*z% BRITISH PLUTARCH." 

"But when we look too near, the fhades decay* 
M And all the pleafmg landfcape fades away." 

It is agreed on all hand*, that the diftrefles 
of our author helped to fhorten his daya ; and 
indeed, when his extraordinary merit is eon- 
iidered, he had the hardeft meafure of any of 
our poets. It appears from different accounts, 
that he was of an amiable, fweet diipofltion, 
humane and generous in his nature. Beiides 
the Fairy Queen, we find he had written fe- 
veral other pieces, of which we can only trace 
out the titles. Arnongft theft the moll con-"" 
fiderable were nine comedies, in imitation of 
the commedies of his admired Ariofto, in* 
fcr&edwith the names of the nine mufes. 
The reft which we have mentioned in his let- 
ters, and thofe of his friends, are his Dying 
Felicane, his Pageants, Stommata, Dadleyana, 
The Canticles paraphrafed, Ecciefiaftes, Se* 
ven Pfalms, Houfe of our Lord, Sacrifice of 
a Sinner, Purgatory, A Seven. Night's Slum- 
ber, The Court of Cupid and Hell of Lover?* 
It is like wife faid he had written a treatife in 
profe, called, The EngliihPoet; as -for the 
epithalamium, Thame fis, and his Dreams, 
both mentioned by himfelf in one of his letters,- 
Mr. Hughes thinks they are ftill preferved, 
though under different names. It appears 
from what is faid of the Dreams, by his friend 
Mr. Hervcy, that they were in imitation of 
Petrarch's Vifions. To produce authorities 
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in favour of Spencer, as a poet, I fhould rec- 
kon an affront to his memory ; that is a tribute 
I (hall only pay to inferior wits, whofe higheft 
honour it is to be mentioned with refpect, by 
geniufes of a fuperiorclafe. 

The works of Spencer will never perifli, 
though he has introduced unneceflarily many 
©bfolete terms into them, there is a flow of 
poetry, an elegance of fentiment, a fund of 
imagination, and an inchanting enthuiiafm, 
which will ever fecure him the applaufes of 
poiterity, while any lovers of poetry remain. 
We find little account of the family which 
Spencer left behind him, only that in a few 
particulars of his life, prefixed to the lad folio 
edition of his works, it is faid, that his great- 
grandfon, Hugolin Spencer, after the reftora- 
tion of king Charles II. was reftored by the 
court of claims to fo much of the lands as 
could be found to have been his anceftor's. 
There is another remarkable paflage, of which, 
fays Hughes, I can give the reader much bet- 
ter aflurance : that a perfon came over from 
Ireland, in king William's time, to follicit the 
fame affair, and brought with him letters of 
recommendation, as a defcendent of Spencer. 
His name procured him a favourable recep- 
tion, and applied himfelf particularly to Mr. 
Congreve, by whom he was generoWly recom- 
mended to the favour of the earl of Hallifax, 
who was then at the head of the treafury ; 
and by that means he obtained his fuit. This 1 
man was fomewhat advanced in years, and 

G 5 roigiit 



130 BRITISH PLUTARCH. 

might be the fame mentioned before, who 
had poffibly recovered only fome part of his 
eftate at firft, or had been difturbed in the 
pofleffion of it. He could give no account of 
the works of his anceftor's, which are want- 
ing, and which are therefore in all probability 
irrecoverably loft. The following ftaozas are 
faid to be thofe with which Sir Philip Sidney 
was firft ftmck. 

From him returning* fad and comfortless, 

As on the way together we did fare, 
We met that villain (God from him me blefs 

That curfed wight, whom I efcaped whylear, 
A man of hell, that calls himfelf defpair ; 

Who firft us greets, and after fair areeds 
Of tidings ftrange* and of adventures rare, 

So creeping clofe, as (hake in hidden weeds, 
Jnquireth ot our ftates, and of our knightly 

deeds. 
Which when he knew, and felt our feeble 
hearts 

Embos'd with bole, and bitter biting grief, 
Which love had lanced with his deadly darts, 

With wounding words, and terms of foul 
reprief, 

He pluck'd from ns all hope of due relief; 
That erft us held in love of ling'ring life ; 

Then hopelefs, heartlefs, 'gan the cunning 
thief, 
Perfuade us did, to ftint all farther ftrife : 
To me he lent this rope, to him a rufty knife. 
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The following is the pidure. 

* » • * 

*» * 
The darkfbme cave they enter, -where they find, 

T&at curfed man, low fitting on the ground, 
Muting full fadly in his fullen mind; 

His greafy locks, long growing, and unbound, 
Diforder'd hung about his fhoulders round, 

And hid his face ; through which bis hol- 
low eyne, 
Look'd deadly dull, and flared as aflound ; 

His raw-bone cheeks thro 9 penury and pine, 
Were fhrunk into his jaws, as he did never dine . 

His garments nought, but many ragged clouts. 

With thorns together pinn'd and patched was, 
The which his naked fides he wrapt abouts ; 

And him befide, there lay upon the grafs 
A dreary corfe, whofe life away did pafe, 

All wallowed- in his own, yet lukewarm 
blood, 
That from his wound yet welled frefh alas ; 

In which a rufty knife fail fixed flood, 
And made an open paflage for the gufhing flood. 

It would perhaps be an injury to Spencer 
to difmifa his .life without a few remarks oti 
that great work of his which has placed him 
among the foremofl of our poets, and difco- 
vered fo elevated and fublirae a genius. The 
work I mean is his allegorical poem of the 
Fairy Queen. Sir William Temple, in his 
Effay on Poetry, fays, " That the religion 

G 6 of 
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of the Gentries had been woven into the con- 
texture of all the ancient poetry with an agree- 
able mixture, which made the moderns affect 
to give that of Chriftianity a place alfb in* 
their poems ; but the true religion was not 
found to become fictions fo well as the falie 
one had done, and all their attempts of this 
kind feemed rather to debafe religion than 
heighten- poetry. Spencer endeavoured to Tup- 
pi y this with morality, and to make inflec- 
tion, inftead of ftory, the fubjeft of an epic 
poem. His ■• execution was excellent, and 
his flights of fancy very noble and high. But 
his defign was poor ; and his moral lay fo bare,. 
that it loft the effeft. It is true, the pill was 
gilded, but fo thin, that the colour and the 
tafte were eafify difcovered."-*- Mr. Rymer 
aflerts, that Spencer may be reckoned the 
iirft of our heroic poets. He had a large 
fpirit, a fharp judgment, and a genius for he- 
roic poetry, perhaps above any that ever wrote' 
iince Virgil, but our misfortune is, he wanted 
a true idea, and loft himfelf by following an 
unfaithful guide. Though befides Homer and 
Virgil he had readTaflb, yet he rather fufFered 
himfelf to be milled by Ariofto, with whom 
blindly rambling on marvels and adventures, 
he makes no confcience'of probability ; all is 
fanciful and chimerical, without any unifor- 
mity, or without any foundation in truth ? 
in a word, his poem is perfeft Fairy-land." 
Thus far Sir William Temple, and Mr. Rymer; 
kt us now attend to the opinion of a greater 

name,. 
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flame. Mr. Dryden, in his dedication of Ju- 
venal, th*» proceeds-: *' The Englifli have 
only to boftft of Spencer and Milton in heroic 
poetry, who neither of them wanted either 
genius or learning to have been perfed poets, 
and yet both of them are liable to many cen» 
fures 5 for there is no uniformity in the de~ 
&gn of Spencer ; he aims at the accompliihv 
nent of no one action ; he raifes up .a hero- 
for every one of his adventures, and endows 
each of them with fome particular moral virtue, 
which renders them all equal, without fubor» 
dination, or preference : every one is valiant 
in his own legend ; only we muft do him the 
juftice to obferve, that magnanimity, which 
is the chara&er of prince Arthur, mines 
throughout the whole poem, and fuccours the 
reft when they are in diftrefs. The original 
of every knight was then, living in the court 
of queen Elizabeth, an<£he attributed to each 
of them that virtue which hie thought mod con- 
spicuous in them ; an ingeniuus piece of flattery, 
though ft turned not much to his account. Had 
he lived to have rmifhed his poem in the remain- 
ing legends, it had certain! y been more of a 
piece ; but could not have been perfeft, be- 
cause the model was not true. But prince 
Arthur, or his chief patron, Sir Philip Sidney, 
dying before him, deprived the poet both of 
means and fpirit to accomplifh his defign. 
For the reft, his obfolete language, and ill 
ch6ice of his ftanzas, are faults both of the fe- 
cond magnitude ; lor aotwithftanding the firft r 

he 
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he is (till intelligible, at leait after a little prac- 
tice : -and, for the lad, he is more to be ad- 
mired ; that, labouring under fuch disadvan- 
tages, his verfes are fo numerous, To various, 
and fo harmonious, that only Virgil, whom 
he has profeuedly imitated, hath furpafTed him 
among, the Romans ; and only Waller among 
the Englifh." 

Mr. Hughe's, in his efTay on allegorical po- 
etry, prefixed to Spencer's works, tells us, 
that this poem is conceived, wrought up, and 
coloured with ftrongcr fancy, and difcovers 
more the particular genius of Spencer, than 
any of his other writings ; and, having ob- 
ferved that Spencer, in a letter to Sir Walter 
Raleigh, calls it, a continued allegory, and 
dark conceit, he gives us fome remarks on al- 
legorical poetry in general ; defining allegory 
to be a fable, or ftory, in which, under ima- 
ginary perfons, or things, is fhadowed fome 
real action, or inftrucuve moral; " as I 
think," fays he, " it is fomewherevery (hortly 
defined by Plutarch. It is that, in which one 
thine is related, and another thing under- 
flood. It is a kind of poetical picture, or 
hieroglyphic ; which, by its apt refemblance, 
conveys inftru&ion to the mind by an analogy 
to the fenfes ; and fo amufes the fancy while 
it informs the understanding. Every allegory 
has therefore two fenfes, the literal and myfri- 
c&l. The literal fenfe is like a dream, or vi- 
fion, of which the myftical fenfe is the true 
meaning, ox interpretation. This will he 

more 
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more clearly apprehended by considering, 
that, as a funile is a more extended meta- 
phor, fo an allegory is a kind of continued 
iimile, or an aifemblage of fimilitudes drawn 
ont at full length. x 

" The chief merit of this poem, no doubt, 
confifts in that furprifing vein of fabulous in- 
vention which runs through it, and enriches it 
every where with imaginary defcriptions, 
more than we meet with in any modem 
poem. The author feems to be poflefied of a 
kind of poetical magic ; and the figures he 
calls up to our view, rife up fo thick upon us, 
that we are at once pleafed and diftra&ed with 
the inexhauftible variety of them ; fo that his 
faults may, in a manner, be imputed to his 
excellencies. His abundance betrays him into 
excefs ; and his judgment is overborn by the 
torrent of his imagination. That which 
feems the moft liable to exception, in this 
work, is the model of it, and the choice the 
author has made of fo romantic a ftory. 
The feveral books rather appear to be fo many 
feveral poems, than one entire fable. Each 
of them hath its peculiar knight, and is inde- 
pendant of the reft ; and, though fome of the 
perfons make their appearance in different 
books, yet this hath very little eiFe& in con- 
cealing them. Prince Arthur, indeed, is the 
principal peribn, and has therefore a fhare 
given him in every legend : but his part is not 
confiderable enough in any one of them. He 
appears and vanilhes again like a fpirit ; and 

we 
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we lofe fight of him too foon to confider him 
as the hero of the poem. 

" Thefe are the mod obvious defeds in the 
fable of the Fairy Queen. The want of unity 
in the ftory makes it difficult for the reader to 
carry it in his mind, and di&ra&s too much 
his attention to the fevera! parts of it ; and r 
indeed, "the whole frame of it would appear 
mohftrtus* were it to be examined by the 
roles of epic poetry, as they have been drawn 
from the practice of Homer and Virgil- ; but, as> 
k is plain the aafhor nev" er deftgned it-by thefe 
rules, I think it ought rather to be called a 
poem of a particular kind, defcribing, in a 
feries of allegorical adventures, or epifodcs, 
the moft noted virtues and vices, 

*' To compare it thejefore with the model* 
of antiquity, would be like drawiog a parellel 
between the Roman and Gothic architecture.. 
In the firft, there is doubtlefs a more natural 
grandeur and limplkity ; in the latter we? find 
great mixtures of beauty and barbarifm, yet 
afiifted by the invention of a variety of infe- 
rior ornaments ; and, though the former i» 
more majeftic in the whole, the latter may be 
very furprifing and agreeable in its parts." 
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The LIFE of 



Sir John Pe rrot 



Sir John Perrot was the the foil of Tho» 
mas Perrot, efq. of Iftingfton, in Pem- 
brokeshire, in South Wales, by his wife Alice, 
fele heirefs of John Pechton, efq. , With re- 
gard to his education, it was fuch as fuited 
his quality and fortune till he was about 
twelve years of age, when he was fent up to 
London, to the marquis of Winchefter's houfe, 
die lord high-treaforer under Henry VIII. 
there being, at the fame time, under the mar- 
quis's patronage, for their, preferment, • the 
earl of Oxen ford, and lord Abergivenny ; 
the lail of which was To fierce and haily, that 
no iervant or gentleman in the family could 
continue quiet for him : but, when young 
Perrot came, who, to an uncommon ftrength 
and luftinefe, added a fpLrit equally bold, his 
lordihip was. told there was now a youth ar- 
rived who would be more than a match for 
fcim. '* Is there fuch a one *" faid he. " Let 
me fee him." Upon which, being brought 
where. Perrot was, for the lirft faktfation, he 
aflted him, «* What, Sir, are you the kill -cow* 
that muft match me?" " No," faid Mr, 
Fcrrot, "lam no butcher j but, if you ufe 

m* 
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me no better, you (hall find I can give a 
butcher's blow," " Can you fo ?" faid he, 
" I will fee that." And fo, being both an- 
gry, they fell toblowsj tilllord Abergavenny 
found that he had his hands full, and was will- 
ing to be parted from him : after which, the 
ferving-men, and others, when they found the 
young lord unruly, would threaten him with 
Mr. Perrot. 

At length, however, they grew* into great 
ffiendihip, infomuch that they were feldora 
afunder, till once they determined to make a 
banquet, and invite their friends thereto. But 
being not fo rich as to be owners of a cupboard 
of plate, they provided good ftore of glaffes. 
Before their guefts came, they fell into fome 
contention, and they took the glaffes and 
broke them abont one another's ears; tharv 
when the guefts came, they found, inftead of 
wine, blood fprinkled about the chamber. 
Thus the banquet was fpoiled, the two young 
gentlemen loft their friends thanks, and broke 
the league that was begun betwixt them. 

Shortly after, it was Mr. Perrot's fortune to 
go into Southwark (as it was fuppofed to a 
houfe of pleafure) taking only a page with 
him, where he fell' out with two of the king's 
yeomen. They both drew on him ; but he 
defended himfelf fo valiantly, that the king, 
being then at Winchefter- houfe, near the 
place, was told how a young gentleman had 
fought with two of his majefty's fervants. 
The king being defirpus to ice him, fern for 

him, 
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him, demanded his name, country, and kin- 
dred. This being boldly by him related, it 
pleafed the king very well to fee fo much va- 
lour and audacity in fo young a man ; and 
therefore he deiired him to repair to the court, 
where he would beftow preferment on him. 
But, not long after, king Henry died; fo 
Mr. Perrot loft that hope, remaining, for a 
time, till the coronation of king Edward,, at 
the marquis of Wnichefter's houfe, as before; 
where he {pent his time in fiich exerrifes as 
youth is accuftomcd to. But, when Mr. Pec- 
rot came to king's Edward's court, for the ex- 
traordinary comiinefs of his perfon, and the 
forwardnefs of his fpiri{, the young prince 
took fuch a liking to him, that he caufed him 
to be made one of the knights of the Bath. 
The young king had a very good opinion of 
Sir John Perrot, and he gained the good H key- 
ing of the whole court by his valour, activity, 
jtrength, and expertnefs in adfcs of chivalry. 
When the marquis of Southampton went into 
France to treat of a marriage betwixt king 
Edward and the French king's daughter, Sir 
John Perrot accompanied him. 

The marquis being a nobleman that de- 
lighted much in all activities, keeping the 
mod excellent men that could be found in moft 
kinds of fport, the king of France undemand- 
ing it, brought him to hunt the wild boar ; 
and, being in chace, it fell out, that a gen- 
tleman, charging the boar, did not hit right, 
fo that the bead was ready to run in upon him. 

Sir 
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Sir John Perrot perceiving him to be in dan- 
ger, earoe in to his refcue ; and, with a broad 
rword, gave the boar fuch a blow as almoft 
parted the head from the ihoulders. 

The king of France, who ftood in fight of 
•this, came prefently to him, took him about 
the middle, and, embracing him, called him 
Beau foil e. Now he fuppofed that the king 
cajne to try his ftrength ; fo, taking his ma- 
jelly alfo about the middle, he lifted bim up 
from the ground : with which the king was 
-nothing difpleafed, but proffered him a good 
penfion to terve him. Sir John Perrot, hav- 
ing the French tongue, anfwered, That, he 
humbly thanked his majefty, but he was a gen- 
tleman that had means of his own ; or, if not, 
he knew he ferved a gracious prince who would 
not fee him want, and to whom he had vowed 
his fervice during life. 

Shortly after, Sir John returned from France, 
•and came to the court of England, where he 
lived at too high a rate ; fo that he grew into 
debt, and began to mortgage feme of his 
lands. Yet he at length began to bethink 
himfelf, and grew much agrieved at his own 
prodigality ; mfomuch that he once walked 
out of the court, into a place where commonly 
the king came about the fame hour ; and there 
he began, (either as knowing that the king 
would come that way, or elfe by chance) to 
complain againil himfelf.. to himfelf; and en- 
tered, as it were, into a deputation, whether 

, he 
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he were bed to follow, or leave, the court ; 
for he feared that, (hould he continue, the 
king being young, and under government, if 
his majedy (hould be pleafed to grant him any 
thing, in recompense of his fervice ; yet his: 
governors, and the privy-council, might gain- 
lay it ; and fo he (hould rather run into farther 
arrears, than recover his decayed fortunes ; but, 
if he retired into the country, he might live 
at left charge, or betake himfelf to the wars, 
where he might get fome place of command to 
fave his revenues and pay his debts. 

As he was thus debating the matter, the 
king came behind him, and overheard mod of 
what he faid. At length his majedy Hepped 
before him, faying, " How now, Perrot, what 
is the matter that you. make this great moan ?"• 
To whom Sir John anfwered, " And it like 
your majedy, I did not think that your high* 
nefs had been there." " Yes," faid the king, 
" we heard you well enough : and have you 
fpent your living in our fervice ; and is the 
king fo young, and- under government, that 
he cannot give you any thing in recompence ?. 
Spy out fome what, and you (hall fee whether 
the king hath not power to bellow it on you." 
Then he moil humbly thanked his majedy,- 
and fhortly after found out a concealment ; 
which, asfoon as he fought, the king beftowed 
it on him $ wherewith he paid the mod part 
of his debts, and ever after became a better 
hufband. 

'TfcU 
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This ftory Sir John would fometimes tell 
his friend % acknowledging it a great blend- 
ing. 

After the death of king Edward, qneen 
Mary, his fitter, coming to the crown, Sir 
John Perrot continued ftiH at court, and was 
well accepted among the nobility. The queen 
alfo favoured him, but would iky, He did 
fmell of the fmoak, meaning thereby his reli- 
gion, for which he was called in queftion by 
means of one Gaderne, the queen's fervant, 
and his countryman ; who accused Sir John, 
That he kept certain Protectants, then called 
hereticks, at his houie in Wales. Upon 
which accufation, be did not- deny his reli- 
gion, but was committed to the Fleet ; >et 
being well friended, he was allowed to have 
council come to him ; and, by means he made 
to the queen, he was re leafed. 

Within a while he went to St. Quintin, 
where he had a command under the earl of 
Pembroke; who loved him fo far, that there 
was never any unkindnefs betwixt them bat 
once ; when queen Mary gave fpecial charge 
to the earl, to fee that no hereticks fhould re- 
main in Wales. When his lordfhip received 
this command, coming home to his lodging, 
where Sir John Perrot lay with his fon, Sir 
Edward Herbert, the earl acquainted him what 
the queen had given him in charge ; and told 
him, as her majefty had laid this burden on 
his back, " I muft," faid he, " coufm Per- 
rot, eafe myfelf, and lay part of it on you for 

thofe 
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thofe parts whereabouts you dwell." To 
which Sir John anfwered, " My lord, I hope 
you know you may command my life ; bat 
leave me to enjoy my confcience." To which 
the earl replied fomewhat angrily, " What, 
Sir John Perrot, will yoo be an heretic with 
the reft ?" " Not fo, my lord," faid he, 
" for I hope my religion is as found at yours, 
or any man's :" and fo, with fame other cho- 
leric fpeeches, that conference ended. **■ 

In the morning Sir John rofe very early, 
went abroad, and returned again by the time 
the earl was making him ready, thinking that 
all unkindnefs had been palled; but Pem- 
broke, as foon as he fpyed him, cry'd, " Sir 
John Perrot, who fent for you ?" He an- 
fwered, " My lord, I'did not think you would 
have afked me that queftion ; and, if I had 
imagined fo much, you mould have ' fent for 
me twice before I had come once ; and (hall 
dp fo before I come hither again." As he 
was turning about to go out of doors, the earl 
called upon him to flay, for he would fpeak 
with him ; fo they fell into foul words, and 
from foul words to fuch foul play, that, if they 
had not been parted, much hurt might have 
been done. But Sir John Perrot was fain to 
depart, not being able to make his party good 
in that place. 

This was not v fc privately done, or fo fe- 
cretly kept, but news thereof came fpeedily to 
court ; and the caufe of the quarrel being 
known to be religion, the queen was greatly 

difp leafed ; 
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giipleafed j infomuch, that Sir . John, haying 
a»t ibaj tiznei afuit for the caftle and lordihip 
of Carew, and a promife of the grant being 

Siven him j when he came next to the queen, 
le would fcarce look on him, much lefs give 
him any good anfwer; which he perceiving, 
determined not to be baulked with auftere 
loqk$. but prefled fo near to -the queen, that 
he fell upon her train, befeeching her majefty 
to rememoer her promife mad^e to him for Ca* 
rew ; wherewith ihe feemed highly offended, 
and in angry fort afked, C( What! Perrot, will 
you offer violence to our perfon ?" Then he 
beibught of her pardon for his boldnefs ; but 
(he departed with much indignation. But, 
within a fliort time, Sir John Perrot found 
fuch friends about the queen* that fhe was con* 
tent to remit what was pair, in hope ht 
would he reformed in religion, and to refer bis 
fuit unto the lords of the privy -council. 

When he came before the lords of the coun* 
cil to know their pleafures, whether he ihould. 
have Carew, according to the queen's promife, 
the bifhop of Winchester hegan very fharply 
to cenfure him, faying, " Sir John Perrot, do 
you come to feek fcifs pf^ th&queesv ? I tell 
you, except you after your heretical religion, 
it were more fit the queen ihould beftow fag* 
gots than any living on you;" and fo he 
jpafled on with a very fevere fen tence again (I 
him. But, when it came to the turn of the 
carl of Pembroke to deliver hi&'opihftro* 

he 
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be%>oke thus, as Sir John Perrot himfelf re- 
lated' 'it, "My lords, I muft tell you my opi- 
nion of this man, and of the matter. For 
the man; I think he would, at this time, if 
he could, eat my heart with fait ; but yet* - 
notwithftanding his -ftomach towards me, I 
will give him his due ; I hold him to be a 
man ©f good worth, and one who hath de- 
ferred df her mafjefty in her fervice, as good 
a* matter as this which he feeketh; and will, 
no doubt, deferve better if he reform his reli- 
gion : therefore, fince the queen hath pafled 
her gracious promife, I fee no reafbn but he 
ihould have that which he feeketh. '* When' 
they heard the earl of Pembroke fp favourable, 
who they thought would have been moft vehe- 
ment againft him, aH the reft were content ; 
and fo her majefty fhortly after granted him his 
fait; and he ever acknowledged himfelf much 
beholden to the carl of Pembroke ; who, in 
this, as in all things elfe, (hewed himfelf moft 
honourable. • ■ 

When queen Mary had run out the race of 
mortality, 'her fitter fueceeding her, Sir John 
Perrot was appointed one of the four to carry 
the canopy ofer queen Elizabeth at her coro- 
nation. ' 

■ In the firft year of Elizabeth's reign, Fran- 
cis II. king of France, was killed by accident 
at a tournament; which the queen having 
fpeedy notice of, propofing either to comfort 
th£ French a^affidoiV then at the court, for : 

Voi* IV. H the 
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court, fometimes in the country, till the year 
1572 ; at which time he was made firft lord- 
prefident of Munfter, in Ireland ; being thea 
a province much difordered and defolate, 
tvafted by means of the earl of Defmond, but 
especially by the mercilefs Fitzmorris, the 
earl's lieutenant, who was chief actor in all 
thofe cruel devastations. He was a man very 
valiant, politic, and learned, as any rebel 
fiad been of that nation for many years. 

Sir John Perrot landed at Waterford the 
firft of March, 1572, being St. Davidjs day; 
and, within three day6, the rebel James 
Fitzmorris burned the town of Kyllmalog, 
hanged the fovereign, and others of the towns- 
men, at the high crofs in the market-place, 
atid carried all the plate and wealth of the town 
vvith him ; with which entertainment Sir John 
Perrot, the new prefident, was much difcon- 
tented, and therefore halted to Dublin to take 
his oath of the lord-deputy, Sir Henrv Sid- 
ney, with purpofe to prefent the rebels with 
fliarp and fpeedy war at his return from Dub- 
lin to Cork, which was about the tenth of 
April following, 

'He firft gathered and lodgeid his own com- 
panies there, having with him two companies 
bf foot, under the command of captain Bow- 
ler and captain Furfe, betides two hundred 
Irifh foldiers of Kerne and Galleglafles ; alfo 
he had with him his own troop of horfe, which 
were of the queen's' entertainment ; and of 

4 his 
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his own (ervants one hundred horfe; and 
captain Abflow commanded under him as 
many. 

: With thefe he went to Kyllmalog, the late 
wafted town,, where. he lodged himfelf in 4 
houfe halt burned ; and made a proclamation, 
That" as many of the townfmen as fled, fliould 
return home ; which they did accordingly, and 
began to build their gates, to n-nair the tcnVn 
walls and to re-edify their hcuies. 

Before the lord- prefident*s d parture from 
Kyllmalop;, one night the cry of the country 
was up, That the rebels had befct the lord 
Roch's caftle, burned his bam r flain fome of 
his people, and taken away a great many of 
his cattle. Upon which the iord-prefident fud- 
denly rofe, armed, took with him his own 
troop of horfe, and captain Abftow's, leaving 
the foot-band* to gnard the town,, and he 

furfued the rebels, being in number two 
undred, whom he overtook at a place called 
Knocklonga, within three miles of Arlange 
Wood. There the rebels run to the bogs, as 
their beft fecurity, and left their prey. The 
Iord-prefident caufed his men to alight from 
their horfes, to rip off their Boots, and td 
leap into the bdgs, taking with them their 
petronels and light- horfemenV Haves infteadot 
pikes ; with which they charged the enemy; 
overthrew them, and cnt off fifty of their 
heads; which they carried home with therri 
unto Kyllmalog, and pat the heads round 
4 H 3 about 
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about the crofs ; which were Jcnown by the 
townfmen that the prefident fent for from 
Lym brick, who had lately loft their goods ; 
and then he reftored to the lord Roch all hit 
cattle. 

The lord-prefident, after he had ftrength- 
ened and comforted the townfmen of Kyll* 
malog, departed towards Lymbrick ; and, 
on his way, came to a caftle of Fybot Burk, 
who had been in aclion with James Fitzmot- 
ris, but afterward they flew one another. 
There the president demanded the keys, and 
that he might enter* which they not only 
denied, but (hut the prefident's people out of 
the caftle, they having about forty (oldiers in- 
it. The prefident thereupon cauftd t&e ca(U+ 
to be fo undermined that part of the wall feft 
to the ground, and killed fbme of the rebel* 
within. Whereupon the wife of Fybot .Burk * 
yielded herfelf, with her fon and the caftle* 
into the hands of the .prefident, who left 
thirty Englifhmen to guard it, and de- 
parted to Lymbrick, to .receive the lords that 
came to him j as the carl of Tomond, O 9 
Hones, Defmond, and. others j as alio, to fet- 
tle that part of the country. 

From Lymbrick the lord-prefident went to 
Caftrill ; and, on the way, there was a caftle 
held by the rebels, which he caufed to be fet 
on fire by mooting fire to thctqp, which was 
covered with thatch. He commanded his 
men to alight from their horfes to .do the ex- 
ecution* 
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•cUtion, who left their horfes with their foot- 
boys hard by to feed ; bat the noife of the 
caftle at its fall, and the fight of the fire, fo 
terrified the hofcfes, that they broke loofe from 
the boys and ran into the woods, where they 
were taken aad carried away by the rebels ;, 
•but ihortly after the prefident recovered moft 
of his hones again. 

When he came to Caraill, he- hanged fevert 
4>f thergiafy -merchants* being fuch as brought 
bread and aquavita, and other provifions, to 
the rebels ; the ibvereign of the town hardly 
efcaped that ptinifhment. From Cafhill the 
lord .president went to Fether and Clomel, and 
to Sir Edward Butler's country ; where he 
took his chief caftle with pledges for his fide* 
Kty. He alfo took; other holds, and fo went 
up to Carick, the earl of Ormond's hoafe,. 
whom he appointed*, after fome abode there, 
to meet him at Cork. 

When* the prcfidentcame to Cork, he af- 
fernbled the chief lords of the province, as 
the earl of Ormond, Chyncarty, and Tomona^ 
the lord Bury, the lord Roch, the lord Cor- 
fey, Mackarty, Reach, Gormond Mack- 
Teage, and almoft all the lords, fave fuch as 
were out in rebellion. He appointed them 
to gather their forces, and to meet him within 
a month after, meaning to follow the rebels 
wherefoever they- went ; and fo they did. 

For, firft, &e lord-preiident drew all his 
fiupces into the White Knight's country, taking 

H 4 tti*. 
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two of his caftles, burned many of his houle?, 
and drove him into the woods. From thence 
he marched with his power, unto Arlaugk 
woods, being the rebels chief place of fberigth; 
and following them there for a while, he ret- 
urned unto Cork to refrefh bis men ; and- they 
went into Mack Swine's country ; there he 
flew many of the rebels, and hanged as many 
as he took y fpoiied all the enemy's country ; 
and, with continual travel, wore out their 
provifion, having no corn left in the country 
to make them bread, which the president 
hi mfelf wanted for feveral days; their chief 
fj it en a nee being the milk of thoie cows they 
had taken ; of which they brought two thou- 
iand five hundred with them to Cork, after 
two months travel, pursuing the rebels from 
place to place/. . * • 

James } Fitzmoms, finding His forces weak- 
ened, and, that, being followed without in- 
termifiion, he could not continue long, de- 
cent he were fupplied with -ibme foreign aid*. 
d re -v over into Muniler ' five hundred Scotilh* 
Irifh, or Jled-fhanks, out of the iflands r with 
whom he thought himfelf able to make. re- 
finance again ft the prefident's power, having 
one thoufand followers of his own. The pre- 
fident hearing of this, fent for the bids, and 
•others, wkh whom he went againffcthc rebels, 
and met them in the woods within the county 
of Limbrick, wherein they had, as it were, 
intrenched themfdves. The lord - prefident, 

,, - • viewing^ 
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viewing the camp, fent them word, that he 
was come to give them battle, and would ftay 
for them in the plain, if they would corae 
forth apd fight with him ; but they being un- 
willing, answered. That there they (laved for 
him, and from thence they would not go. 
Which he perceiving, prepared his people to 
charge tfeem. So he placed the I rim Lords, 
andothers of the better fort, within the bodr 
.of the main, battle, telling them, that 'he was 
not willing to Bxpof<r them to the atmoft dan- 
ger j which he did ^crarof this politic confe- 
deration^. that tke lords, if any of them were 
ill* minded or. fearful, fhoirld be kept from run- 
ning away, and that their followers would 
flick to it the better, feeing their lords en- 
gaged. Which the preiident had the more 
icafon to doybecaufe of eleven hundred then ih 
Jus company, three parts at leaft were lrifh : lb 
with this good order and refolutioh he fet on 
the rebels, who were about fifteen hundred: 
ftrong, and broke them, killing a hundred 
and twenty of the rebels and their aiders ; 
whereupon they made their retpeat towards 
the north, and James Fitzmarris grew Weak 
again. From thenceforward* the president fol- 
lowed- Iris 5 good fortunes* and his foes, with 
fuch earneftnefs that they ftldorn would come 
■to right him, except it were in light fldrmifhes*, 
and that upon great advantage. Which he 
perceiving, purfued them night and day i»i 
fe;ribn,3£vea in the winter, and lay v* it many 
.... R. 5. tivfriy 
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nights both in froft and {how. Nay cube* 
when following the Kernes through the woods, 
where they could not ride, the lord^preiident 
himfelf took fuch pains in marching, that with 
earneftnefs of pursuing, and the depth of the 
foul ways in the midft of winter, he loft one 
of his (hoes* and fo went on a pretty way 
without his (hoe, or without feeling the loft of 
it, till at length it began to pain lam fo much* 
that he refted on a gentleman's (boulder, and 
told him there was fomewhat hurt his foot* 
fo lifting up his leg, the gentleman told him* 
" My lord, you have loft your (hoe." " 'Ti» 
no matter," faid he, " as long as the legs la& 
vie will find Ihoes;" and fo, calling for ano- 
ther pair,, he marched on (till; At another 1 
time, being abroad in fervice, they encamped 
near a wood, where the president lay in hie 
tent; havifig for his guides Tome of his fer- 
^ ants, and certain Gallyglafles. The Gaily- 
glaftes had gotten a hog, which they roafted 
after their manner, by a great fire, near the 
prefjdent, and when they bad half-roafted it, 
with half the hair about it, they began to make 
partition, and one of them in great kindneft 
reached a piece to one of the prefident's fer- 
vants, a gentleman and a joftice of the peace 
in his country, the preftdent perceiving it, 
(aid, " James, this is good meat in fuch a 
place." To whom the gentleman anfwered, 
*< An it pleafe you, it is good meat here 
amon£ tjiefe men ; bat if I were at home, 
i would (carce give it to my dogs. 

James 
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James Fitzmoms, knowing that the lord- 
prefident defired nothing more than the finifh- 
mg of thofe wars, and the fubduing the rebels* 
made /hew that he alfo was willing to finifn 
the fame by {ingle combat, and fent the lord- 
prefident word, as believing that his expecta- 
tion would keep him for a time from farther 
a&ion ; and fo indeed it did : for James Fitz> 
morris firft offered- to fight with fifty of his 
horfemen, again ft the lord- prefident and fifty 
of his, which his lordfbip willingly accepted ; 
but when the rime came, Fitzmorris fent word 
that he would willingly fight with the lorcj- 
prefident in fingle combat, hand to hand. 
To which meflage the lord prefident fent an- 
swer, that he would willingly accept his 
tehaHenge ; the place appointed was at Amely, 
an old town, fix miles from Killmallock. 
The weapons that were affigned to fight with 
were, by Fitz morris's appointment, fword and 
target, and they mould be both clad in Irifh 
trofles, which the prefident provided of fear- 
let, and was ready according to appointment, 
•faying, *« That although he knew James 
Fitzmorris ta be his inferior, in all refpetfs, 
yet he would reckon it a life well adventured, 
to deprive fuch a rebel of his life." But after 
all James Fitzmorris came not, but fent a cun- 
ning excufe, by one Cono Roe Oharnan, an 
Irifh poet, faying,. " That he would not fight 
with the lord-prefident at all, not fo much 
for fear of hit lifev as becaufe on his life de- 
pended the fafety of all his party. 

H 6 When 
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Wh§n the lord prefident heard this, he was 
much difcontented, that he had differed himfelf, 
to be fo abufed, and vowed, without delay* 
to " hunt the fox out of his hole." And be- 
fides his own diligence, he earneftly encou* 
raged all the noblemen of the country to ufr 
their, bed: means for the fubduing of that dan* 
gerous rebel. And prefently he fought after,. 
and at length found out the ringleader, James 
Fit 2 morris, who now drew his breath by fhifu 
and flights, and fent a falie fpy to the lorcUprehV 
dent, with proteitations and oaths,, that he 
knew where James Fitzmorris was lodged, 
with lefs than thirty perfons in his company, 
and that if the prefident would come with ex- 
pedition, he might be fure to take him that 
night, without danger ; and for confirmation 
he offered not words alone, but the venture of 
his life to go with hirm . . This being after tap- 
per, the prefident ordered fome of his people 
to arm themfelves, and he with them took 
horfe, led they, mould lofe (b good an oppor- 
tunity as they then hoped for. 

They polled to the place where it was laid 
the traitor was fofienderly- guarded,, but' Fitz- 
rnorris lay in ambufla under a hill, with four 
or five hundred foot, and above four fcore 
.horfe; whom, the prefident. could not fpy, till 
Uvo or three of his hocfemen were within 
reach of the rebels, who charged them ; and 
there the prefident's fecretery, called Tre»- 
Wgg, being oae of the fcceiaoft^ was flaia,. 

; audi 
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and about an hundred pounds of his matter's- 
money, which he carried with him taken. 
. Perceiving how they were intrapped, Come 
would have retired ; but the prefident anfwer- 
ed, That he would not dp fo, for he had ra- 
ther die fighting than running away ; and 
therefore he bid them charge home with, him, 
and he was one of the foremoft himfelf ;. fa 
that he encountered with one of the rebels* 
and run. him with his lance through a fkirt of 
mail, unhorfed, and flood over him, ready to 
flrike again as he. arofe. In the mean time r 
there came in another horfeman of the rebels 
fide,, thinking to. have run him through be- 
hind with his ftaff overhand, as the manner 
of the Jriih was : but one Greame, a. captain* 
came in to refcue the prefident, and ran the 
rebel through before he could give that deadly 
blow.. With that they charged others afreih, 
and were furcharged themfelve* with multi- 
tudes, fo that the prefident's horfe was almoft 
ipent, and yet he would not give over. 

Though he was left three times that morn* 
ing one of the.lait in the field, fti 11 encourag- 
ing his men to come up and charge anew,. To 
that he had, been flain or taken ^ if an. extra- 
ordinary accident had not preferyed him* 
For one captain Bowler, with four more that 
made themfelves ready as foon as they might 
come after from Killmalldw, appearing upon 
the top of a hill, Fitzmorrjs fuppofed that it 
had. been captain Bowler -with ,his. company* 
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and tht reft of tfce EnglrJh forces that were* 
coming with a fuppty. Whereupon he itfi- 
mediately made his fiddlers retire, fb that die 
president was delivered. Bat Ire ceaftd not to 
follow the rebels with his forces, till {hortly 
after he overtook Fitemorris with his Kernes,* 
Hear a bridge, not far from a wood tide, 
where the rebel finding that he cotrtd hardly 
efcape, fent towards die president one, with a* 
white cloth on the top of a ijpeft, in token of 
parley ; which being perceived, the president 
toyed his companies from marching ; this- 
ftrange herald, to delay time, offered certarii 
conditions of fubmiffion, but not facto as tfefe 
hyrd-prefident expected, or would accent of. 
Ihthe mean thtte, Fitemorris conveyed lai 
Kernes, over the bridge into the wood, and fb 
escaped. Neverthelefs, thb device but a very 
little protracted time, and exafjterated the pre* 
fident, to follow Mm, and to&rifiitbewarr, 
which were now ahnoft at an end. For with- 
in a fmail time, the prefident givirrg the rebels 
no reft, or leaving them any means of main- 
tenance, difperfed the power of Frtzmorris, 
and made him glad to hide hisliead, without* 
any fhtngth or number of men to accompany 
him. So that he was forced to fufe for pardon, 
offering to fubmit himfelf to the queen's mer* 
cy. Which at length the lord-prefident con«- 
fented to, and James Fitzmorris came to Eifltr 
mallock, where in the church the lord-pre- 
fident caufed him to He proftrste, potting the 

point 
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•point of hisfword to his heart, in token «bot 
Ire had received fois life at ibe queen's 'hands^ 
Then he took a folemn os»h to continue a 
true fubje£t to the crown ^f ffogfand, where* 
'by the province -of Munfterwas much quieted* 
and maintained in as good peace as any part 
qf Ireland. 

But the lord-prefident being too plain-deal- 
ing a man, purchafed much itlwill, thereby 
•there were heaped on him ifeveral cau&le* 
-complaints in England ; yet fometfmes Sha- 
dowed with fuch probability, and countenanced 
by fiich great men, that in part they were be- 
lieved ; and not being at hand to anfwer ob*» 
jeftions, he had now and then fharp letters- 
4ent him from the government, till at laft fefe 
4eterfmned to come to England and clear 
Iritnferf. And f hongjh he fiad no licence, yet 
knowing that he left Ireland in qi&ettteft, fee 
frefamed that his fodden departure would foe 
the better e£cufed. 

With this refolutkm, &tttng things in Orcfeet 
-for the prefent government of Mtmftav and 
making up his accounts, he departed thence 
about the beginning of March 15:73. 

When Sir John came to court it was thought 
that the queen would have been highly offend- 
ed at his coming over without licence. Yet 
as foon as he appeared before her, and had 
related die ftate of Ireland, the particulars of his 
fervice, and the cade of his coming over y her 
majefty commended his endeavours, anddeired 

him 
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him to return fpeedily to his charge,, left ift 
Jjis absence fome difquietnefs might arife. 
To which Sir John anfwered, That for the ge- 
aeral ftate of the province, it was fo well fet- 
tled, that no new commotion on a fudden 
seed be feared. Yet these were many parti- 
culars which might be amended without anjj 
treat difficulty : which bekig allowed by her 
ighnefe, he was ready' to ieFve her there 
when foe ver it fhould pleafe her fo appoint him* 
.And that the feme might be the better under- 
flood, he prefented a plan to the queen to be 
con fide red by her majefty, and her privy- 
counfel. . 

The plan contained feveral points ; as the 
: plan ting the proteflant religion in the pro- 
vince of Munfter, the due administration, of 
j^iflice according to the laws of England r the 
keeping of the people in peace* and the an- 
swering of her majeity's rents and revenues 
more afluredly, the fetting her lands at more 
•certainty, the dividing the province into (hires 
and Signiories ; the building of forts and can- 
ities, fome to bridle the rebel*,.' and fome for 
the Hate of prefidency $ the cutting down of 
woods, which were toenjharboQrs of, and fdr- 
trefles for thieves* rebels, and outlaws ; and 
the building of (hips out. of the faid woods 
for the queers (ervice. 

The queen liked well of the plot, and fo 
did fome of .her council; but others mi (liked it, 
morebeciiufe it was lusdefgn than fox any-de- 

' feifc 
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ftdi they found therein : yet he Teemed to 
ihiew fome inconveniencies, and fo the thing 
was hindered. 

The queen, notwithstanding, would have had 
Sir John Perrot go over as prefident again ; 
but he, fearing that in his abfence the com- 
plaints of his adverfaries might prevail, ex- 
cused the undertaking of that fervice, through 
ill-health. And prayed that he might be 
licenced to repair into the country for recove- 
ry. Which being granted, after leave taken 
of the queen, he departed to hishoufe. • 

But he had repofed himfelf but a few 
years in the country, fome times repairing to 
court, as his occafions ferved ; when he was 
fuddenly fent for by the queen to take charge 
of fome mips, which were to be fent ta 
fea ; upon intelligence that James Fitzmorris, 
fiace his fubmiflion, had been in Spain, and 
procured the promife of (hips and men to in- 
vade Ireland, efpecially the province of Mun- 
fter. 

This being known to the queen and her 
privy-council, they fent for Sir John Perrot to 
take the command of iuch fhips and pkmace* 
as mould be made ready to intercept, or inter- 
rupt the king of Spain, his navy and forces,, 
which were defjgned for Ireland. Sir John 
made fuch fpeed in his journey, that he came 
from Pembrokefhire to Greenwich in lefs than: 
three days. The queen, when file (aw him, 
told him, ihe thought he had not heard from 

hejr 
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her fo-focm : yes, madam, arffwered; He, 
hare made aa much hafte as I might to come 
unto your majefty. So methirfks, faid the 
queen, bat bow have you done to fettle your 
affairs in the country I An it like your, ma- 
jefty, iaid Sir John, I have taken this ca*e^rbr 
all ; that letting private buitnefs afide, in refc 
pe& of your majefty's fervice, I have appoint- 
ed the white flieep to keep the black.:: for J 
nay well enough ventme them* when lam, 
willing to venture my life in your fitajefty't. 
fervice. With which anfwer the qaeen.wa» 
well pieafed, and the conferred with him pri- 
vately for fooie times then djfmifling him and. 
appointing him to receive farther dire&ions* 
for that fervke from? the lords of her, privy- 
council. 

Then did Sir John Ferret prepare for that 
Voyage with all convenient fpeeds He had, 
with him fifty men in orange tawny cloaks*, 
whereof divers were gentlemen of .good btrtk 
and quality. Alfo he had a noyte of maa> 
cjans with him being his own fervants. 

All things being prepared, Sir John departed 
from London abofit Augoft* and, went from 
thence by barge, with feverai noblemen 'ttnd 
gentlemen. . As they lay againit Greenwich* 
where the qaeen kept her court, Sir John &ht 
one of his gentlemen on Ihore, with a diamond* 
ia a token to Mrs. Blanch Parry, willing him 
to tell her, that a diamond coming unlocked 
fay did always bring igood lack with it : s 

which- 
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which the queen hearing, font Sir John a fair 
jewel hung by a white cyprefs ; fignifying, that 
as long as he wore that for her fake, fhe be? 
lieved, with God's help he would have no 
harm. The -meflage and jewel Sir John re* 
ceived joyfully, and he returned anfwer te> 
the queen, " That he would wear that for 
bis Sovereign's fake, and doubted not, with 
God's favour, to return her ihips in iafety* 
and either to bring -the Spaniards (if they 
came in his way) as prifoners, or elfe to fink 
them in the feas. As Sir John pafled by in. 
his barge, the queen looking out at the win* 
dow {hook. her fan, and pat out her hand to- 
wards him, upon which he made a low obeys* 
fence, while he put the fcarf and jewel about 
his neck : and, being arrived at Gillingham* 
where the {hips rode, Sir John feafted the 
company which came with him thither. 

Sir John Ftifrot fet out from Gillingham 4* 
to the -Downs, and thence pafitng by Falmouth 
and Plymouth put to fea for Ireland, where 
they arrived at Baltimore* And by reafon of 
his former government in that country, they 
borefoch aieftion towards him* that the. peo- 
ple came in great number 4om embraoimj 
his legs, all covering to touch feme part -of -his 
sfeody : which the vice-admiral perceiving., ao4 
thinking they came to do him hurt, determine 
ed to difcharge the cannon from his Jhip*£ 
but being infosmed that they came in love to* 
ialuie. Sir John, he altered his purpofe, ami 

landed; 
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landed ; where they were all entertained as 
Well as the fafhion of the country could af- 
ford. 

t After this. Sir John remained awhile upon 
the coaft, till he faw the feafon of the year was 
pad for attempting any thing againft Ireland, 
and therefore failed homewards, in his way 
taking a defperate pirate, one Derryfold. 
On the Downs alio bis (hip ftruck on the 
Kervtifh Knocks; where all the perfons that 
were in her, Hood in great danger to* be cafe 
away; but at length getting fafe to (here* 
the admiral, having ki&d the queen's hand, 
retired again to his feat in the country. 

But thoughhe continued there at times, he 
Was not unmindful of the court and (late af- 
fairs : for he not only received letters from> 
fome- privy counfellors, touching things of 
moment at that time, but gave anfwers which 
fpere (hewed to the queen, and (he liked them 
much; till in the year 1582 her majefty thought 
proper to make him lord deputy of Ireland, 
where Defmond was up in rebellion. And he 
Jet fail for that kingdom, in company with 
the earl of Ormond, and arrived at Dublin in 
January the fame year. 

Within a week after his coming, he took 
the oaths, and began to fettle courfes for the 
quieting and government of the country, which 
had been long infefted with civil contention ; 
fo that, for the fpace of (ixty years, the fword 
was more in ufc than the laws ; which pro- 
ceeded 
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xreeded chiefly from the corruption and igno- 
rance of the governors, which had given 7 
great advantage to the iti-afre&ed ftbjecls ; 
and that people in general whofe nature it is 
to ieek liberty, and prefer antientcuftoms be- 
fore new ordinances, be they njver fo whole- 
fbme. Yet, to fay the truth, the Irifh love to 
be juftly dealt with by their governors, how- 
fpever they deal with one another j and will do 
more at the command ©f their governor, 
whom they repute, and have found, to be 
jjift, then by the ftrid execution of the law$, 
or conftraint of any force or power. They arey 
for the moft part, naturally wife, and apt to 
obferve the beft advantage and opportunity to 
obtain their purpofes : all which the lord-de- 
puty knew, partly by his former experience,' 
when he was president of Munfter, and by the* 
depth of his judgment : and he determined, in 
order to fettle the better difpofed in tranquil- 
lity, by hearing complaints, and fettling a 
regular government over the rebellious and fe- 
ditioos, immediately to travel thorough the 
feveral provinces in peribn. 
-To this purpofe, he firft took his journey into 
Conaught, there to place Sir Richard Bing- 
ham in his government. From Conaught he 
travelled towards the province of Munfter; 
but, when he came* to Lymrick, he received 
advertifement of a great number of inlanders, 
or Scotiih Irifh, landing at Maney, in O- 
' Neale's country. But the whole plot was dif- 

covered 
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covered by ttaaocMuflitfiof Caflritt, who feat 

Si the deppty, by Sir £u<M* Dyllon, certain, 
ttcrs, which Totfougfr LeaoiigJ* wrote him; 
whemaToriougH challenged the-btihop.to be 
Jjis follower borne* and- therefore to be trailed ; 
end, that he 4y»ukl find Ulfter his re&ge whea 
all other parts raikd ; and, finally, that he* 
(hpulfi credit the ragffitngcr. 
. After this, tfce* biihep. came to DnUm» 
where-be. declared that ha found tteimefieagas 
was appointed te* pra&fe with aH the tank 
and IriSi; captain* of Munfter and Conanght, 
taenter ii>to rebellioo, wheneverflraagersihonld 
a^ri^e; and this meflfcngej being afterward* ap* 
prehended, at Athkme, he eonfcheeV that he- 
was up coqtropn man* bat 000 of great ac- 
count witfc O-NaaJe, his fdfterer, and a leader 
of forty horfemon* ami had under him two* 
thpuiand head of catik ; that he was font ta» 
deal with the earl of Clancarty, the lord Fitz- 
morm, and. all others of any account in.Man* 
fter in Coqaught, to. requite- then* to joihi 
with his maft$r aga*itft< the queen ; and, to. afr 
fure them, that troops, under the- king; of 
§pain, with other foreign aid, would enter 
the kingdom with fuch farce, that, before 
Michaelmas, there ftould not be one Englifhi 
man left there. He likewife faid, that his mafter 
was promifgd, to be made king of Ireland; 
and, dm* he accepted of it, faying, He would 
be king, although lie died within an hour 
after. 

Thefe 
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Tfeefo: tkkg« bceiHTing, the lordKieptity 
wa* forced' to tfettern* to Dublin* to- mate 
Ipeedy preparation- for refinance* and 1 to £ive 
ope* hi* i&teaded journey for a time ; though, 
Ml the ftort progreft he had gone, he had 
dealt- with- th» O- Kelly*,. O-Conor Roe, O- 
Conor- Pone, O-Coner Sfygo, Mac WilHa 
Oiger, Morothe, Dene Antaerty, the O*- 
. Neale*, theBarkes of Enter Conaught, theMae 
•Dony Mphone, MacEnafpike, theearla of Tho- 1 
mood and ClanriekaFd,' the lord Bremingham*; 
both the Mae Nejaaraesy the two Mac Mahons, 
and every other lord of Conaught. and. Tho* 
mpnd $ and took 1 pledges for aimrance of their 
loyalty. Be* had alio executed that traitor 
Cotinoogh- Beg pbmn, and fix of his follow- 
er* 5 and decided allcontroverfies* Alfo, the; 
iufpe&ed bjtihop? Malachks- An alone, and 1 a 
friar, being-brother to Mae Wellin Enghter, 
denounced the pope, arid fworo to the fupre* 
macy* The friar pot off his habit* and both' 
published, a profeffion of their faith and redan*' 
tttioa. ' The lord-deputy alfo encreafed the 
fehool-mafter's falary at Galloway, without 
th* queen's charge : and entered into fome re- 
formation of* religion, which he proposed 1 ' 
fhould foon be better provided for by 'parlia- 
ment* * 

When the -lord -deputy had takenthis care 

and order^ he prepared fpeedily to go into the 

north againft the foreign forces there landed,, 

and' their adherentf the trakors; fetting for- 

1 • wards 
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wards on his journey, with fuch forces as he 
could make, about the middle of . Auguft, 
1,584: but the inlanders hearing of the depu- 
ty's determination, and alfo understanding 
how well arFe&ed all the fubje&s of Leynfter, 
Munfter, and Conaught were ; and how ready, 
contrary to their expe&ations, to/erve againft 
diem ; they mpft part fled before he came to 
Newry,. where he was met by Torlough Le- 
©oqgb, having. neither protection nor pardon $ 
and there the lord-deputy received his pledges, 
he yielding bimfelf in all things, as he was re* 
quired. 

Whilfl the lord-deputy flayed at Newry r 
understanding that Sorleboy had entertained a 
number of iflanders, joined to him Qkeham. 
and Brian Carraugh, and ftood upon terms to 
hold by force what he had gotten by the fame; 
the lord-deputy thought it a greatdifhoqourto 
fiifFer him proudly to countenance, the inva- 
ijon of foreigners to ea$ out her .majefty's na- 
tural rabje&s. Whereupon, entering into ac- 
tion againft Sorleboy, and dividing his army 
into two parts* to follow him on both fides of: 
the river 6an, ? the lord-deputy himfelf went; 
with the chief men, r and half the forces, 
on Clandabpy fide : and fent Sir. John Nqrris, 
lordprefident of Munfter, accompanied with, 
the baron , of Dongaunon, to , Tyrone . .fide, 
with the other part of the army. - ; 

The lord-deputy, on the. one* fide, {polled; 
Brian Caiaugh's country; aad Sotkboy teiog. 

driven 
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4riven over the Ban, to the bogs of Ckmcom- 
kine; Sir John Norris, on the other fide, 
Overflipping Sorleboy, fell upon O-Chan, one 
of his chiefs, and took from him two hun- 
dred cows, which cave the army fame re^ 
lief, though many of them were embezzled m 
the driving. Whereupon O-Chan fubmitting 
bimfelf, came in and made offer to ferve upon 
Sorleboy ; and Brian Caraugh foed for mercy. 
Now, becaufe Sorleboy fhwined die deputy's 
fide, trailing to the bogs on the other, his 
lordfhip fent over to the president fome of hia 
korfe, and footmen, with moll of his cat- 
tle. ', ^ 

Then, with the veil of his forces, he en- 
Ramped before Dnntuie, ^nd befieged it, be- 
ing one of the Arongeft places in Ireland ; foe 
it is ptuated upon a rook, hanging over the 
lea, divided from the main with a deep na- 
tural rock-ditch^ having no way to it but by 
a finall neck of the fame rock, which t* 
alfo cut off very deep. It had in it then a 
firong earriibn, the captain being a <$cot| 
whp, 'when the deputy tent to him to yield, 
refufed; and ^nfwered, That he would keep 
it to the. laff&an; which made the deputy 

Slant 3 }>attety before it, the camion bein£ 
roughf by tea to Port-Rufli, and drawn 
thither by force of men ; wherein he fpared 
pot the labour of his own fervants: and, 
when fmaU'fliot flayed fp thick ont of the fotf 
that the common foldiers began to (brink hi 
Vol. IV* I plant* 
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planting of the artillery,, the lprd-deputy made 
liis own men fill the gabions with earth, an4 
fcake good the ground, till die ordinance 
was. planted and the trenches made. 

This J>eirig dbn,e; the, lord-deputy himfelf 
%VL\ 6 f* t6 the, 'firft piece of ordnance, 
which did ho great hurt ; but, ,the next morh; 
iiig, after the garriJbn lwd over-night felt a 
little the force pf the "battery, they fenf to the 
deputy to be received to "mercy ; which he con- 
descended to the rather becaufe, he would fave 
the charges . pf repairing again that' placed 
which othef wife he mult have beaten down ; 
ana becaufe He would not fpend the provlfion, 
neake* the forces, and hinder the reft of the 
feryices then intended, by Wing before one 
fort ; and therefore he granted them' life and 
liberty to depart. ...,,.■" 

After Donkfe, *he lord-depoty took Dorf^ 
forte, the garrifon being fled * li^ewife aho- 
ther pile by Port-Rum, , and all SorleboyV 
ifland9 ; and laughs ; To that He had not a hole 
left in'tjje v main land to creep into. 
' The^j tjiing^ Jbeing thus eftablifhed, and 
garrrfons planted^ at all proper ftations, 'viz. 
two hundred footmen, whereof one hundred 
were found by Magwylly, and feventy tiorfe- 
men, at Colerane, under . captain fcarelilej 
and two hundred foot-men, being of the old 
bands, and fifty horfemen, whereof twenty- 
five were enliiled at Kbckfervns, under Sir 
Henry Bagnal, whom the lord-deputy made 

colonel 
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colonel of the forces there, he took his way 
through the woods of Kylultage and Kyi- 
waren, and Teturned to Newry on the twenty* 
eighth of Stytember, where he remained ten 
days to perfeft this fervice. 

Here came to him Turlough 0*Neale, 
bringing with him Henry O'Neale, Shone 
CNeale** (on, that efcaped from Sir Henry* 
Sidney ; and to that place there came aHb ail 
the reft of the lords of Ulfter ; who, upon 
ifitefr knees, fwore fidelity unto the queen, 
and delivered in inch pledges as the lord-de- 
puty demanded ; and made like compofition 
Jbr finding' of foldiers, and upon the fame 
condition as O'Neale, O'Donel, and Ma- 
groyly had done ; ev&y one for the numbers 
enfuing; Hugh Oge and Shane Mac ftrian. 
"for the Nether Clahdaboy, eighty men; Sir 
Magenes,'fbr Huaugh, forty men'; the cap* 
tain of Kylultagb, fifteen; the captain of 
Kylwaren, ten > Mac Carten, ten ; die baron _ 
ct Donganin, Forney, Mac Mahon, Fowes, 
Dangutry, andO'Harilar*, two hundred. In 
aH which, .CNeale's, » O'Donel's, and* Mac 
WilhVs, amounted to four hundred EngrHh, ; 
befides thirty to be maintained after the Irifh 
jmanher by Donnel Corme. 

« : Thc lord-deputy perceiving fome queftions 
for government amongft them, but especially 
betwixt Turlough (jMpalc, thebaronof Bim- 
gannon, and the marihal ; he fiift reconciled 
aft nnkindiiefi 'between th«an, and theri 
thought good to divide the greater govern* 

I 2 meets 
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ments into finaller, that none fh<?uld be too 
(troDg. 

The lord-deputy being returned to Dublin 
brought Turlough 6'Neale's ion with him $ 
but, becaufe his father might need him, being 
become a good fiibjeft, in all appearance, he 
(hortly returned him back again, upon the re- 
ceipt of four principal men, which he had ap- 
pointed to be fent to him ; wjiich ihould be 
lure pledges both for her majefiy upon O* 
Neale, and for him upon his followers ; of 
which Sir John wrote to the privy-council in 
England. At that time alfo Shan O'Neale'a 
fcn, which came over with the Scots, made 
iirit to be received into favour? and, becaufe 
they had lately taken one Mj, Lambert, an 
Englilh gentleman, the lord-deputy the rather 
inclined to hearken to them for that gentle- 
man's fake ; and gave order to themar&al ac- 
cordingly. 

But we rnnft here remark, that Sir John. 
Perrot vgas of a very haughty and choleric di£- 
pofition; by which, while he was working 
the weal of Ireland, he gave great of- 
fence to tnoft part of the inhabitants $ 
but chiefly by his propofing in parliament a 
fufpenfion of the famous law: called Pqyning** 
A3 ; which raifed a popular cry .againft hipi* 
at the feme time that, by allowing the lords 
and commons to difcufs we propriety of re- * 
pealing the a& too freely, be Drough* him&lf 
into difgeace wU^ the ^e^^n4jBavy^pHncU 
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in England ; and an impeachment againft him 
was furthered by the lord-chancellor and the 
archbifhop of Dublin $ but, what particularly 
effected his ruin, was, an unguarded and in- 
decent exprefEon he let fall from him. Her 
inajefty, as he thought, had ufed him hardly 
in abridging his authority on th* reprefen- 
tation of his enemies ; and he remoR (hated 
againft it to the council in very ftrong terms £ 
Upon which he received fbme gentler letter* 
from them. u Look ye," faidhe, as he read 
them, td the Ganders by, " how. the queen is 
ready td be-pifs herfelf for fear of the Spani- 
ards. ' I am her white boy again." Thefe, 
and fuch like fpeeches, were often reported by 
his fecretary to his difadvantage, 

It now appeared, that, at the lord- deputy's; 
coming into Ireland, he found the north ready 
to enter into rebellion, and to incite the lords of 
Jvfunfter and Conaught to cpmbine with tnent 
therein.' Thur lough O'Neale was ready to 
>in with the Iflancfers, being brought in by 
Silcbcy ; *n4 they having brought in jvitl* 
them Shane O'NeaVs (on* to. cpu ate nance 
their caufe and their coming ; and, being 
more in number/ and better furnifhed, than 
formerly, had alfi> aid promifed and expected; 
which, no doubt, would have fpeedily followed 
from Spain if they had found any fuccefs at 
firft. 

» 

All theft inconveniences the lord-deputy 
^ad td encounter and prevent at his firft land- 

I 3 in £» 
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ing f without any provifion againffc them $ 
and yet all thefe perils he overcame within 
lefs than ten weefef ; fettled the hearts ana 
eftat.es of the good fubjetts, fubdued, or ex- 
pelled the bad ; took pledges for all fuch as 
were ftfpe&ed ;' compounded all controverfies 
betwixt the great lords ; drew the northern 
lords to a compofition for the maintainance of 
one thoufand two hundred foldlers, almoft all 
on their own charges ; and palled through the; 
five provinces within lefs than a quarter of a 
year ; notwithstanding the impediments of the 
fervices, and the foul weather which almoft 
always followed him in the latter part of hit 
journey. 

Thefe fervices feem ftrange to have been iq 
fpeedily and fuccefsfully performed ; yet is 
this truth inconteftably proved j fo that it 
Jhouldi feem, induftry, prudence, and prof- 
pcrity, ft rove, at the firft entrance.,, of Sir 
John Perrot's government, which mould gau^ 
him the greateft honour and advancement; 
and how well his fervices were, allowed of by 
the Queea and privy-couBCi! c( England, as 
tffb now willing tbey were to grant his reason- 
able motions, For the. better accomplishment 
tf the fervices that he intended, appears by a 
letter which their lordfhiptf wrote to the lord- 
deputy, which was as full of commendation 
and encouragement, though other letters and 
nieflkges were .afterwards fomeximes fraught 
wfth fharp cenfure and Uriel; rcllraints, both 

' from 
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from the queen his fbvereign, and from other* 
ef her privy-council, either by her dire&foa 
*r privity. Stfch is the fdrtune of governors* 
to be fubje& unto Cenfure ! 

In the year 15%, the ford-deputy fent and 
fet forth certain orders to t&obferved by the 
lattices of the peace within their feveral li- 
mits through the realm, containing ten arti- 
cles; which, to avoid tedioafnefs, are here 
omitted. And alfo, for the farther confirm** 
rJon of all thefe conclufions, and for. the addi* 
tion of ibme new laws, as for the abrogating 
of fome of the old, if neceffity fhould Jo re* 

r° re, the lord-deputy caufed a parliament to» 
fnmmoned ; in which moft of the nobility 
of that nation, and as many of the fpiritualtf 
and commonalty of that kingdom, as were 
fufficient to fopply all the places of the three 
ftates neceuary tor the parliament, were there 
afiemblecL 

To this parliamentary afiembly, there were 
none, of any degree or calling, futfered to 
come in any cloaths out of the Engliih fafhi- 
ens; and, although it ,feemed both uncouth 
and cumberfome for ibme of them to be fa 
clad, who preferred cufrom before decency,, 
and opinion before reafon ; yet he conftrained 
them, that needed conftraint, to- come in fuel* 
civil fort as beft became the place and the fcr* 
vice : and the better to encourage them, he 
fceilowed Wh gowns and cloaks of velvet And. 
fetten. on ibme of them, as Turlougb, Les- 
! 1 £ nongh, 
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Mtfgh, and others, who yet thought not 
themfelves fo* richly, qr^ at leaft, fo contents 
edly attired, as. in their owa mantles, and 
other, their country habks. ; 

AmOngft thefe, one, being pat into EnglUh 
apparel, came to the lord-deputy, and be* 
fought one thing of him, in a pleafant fort 
of humour, as they are moft of them witty % 
which was, that it would pleafe his Jordihip 
to let one of his chaplain's, whom, he termed 
his pricft, accompany. him* arrayed in IrHh 
apparel; "and then*" faid he, " thety will 
wonder as much at him as they do now at 
me s fojhat i dull pa& more quietly and. mi* 
pointed at." 

By this it fhottld Jeero that they think, when* 
wtey once leave their old ciiftoms,. then all mem 
wonder at them, and that then they are out of 
all frame or good fafhion* according, tothat fay* 
ing, " They which are born in hell, think 
there it no heaven.? :*> 

In this parliament^ G* the i&kUdeptity n*4 
the chief place, fu was he the moft eminent 
man that came thither, both in goodlinefs of 
6* tare, majefty of • countenance, and in ail 
things elfe that might yield ornament to fo 
great and high a ; presence ; for, as they wit- 
aefs, who were eye<whneffes of it, they never 
beheld a man of torch comlinefc in counte- 
nance, gefture, and gait, as he appeared to be 
in his parliamentary robes : and,, as a German 
lord affirmed, who was at that parliament, he 

. v had 
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tuutaravelted through Germany, Italy, Prance; 
'England, and Ireland ; but yet, in all thofc 
gantries, never did he fee any man compara- 
ble to Sir John Perrot, the lord-deputy of 
XfclAnd> for bis pbrte and majefty of perfon- 
agg,. whofe pi&ure this German lord did 
ttatch defice to cany with him into that coun* 
.tryj- i : 1 .• . •? 1. ' 

,• However; thodgh he received great oppofi- 
tiomritt his government^ yet toll he maintained 
thfc Rate in firm peace ; fo thatthere was fcarce 
any knbwji. rebel in Ireland be/ides' O'Donel; 
who*' being fufjpe&ed becaufe his people began 
to play iomfe ! bad tricks, and imnfolf flood* 
±pon terms hot fitting for himy. the lord-deputy 
find council entered into 4 can fol tat ion how he 
jrjight be apprehended . • Some ad vifed to fend . 
fc*cts ihto O'Dortel's country, and to bring 
him in by force : but the lord- deputy argued. 
AgainA that projeft, alledging that this could 
act . be .done without an army of two, or. 
three thoufand men, which would be both ha- 
zardous and chargeable; (l ^ct*" . faid he,. 
'* you (hall give me -leave to try oheeonclufioiL 
which I haVe.in hand;, and,- if that talce not 
^®c\ then let -us rail to what other, means we* 
oart devife for his apprehenflo*u ,, ' , - 
. •■ In- consequence of this advice,, heK>rdered a 
&ip to be prepared. with fome wines, and the 
•captain* b€in£ one cRofen,far the purpofe* he 
.hail ' coiimand to gd i»to< O'DoneP* cotto- 
time proffering bis wine to fell, 

^5 M- 
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"At his coming into the country, the people 
hurried to the flap, feme to drink, fome to 
price the wines, and all of. them, according to 
the captain's inftru&ions, had what wine they 
would drink for nothing, as a tafte ; with this 
kind offer, that if O'Donell would come him- 
felf, he ihould buy the beft wine at a reafim- 
able me. At length O'Donell came him&lf 
to buy fome wines, whom they ufed fo courw 
teoufly, that they gare him his f uH allowance, 
and finding the wind ferve well for the purpofe, 
which was to return back, and carry ODo- 
nell with them, they flowed hint under hatches, 
and fo brought him to Dublin. Which to 
Jiavebeea efSe&ed by force, would, by all con- 
jecture, have colt much treafure, if nor blood, 
becaofe O'Donell at that rime was one of the 
ftrongeft and moft dangerous fabjefta' in the 
kingdom, by reafon of his affiance, his com- 
mand, and the ftrength of his country ; but 
by this ftratagem he was brought in without 
blows, and his country kept in quiet without 
rebellion. 

But the lord-deputy finding, that in fpite of 
all his ferviccs the malignity againft him in* 
created, receiving many nipping letters from 
the queen, and Tome reftraints againft dealing 
iri any thing of importance without the con* 
fentof the Englifh counfel, he defiled no- 
thing more than to be removed from his go- 
vernment: and to efFecV his wishes, he wrote 
feveral letters to his beft friends in England. 
4 At length n was obtained, but before be gave 



over hi$* command, it being a troublefome 
time; when the SpanlfiParmaaa was expecl&d.f 
k) the' year* *$88, Heftnt for the chief lofts' of 
each country, requiring them to put in pledges 
for the maintenance of peace; and defending 
the realm againft foreign invaiion ; to which 
they all yielded wiHinglyy bf at lead fcemingty 
4*Y and the lord-deputy, to prevent fufpicion 
4f 'any miftroft againft : them, m?de them a 
4»e$ch to goodpurpofe, as the time then flood. 
Which began as follows : 

« ." You that are here committed to cuftody 
as pledges-, and fuch as have put you in for 
fledges, f #ou4d wiflj neither of you to think 
tnaC this fecurity is- required, fo much in dif- 
trbft of ydur particular fidelities, as for the 
general cfuiet of the cohrttry, and for the parti- 
cular good of yourfefves in a time fo dange- 
rous-: For if I. were in your cafes, or was a 
lord of any country in Ireland, I mould at this 
time, rather to be thus bounden than left at 
liberty, becaufe tohilft; any lord is confined, ahi 
not in his country,, if any thing be done amifs 
there, he hath the lefs to ahfwer far it, kcjke." 

* * * * ■*■ * * * t 

Which, pledge*, if they had been kept life 
and carefully (as fome of them, whereof 
Q'Denell was one, were afterwards fuflered 
to efcape) they had been good affurances for 
the ^uietaefs of the country, andhadfaved 
the lives of many men, and th£.expence* pf 

16. much 
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much treafiire, which w^f afterward* fpent ia 
tfye wate, t an<| by the rey-ol^of thefe men and 
many others 'which did follow, and adhere 
unto them. And for conclusion of the lord* 
deputy's fervices, a c6onfeUor of Ireland wri- 
teth thus, j Suhjugavk tjltoniara, 4>acifiea*ic 
Conaciam^rejaxavi^ ilediam^ ligayif Monj^xxa* 
fregit Lagen^m, e^tirpavit Scofo*, j*e$a?BfiV}* 
Angtovei lujfl omnibua pe^ r ,a^ue -ye&igat^ 

tcquifirit Aegina^ : \- /.->:,;,. t -:c iw.-' 

Now the lord-deputy, leaving all things in 

rood or6!er, and the country ii| trapqtulky, 

Srepajfed for his departure j ;bu* before his de~ 
very pf the fwoxd,, h^-g^ve.up^ tJi^ ^^ 
Dublin a, &# paneling gilt bo\y) {whiph pa£ 
fetb from one ^rnaypr ^q> another *& Dublin, 
yearly) wiih his. arms., engrayesnt, £Q&a parrot 
on tie 'top: about the bea|^ ^hereof were 
written thefe words, " Relinqoo in /face j" 
I leave in , peace., Which was well known ta 
be true; for at the delivery of the fword to 
Sir William )?jtzwilliams (who. fpc^qejdedi him 
tn the government), fye f^d tjipfe, wptfa M* th«v 
hearing of many honorable gerfrnft „«• Now, 
my' lord-deputy, I have delivered, you the 
fwor4, , with, the country, in. /ira^ peace -and 
•quletnefs ;' my hope is, you will inform the 
queeii arid, the. council /of Eng}and thereof, 
even as, you find it ; for \ have kftaUin peace* 
and pledges Tufficient to maintain ^e . peace." 
Xoi.w,lioni the' nejw lord deputy anfw$red> 
**; jSif Jfdhn Pefrdt, I jnuft needs confefs, that 

I find. 
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I find the country quiet, and all things herb 
in good order; I pray God I may leave it 
half £6 wdl, and then I JhaM , think that I 
hasmi done -my queen and country good feN 
vice.? Then Sir John Perrot replied, " My 
lord-deputy, I will fey more to you before all 
thefe witness, that there is no ill-minded or 
&fpe&edi peribn in this kingdom, which tan 
earry but fix fwords after him in td the field* 
but if you will name him, 'and ihall defife to> 
have^ mm* notwithilanding thafcil have re- 
igned the fword, and with it all my authority^ 
yet Iwili (fo you mall think/ it *ece$afyj 
fend for any fuch, and if they come not in Oft 
my word, I will loofe the credit and reputa- 
tion of all toy- fervice." To whieh the lord-* 
deputy anfwered, **j h know yot- Can do thte* 
Sir 'John Peprot, but there is s$ *eed •tfrgrc'of f > 
tot all is a* well as it needs to be, and fo i 
confefs-it/*. • *i ■* ■ •'' i 

- After thit charge delivered up, ' and all 
wing* eife proviucd for Sir John Perrprt de-* 

parture, he left Ireland, and at the day of his 
departure out of Dublin, there 'wcrt many* 
noblemen and gentlemen came thither* t6 take 
their leav^ of him? aniongil whom -were old? 
O f Neale«and Turlough Lehough, in the great? 
rev«rene"e and love they bore him, did not on- 
ly come to Dublin to bid him farewel, but 
tdok boat and raw him On flupboard, looking 
after htm as far as ever they could ken the 
Oiip udder iail,. and Aeddiog tears 4i2F their 

had 
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bad been beaten; the like did others of good 
Mte and, name at that rime. Alfoa great 
Bomber' of poor country people came at hia 
departure; fome that dwelt twenty, feme 
forty miles, or more, from Dublin; and many 
of them; that had never feen him before* 
itrove, as he went through the ftreets, to take 
him by the hand, or to touch his garment $ 
all praying for him, and far his long U& : and 
when hi asked them. why they didfo, they an* 
fwered, .'* .That they, never had enjpyed their) 
o^fft with peace before his time, and doubted 
they mould never do fo again, when he yea* 
gon*>"; 

Such was the love of the country in general 
towards . Sir John Perrot, that never did anyt 
lord-deputy of Ireland, depart thence, wiui> 
more good liking of the common** nobility,: 
and gentry ef that nation, whereof, and of aj* 
that is here written touching his fervices, there* 
are divers worthy of credit, who will bear 
witnefs thereof* . 

So Sir John Perxot having governed foot 
years, as lord-deputy of Ireland, departed, 
thence tin the year. *$£8, and failed to hie. 
taftle^f Carew in Pembrokelhire ; where; he 
arrived, accompanied : with as gallant a troop, 
Qf gentlepien .and ferving-men, as ever fof- 
lov^ed any lord-deputy of his fort* 
. Thus far of Sir John Perrot's lift is taken,; 
with, very little alteration or omiffion, from a> 
tnaaufcfipi* written, t^ajft :E^iftl, gentleman, 
i * who* 
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who Was in; Ireland witk him during ihfctime 
of his government;: which manufcript was 
firft bronghjt over from* that kingdom, about 
ftft^P. y£3*54g r * &. remains for us to inform 
the reader, tbatrihprtly after Sir John'* arrival 
in England* a charge of high treafon was ex* 
bibitcd agaiaft-hwi in conference of which 
he was taken intq cuftody, and for fome time 
coafiued in t,hte lord- treasurer's houfe ; from 
whencq, on the tw^nty-feventh of April 159** 
lie w,as ; brought to ! his .fcry&l . before a fpeeial 
c^xn^ifion, ai?d rc^eivfid fent^itfe of tetfh 
j^after a moll fcvere : arid qrugl fcrujtiny was 
made into his a&ions, words, and e*e» 
thoughts) by a law, long fince happily re? 
pealed. 

The above gentleman {eems to have had a great 
tendernefs to Sir John Perrot, and therefore draws 
a veil on that part of his life, which he judges too 
mela^ch^ly to/bq-expo&a -,m* i«deed?ife may 
well be excrfed for not carrying on the hijtory 
farther, as from the time of his retirement to 
tne iffue of his enemies unwearied malice 
(which had perfecuted him fo long, and with 
fo much barbarity) his condemnation patted 
not many months* ^yjxough; the queen is faid 
to have been Ja welHausfied of ]iis innocence, 
that being toNTGf fas condemnation, fhe cried 
out, " Then by' my troth they have found 
guilty an innocent •!&&»$" or words to that 
effdft. 

He 
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He was returned to the Tower, where a 
Mttui&l death fbon pat an e*nd to all his trou- 
bles, and his liberal miftrefs, queen Elizabeth; 
bettowed that eftate on hisfon> which ah entail 
had long before fecured to him, and which (he 
thought not fit to difpute ; in this indeed more 
politic, as well as more comttfendable than fome 
©f her fucceflbrs ; though even here, accord- 
ing to Cambderv the merit of having married 
the earl of Efiex's fitter, fefems to have freen no 
inconfiderable motive. We Jhatt not ente* 
limber on the ehairttcW of this great mkn r 
Which has been drawn- by (b many able pen s,. 
the immortal Cambden^ Sir Francis Newton, 
and David Lloyd. ' , 
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